Adult III – 10 January 2016 – Revelation 6:12-17
Revelation 6 - The First Six Seals

v12-17 - The opening of the sixth seal brings cosmic disruption.

· A great earthquake; and the sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood.  And the stars of heaven fell to the earth: In the Bible, celestial disturbances are often connected with the coming of the Messiah.  Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Joel, Zephaniah and Jesus Himself all describe such things.

· A passage from Zephaniah is an example: The great day of the Lord is near; it is near and hastens quickly.  The noise of the day of the Lord is bitter; there the mighty men shall cry out.  That day is a day of wrath, a day of trouble and distress, a day of devastation and desolation, a day of darkness and gloominess, a day of clouds and thick darkness, a day of trumpet and alarm against the fortified cities and against the high towers. (Zep_1:14-16)

· Or, as in Joel 2:10-11: The sun and moon grow dark, and stars diminish their brightness . . . for the day of the Lord is great and terrible; who can endure it?
· Joel 2:31  The sun shall be turned into darkness, and the moon into blood, before the great and the terrible day of the LORD come.
· The sun became black as sackcloth of hair, and the moon became like blood.  And the stars of heaven fell to the earth: It is best to regard these pictures as real, but poetic.  John isn't using technically precise scientific language, but he simply describes what he saw.

· And the kings of the earth, the great men, the rich men, the commanders, the mighty men, every slave and every free man, hid themselves: All people are equally brought low by God's wrath.  The judgment is all the more profound because it is the wrath of the Lamb.

· Hide us from the face of Him who sits on the throne: They hide not only from the terror of the judgments, but from the face of Him who sits on the throne.  "What sinners dread most is not death, but the revealed presence of God." (Swete)

· The sixth seal concludes with a valid question: Who is able to stand?  Only the believer can stand before this great judgment, the one who is justified by grace through faith in Jesus Christ.

· Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ, through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which we stand. (Rom_5:1-2)

· I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which you also received and in which you stand. (1Co_15:1)

· Testifying that this is the true grace of God in which you stand. (1Pe_5:12)

· The believer can stand in the face of this great wrath of God because Jesus already bore the wrath the believer deserved.
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