Adult III – 29 November 2015 – Revelation 3:21-4:4
Rev 3:14-22  To the Church in Laodicea

· If anyone: Notice that Jesus gives the call to individuals. He didn't say, "If any church," but if anyone. "We must not talk about setting the church right, we must pray for grace each one for himself, for the text does not say, 'If the church will open the door,' but 'If any man hear my voice and open the door.' It must be done by individuals: the church will only get right by each man getting right." (Spurgeon)
v21 - A promise of reward.

· To him who overcomes: Jesus' promise to the overcomer, even at Laodicea, shows that we don't have to be Christians who are compromising and lukewarm. If we are, we can change and become one of Jesus' overcomers.

· I will grant to sit with Me on My throne: Those who overcome the battle against indifference, compromise, and self-reliance, receive a special reward. They enjoy a place with the enthroned Jesus (as I also overcame and sat down with My Father on His throne). 

· "This is the worst of the seven Churches, and yet the greatest of all the promises are made to it, showing that the worst may repent, finally conquer, and attain even to the highest state of glory." (Clarke)

v22 - A general exhortation to all who will hear.

· He who has an ear, let him hear: Few want to identify themselves with the church of Laodicea. We would much rather identify ourselves with the church at Philadelphia.

· Let him hear what the Spirit says to the churches: We must hear what the Holy Spirit says here, because He speaks to the churches - including us. May God deliver us from the self-reliant, compromising lukewarmness that marked the church of the Laodiceans!

Putting the Seven Churches of Revelation into Historical Perspective

Many have attempted to make sense of Revelation chapters 2 and 3 (the letters to the seven churches of Asia) by taking them as a unified whole. It is significant that Jesus chose these particular seven congregations to address, though there were other churches in the region which were not written to (such as the church at Collosse). Additionally, some have pointed to the order of the letters as evidence of their significance as a broad explanation of church history in the period between the Ascension and Jesus to His return.

It is also interesting to note that Paul addressed seven churches: Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Colosse, Phillipi, and Thessalonica (some also note with interest that Jesus gives seven "Kingdom Parables"). Early commentators on the Book of Revelation emphasized that as seven is a number of completion and fulfillment, so Jesus and Paul wrote to seven churches as a indication that they were in fact speaking to the complete church, not just these seven congregations. Speaking to seven churches means speaking to the church in perfection, in completion and totality. As one commentator puts it, "The churches of all time are comprehended in seven."

We need to hear what the Spirit says to the churches (in the plural sense), not just one church.

Revelation 4 - Before the Throne of God

The transition to Revelation chapter four.

· Taking Rev_1:19 as an outline of the book, chapter four begins the third section: the things which shall take place after this.
· The phrase after this (meta tauta in ancient Greek) in Rev_1:19 is repeated twice in Rev_4:1.  Certainly this is a marking point for beginning the third division of Rev_1:19.

Chapter four begins a heavenly perspective, looking down on the earth.

· The Bible has other important references to heaven, in passages such as Isaiah 6:1-8, Ezekiel 1, and in passages describing the Tabernacle, which symbolically describes heaven (Exodus 25-32 and 35-40).

· In the description of heavenly things, John will use symbols.  However, not everything is symbolic.  "As in the parables of Jesus, many of the details are merely descriptive and not intended to carry a special significance of their own." (Morris)

· Also, we should keep in mind the nature of symbolism: the symbol is always less than the reality.  The reality of heaven is even greater than the description we have of it.

· "It is very little that we can know of the future state, but we may be quite sure that we know as much as is good for us.  We ought to be as content with that which is not revealed as with that which is.  If God wills us not to know, we ought to be satisfied not to know.  Depend on it, he has told us all about heaven that is necessary to bring us there; and if he had revealed more, it would have served rather for the gratification of our curiosity than for the increase of our grace." (Spurgeon)
· From Revelation 4 through 19 we have a section mainly concerned with terrible events in the world preceding Jesus' return and earthly reign, the period known as the "Great Tribulation."

v1 - John is called up into heaven.

· After these things: Revelation chapters 2 and 3 spoke to the churches, and the seven churches comprehended all churches.  After Jesus is finished speaking to the churches, after these things, John experienced the vision of Revelation 4.

· And the first voice which I heard: The first voice that spoke to John in Rev_1:10 speaks to him again here - the voice of Jesus.  Jesus calls John up to heaven, through a door standing open in heaven.

· Like a trumpet: The voice spoke loud and clear to John.  It was like the trumpet that gathered the congregation of Israel together, or gathered an army for battle.

· Come up here, and I will show you things which must take place after this: John will be shown things that concern the future (which must take place after this), not John's present day.

· Like a trumpet . . . Come up here: Many see John's "going up" to heaven as a symbol of the rapture of the church.  John is called up to heaven by a voice that sounds like a trumpet, just as the church will be as described in 1Th_4:16-17.
1Th 4:16  For the Lord himself shall descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in Christ shall rise first: 

1Th 4:17  Then we which are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds, to meet the Lord in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord.

1Co 15:51  Behold, I shew you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be changed, 
1Co 15:52  In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall be raised

· Significantly, the word "church" never occurs in the chapters describing this period of judgment on earth, no where in Revelation chapters 4 through 19. However, “saints” and the “redeemed” are used.
v2 - John goes up, in the Spirit.

· Immediately I was in the Spirit: John already said he was in the Spirit at Rev_1:10.  This is yet a different experience, as John comes to heaven and a heavenly perspective.

· In the Spirit: Where was his body?  Was John's body in heaven also, or was it just his spirit?  This is impossible to know.  Paul, when he had his heavenly experience, didn't know if he was "in the body" or not (2Co_12:2-4).
2Co 12:2  I knew a man in Christ above fourteen years ago, (whether in the body, I cannot tell; or whether out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) such an one caught up to the third heaven. 

2Co 12:3  And I knew such a man, (whether in the body, or out of the body, I cannot tell: God knoweth;) 

2Co 12:4  How that he was caught up into paradise, and heard unspeakable words, which it is not lawful for a man to utter.

· And behold, a throne: This throne is what first strikes John, and it is the centerpiece of this vision.  John is fixated on the occupied throne, and everything else is described in relation to this throne.

· The bottom line of atheism or materialism is that there is no throne, there is no seat of authority or power that the entire universe must answer to.  The bottom line of humanism is that there is a throne, but man sits upon it.

· Essentially, man cannot live without the concept of a throne, a supreme ruler.  So if man de-thrones God, he will inescapably place himself or some other man upon the throne, perhaps a political leader, as was the case with Lenin, Stalin, and Mao.

· And One sat on the throne: The throne is not empty.  There is some One who sits on this great heavenly throne.  The throne is a powerful declaration of not merely God's presence, but of His sovereign, rightful reign, and His prerogative to judge.

· We can't think rightly about much of anything until we settle in our mind that there is an occupied throne in heaven, and the God of the Bible rules from the throne.  "While there may be many differing interpretations, the fundamental truths are self-evident.  At the center of everything is an occupied throne." (Morgan)

v3 - What John saw at the heavenly throne.

· And He who sat there was like: As John describes the occupant of the throne, he does not describe a distinct figure.  "There is here no description of the Divine Being, so as to point out any similitude, shape, or dimensions.  The description rather aims to point out the surrounding glory and effulgence than the person of the almighty King." (Clarke)

· Like a jasper and a sardius stone in appearance: Instead of describing a specific form or figure, John describes emanations of glistening light in two colors: white (jasper may mean "diamond") and red (sardius).

· And there was a rainbow around the throne: The throne is surrounded by a green-hued rainbow (in appearance like an emerald).  The rainbow is a reminder of God's commitment to His covenant with man (Gen_9:11-17).

· Around this setting of all sovereignty, power, authority and glory - this setting of the throne of God - God has placed a reminder of His own promise to never destroy the earth again with water, a promise that directs His sovereignty, so that it is not capricious or against His promises. A rainbow around the throne is a remarkable thing, showing that God will always limit Himself by His own promises.

v4 - What John saw around the throne: the twenty-four elders.

· Around the throne were twenty-four thrones: Before the elders catch John's eye, he noticed the twenty-four thrones they sat on.  These twenty-four elders sit on lesser thrones, around the throne.  Later we will hear their song of worship (Rev_4:10-11).

· On the thrones I saw twenty-four elders sitting: Who are these twenty-four elders?  Commentators debate whether they are glorified human beings or angelic beings.  On balance, the certainly seem to represent God's people.

· Elders represented the people of God, especially in the Old Testament.  
· The 24 courses of the priesthood represented all the priests (1 Chronicles 24), and 
· the 12 tribes and the 12 apostles represent all the faithful.
· In Rev_5:9-10, the twenty-four elders sing a song of praise to Jesus, and they cry out: for thou wast slain, and hast redeemed us to God by thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people, and nation;  In that passage, the twenty-four elders are clearly speaking as representatives of all God's people, of the great company of the redeemed.

· Clothed in white robes; and they had crowns of gold on their heads: The white robes and crowns of the elders seem to indicate that they are indeed human beings - in glory, of course.

· Angels are sometimes presented in white robes or garments (Mar_16:5; Joh_20:12; Act_1:10), but saints also have white robes (Rev_6:11, 7:9, 13-14) as a picture of their imputed righteousness (Isa_61:10, Rev_3:5-18).  However, we never see angels crowned, but believers are and will be (1Co_9:25; 2Ti_4:8; 1Pe_5:4).

· Therefore, redeemed, glorified man sits enthroned with Jesus.  On lesser thrones, to be sure, but thrones none the less.  
· We are joint heirs with Christ (Rom_8:16-17), and 
Rom 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God: 

Rom 8:17  And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified together.

· we will reign with Him (2Ti_2:11-12).
2Ti 2:11  It is a faithful saying: For if we be dead with him, we shall also live with him: 

2Ti 2:12  If we suffer, we shall also reign with him: if we deny him, he also will deny us:
