Adult III – 3 January 2016 – Revelation 6:5-xx
Revelation 6 - The First Six Seals

v5-6 - The black horse brings scarcity and inequity.

· A black horse, and he who sat on it had a pair of scales in his hand: The scales symbolize the need to carefully measure and ration food.  This speaks of a time of scarcity.

· A quart of wheat for a penny/denarius, and three quarts of barley for a penny/denarius: These prices are about twelve times higher than normal.  It means that it would cost a day's wage to buy the ingredients for a loaf of bread.  This describes "a time of famine when life will be reduced to the barest necessities." (Walvoord)
· denarius = "containing ten"    A Roman silver coin in NT time. It took its name from it being equal to ten "asses", a number after 217 B.C. increased to sixteen (about 3.898 grams or .1375 oz.). It was the principal silver coin of the Roman empire. From the parable of the laborers in the vineyard, it would seem that a denarius was then the ordinary pay for a day's wages. (Mt. 20:2-13)

· We often see great famine in the world today, yet fewer people suffer from hunger today than 100 years ago.  However, understanding the ecological balance, it would not take much to plunge many into the kind of scarcity and inequity mentioned here.

· Do not harm the oil and the wine: Yet, the nicer things will be available for those who can afford them, luxury items.  There will still be the oil and the wine that should not be harmed.
· Destroy olive trees (oil) & grapevines (wine) to avoid taxes??
· Read Lev 26:25-28 – eat by weight / eat children
v7-8 - The pale horse brings death.

· A pale horse.  And the name of him who sat on it was Death: This last rider shows that there will be a tremendous death toll from the dictatorship, war, famine and other calamities described by the previous three horsemen.

· Our century has seen hundreds of millions killed by dictators, war, and famine.  Yet this will pale in comparison to the death toll coming in the wake of this ultimate dictator.  No wonder Jesus said of this time For then there will be great tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no, nor ever shall be. (Mat_24:21)

· Power was given to them over a fourth of the earth, to kill: Power is given to the horseman, and given by God.  Though all hell is breaking loose on the earth, God is very much in control.  He still holds the scroll and opens the seals.
· over a fourth of the earth,: more than killed in Noah’s flood

· To kill with sword, and with hunger, and with death, and with the beasts of the earth: a summation of all 4 horses.
v9-11 - The fifth seal brings forth the cry of the martyrs.

· I saw under the altar the souls of those who had been slain for the word of God: That these souls are under the altar emphasizes that their life blood was poured out as an offering to God. 
·  The idea is drawn from Lev_4:7: And he shall pour the remaining blood at the base of the altar of the burnt offering. Lev 1:11, Lev 16:18, Exodus 29:16
· Who had been slain for the word of God: It is probably best to see this as the cry of all martyrs for God's truth, not merely believers persecuted by the coming world leader, the first horseman of Rev_6:1-2.

· And they cried with a loud voice: These souls in heaven cry out for vengeance (until You judge and avenge our blood).  We usually don't think of God's people crying out for vengeance, but they make their cry to God, and leave the matter with Him.

· When God's people are persecuted, He will set it right.  It isn't wrong for God's people to ask Him to do what He promised to do.  So the blood of Abel cried out from the ground for vengeance (Gen_4:10), as did the blood of unavenged murders in the land of Israel (Num_35:33). Num 35:33  So ye shall not pollute the land wherein ye are: for blood it defileth the land: and the land cannot be cleansed of the blood that is shed therein, but by the blood of him that shed it.
· It was said to them that they should rest a little while longer: These saints are instructed to wait.  How long do they wait?  Until both the number of their fellow servants and their brethren, who would be killed as they were, was completed.  This may mean that they should wait until all God's appointed martyrs are killed.  

· Or, because the words the number of are supplied by the translators, not the text, it may mean that they wait until the character of the remaining martyrs on earth is perfected and complete.  It is the way that you live that makes you a martyr, not the way that you die.
· (ESV)  6:11   Then they were each given a white robe and told to rest a little longer, until the number of their fellow servants and their brothers should be complete, who were to be killed as they themselves had been.
· Luke 18:7-8  7And shall not God avenge his own elect, which cry day and night unto him, though he bear long with them? 8I tell you that he will avenge them speedily. Nevertheless when the Son of man cometh, shall he find faith on the earth?

