Adult III – 8 November 2015 – Revelation 3:6-13
Revelation 3 - Jesus' Letters to the Churches 

Rev 3:1-6  - To the Church in Sardis

Being born of Adam doesn't guarantee that our name is written in the Book of Life. But being born again - born of Jesus Christ - gives us that assurance.
· But I will confess his name before My Father and before His angels: This is an amazing promise. It simply makes sense that we should be willing to confess the name of Jesus. But it is amazing that He would not be ashamed to confess us!

· It is important for us to accept Jesus. But it is far more important to know if Jesus accepts us.

v6 - A general exhortation to all who will hear.

· Let him hear: We must all hear what the Holy Spirit says to the church at Sardis. It is easy to drift in sleepy apathy towards spiritual death, especially when you have a good reputation (people recognize that you are mature in Christ), and when you place a high value on stability. But there is always hope for the dead church, because Jesus is an expert at raising the dead.
· What the Spirit says to the churches: Sardis teaches us that we must beware of our success. The city was wealthy and knew easy living, but it made them soft and spoiled. Sardis also teaches us that we be watchful at our strongest points. Sardis thought it was unconquerable, and so it was conquered. Where we say "I would never do that" is the exact place we must guard against.

· The British Field Marshal Montgomery used to say, "One man can lose me a battle." 
· One corrupt or disobedient Christian can lose a battle for an entire church. 
· First, they can lose a battle simply through their own point of failure. 
· Second, they can lose a battle because they lead others into their same sin. 
· Finally, they can lose a battle because they foster a spirit of accommodation to sin in the other members of the church. One man can lose a battle.

Willow Creek Community Church is a non-denominational, multi-generational Evangelical Christian megachurch located in the Chicago suburb of South Barrington, Illinois. It was founded in October 1975 by Bill Hybels, who is the senior pastor. Willow Creek was what you would call a seeker sensitive church.  In 2007 the church disclosed that a multi-year qualitative study of the church revealed that their program-driven philosophy of ministry was not leading to spiritual growth, and Bill Hybels responded: “We made a mistake. Some of the stuff that we have put millions of dollars into thinking it would really help our people grow and develop spiritually, when the data actually came back it wasn’t helping people that much. Other things that we didn’t put that much money into and didn’t put much staff against is stuff our people are crying out for.”

Rev 3:7-13 - To the Church in Philadelphia

v7a  - The character of the city of Philadelphia.

· Philadelphia: The name of this city means brotherly love, and it was the youngest of the seven cities, and was originally founded as a missionary outpost for Hellenism, the culture of ancient Greece.

· "The original purpose behind this key city was to make it a center for spreading Greek language, culture and manners throughout the Asian provinces." (Hocking)

· "Philadelphia had been built with the deliberate intention that it might become a missionary city. Beyond Philadelphia lay the wilds of Phrygia and the barbarous tribes; and it was intended that the function of Philadelphia should be to spread the Greek language, the Greek way of life, the Greek civilization, throughout the regions beyond." (Barclay)

· The city gained its name after its founder, Attalus the Second, who was nicknamed Philadelphos.

· Philadelphia was a prosperous city. "Philadelphia commanded one of the greatest highways in the world, the highway which led from Europe to the East. Philadelphia was the gateway from one continent to another." (Barclay)

· Philadelphia was also known for her beautiful buildings (it was called the "little Athens") and frequent earthquakes, which required frequent evacuations.

· "Philadelphia had so many gods and so many temples that sometimes men called it "Little Athens." To walk through its temple-scattered streets was to be reminded of Athens, the center of worship of the Olympian gods." (Barclay)

v7b - Jesus describes Himself to the church at Philadelphia.

· These things says He who is holy, He who is true: Jesus reminds the church in Philadelphia that He is holy and true. These describe Jesus’ very being. They also show that Jesus is Yahweh, because He alone is holy in an absolute sense.

· There are two ancient Greek words which we might translate true. One means "true and not false." The other means "true and not fake." The ancient Greek word used here for true (alethinos) it second, with the idea of "real" or "genuine." Jesus is true in all of who He is, He is the real God and the real man.

· He who has the key of David, He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens: Jesus shows He is also the keeper of the keys and doors. In this quotation from Isa_22:20-23 (Eliakim), Jesus expresses His power and authority, especially to admit and exclude.
Mat_16:19  I will give you (Peter) the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."

Rev 1:17  When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he laid his right hand on me, saying, "Fear not, I am the first and the last,
Rev_1:18  and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and I have the keys of Death and Hades.

Rev_9:1  And the fifth angel blew his trumpet, and I saw a star fallen from heaven to earth, and he was given the key to the shaft of the bottomless pit. 

Rev_20:1  Then I saw an angel coming down from heaven, holding in his hand the key to the bottomless pit and a great chain.

v8  - What Jesus knows about the church of Philadelphia.

· I know your works: Jesus says this to each of the seven churches. The church at Philadelphia had served God well in difficult circumstances, and Jesus knew it.

· I have set before you an open door, and no one can shut it: The church in Philadelphia has an open door set before them. Often, an open door speaks of evangelistic opportunity (1Co_16:9, 2Co_2:12, and Col_4:3). Jesus tells them that He has opened the door of evangelistic opportunity to them, and they must go through that door in faith.

· In its history, Philadelphia had a great "evangelistic" calling. The city had the mission of spreading Greek culture and language through the whole region. Now Jesus opens the door for them to spread the culture of His kingdom through the whole region.

· Jesus tells them to see that they have this open door. Sometimes God sets an open door of evangelistic opportunity in front of us, but we don't see it. 
· A man who had been touched for Jesus came to Spurgeon and asked how he could win others to Jesus. Spurgeon asked him, "What are you? What do you do?" The man said, "I'm an engine driver on a train." "Then," said Spurgeon, "Is the man who shovels coal on your train a Christian?"  "I don't know," said the man.  "Go back," said Spurgeon, and find out and start on him."

· Once we see the open door, we then have to walk through it. God wants us to take every evangelistic opportunity that He opens up before us.

· There may be another sense to this open door. These Christians in Philadelphia seem to have been excluded from the synagogue (Rev_3:9). The open door may also speak of their opportunity to enter God's kingdom in contrast with their exclusion from the synagogue.

· And no one can shut it: The emphasis is on unhindered openness. There is nothing that can keep them from their access to this door. Since Jesus is He who opens and no one shuts, and shuts and no one opens (Rev_3:7), He has the authority to keep this door open for the Christians in Philadelphia.

· "David could shut or open the kingdom of Israel to whom he pleased. He was not bound to leave the kingdom even to his eldest son. He could choose whom he pleased to succeed him. The kingdom of the Gospel, and the kingdom of heaven, are at the disposal of Christ." (Clarke)

· For you have a little strength: The term a little strength does not imply weakness, but real strength. They were weak enough to be strong in the Lord. We can be "too strong" or "too big" or too sure of ourselves for God to really use us. The church in Philadelphia had the poverty of spirit to know they really needed God's strength.

· "It is not a matter of great strength, not great ability but great dependability. Samson had great ability but poor dependability. A little strength faithfully used means more than much strength flashily and fitfully used." (Havner)

· The Apostle Paul was a great example of this dynamic of weakness and strength. God's strength was made evident in his weaknesses (2Co_12:7-10).

· Have kept My word, and have not denied My name: The church in Philadelphia also was faithful to Jesus and His word. The idea behind have not denied My name is not only that they expressed their allegiance to Jesus, but that they lived in a way that was faithful to the name and character of Jesus.

· Some churches that claim great faithfulness to the word of Jesus deny His name - His character. They represent the manner and style of Jesus as something very different from what the Bible shows.

· Look at the features of the church in Philadelphia:

· Evangelistic opportunity (I have set before you an open door)

· Reliance on God (You have a little strength)

· Faithfulness to Jesus (have kept My word, and have not denied My name)

· In some ways, these features seem "unspectacular." They should be commonplace among churches. Yet Jesus was completely pleased with this church. He has nothing negative to say to the church at Philadelphia.

· "The church of Philadelphia is commended for keeping the Word of the Lord and not denying His Name. 
· Success in Christian work is not to be measured by any other standard of achievement.
· It is not rise in ecclesiastical position. 
· It is not the number of new buildings which have been built.

· It is not the size of the congregation. 
· All of these things are frequently used as yardsticks of success, but they are earthly and not heavenly measures." (Barnhouse)

v9-10 - What Jesus will do for the Christians of Philadelphia.

· I will make those of the synagogue of Satan: Apparently, the Christians in Philadelphia were persecuted by Jewish people (the synagogue). However, these persecuting Jews were Jews in name only (who say they are Jews and are not, but lie). In fact, they have no spiritual connection to Abraham or to the people of faith.

· In this, Jesus does not speak against all Jewish people. It would be entirely wrong to speak of the Jewish people as a whole as the synagogue of Satan or those who say they are Jews and are not. Jesus spoke of this specific group of Jewish people in Philadelphia who persecuted the Christians during that period.

· I will make them come and worship before your feet: In this, Jesus promises that He will vindicate His people and make sure that their persecutors recognize they are wrong, and that Jesus and His followers are right. The thought is of vindication before self-righteous "spiritual" persecutors. God promises that the church in Philadelphia will be vindicated before their persecutors.

· God promised Israel that Gentiles would honor them and acknowledge their God (Isa_45:14). Now the tables are somewhat turned, and these Jewish people "will play the role of the heathen and honor the Christians by worshipping God before the Christians.
· They will learn that I have loved you: As those who were once their enemies worship along side them, they are destroyed as enemies. They now know that Jesus has loved these people they once persecuted. The best way to destroy the enemies of the gospel is to pray that God would change them into friends.

· I will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the whole world: Jesus also promises them protection from the hour of trial coming on the whole world.
· (Matthew Henry) Those who keep the gospel in a time of peace shall be kept by Christ in an hour of trial. By keeping the gospel they are prepared for the trial; and the same divine grace that has made them fruitful in times of peace will make them faithful in times of persecution.
· To try those who dwell on the earth: The test is directed against those who dwell on the earth. This phrase is used nine times in the Book of Revelation, and it speaks of those who are not saved in Jesus. Rev_17:8 makes the term synonymous with the lost: And those who dwell on the earth will marvel, whose names are not written in the Book of Life from the foundation of the world. This test is for unbelievers, not Christians.

· Christians are different. Though we walk on this earth, our dwelling place is in heaven. We have been seated in heavenly places in Jesus (Eph_2:6). We do not dwell on the earth, our life is hidden in Jesus (Col_3:3).

v11 - What Jesus wants the church of Philadelphia to do.

· Behold, I am coming quickly (G: tachu – suddenly by surprise): First, the church at Philadelphia must remember that Jesus is coming quickly, and they must prepare for His coming. 

· "The expression 'quickly' is to be understood as something which is sudden and unexpected, not necessarily immediate." (Walvoord)

· Hold fast what you have: The church at Philadelphia must not depart from its solid foundation, as described in Rev_3:8:

· Evangelistic opportunity (I have set before you an open door)

· Reliance on God (You have a little strength)

· Faithfulness to Jesus (have kept My word, and have not denied My name)

· These things can and must continue among the church in Philadelphia, but it will only happen as they hold fast what they have.

· That no one may take your crown: If they fail to hold fast, their crown might be given to another. The idea is not stolen, but given.

· This is not a crown of royalty, given because of royal birth. This is a crown of victory. Jesus encourages His saints to finish their course with victory, to "play the second half" just as strongly as they "played the first half."

· "Never forget that the man most likely to steal your crown is yourself. 'Keep thy heart with all diligence, for out of it are the issues of life' (Pro_4:23). You are in no greater danger from anyone or anything than from yourself." (Havner)

v12 - A promise of reward.

· He who overcomes, I will make him a pillar: Overcomers are told that they will be as a pillar in the temple of My God. Pillars were pictures of strength, stability, and dignified beauty.

· The ancient city of Philadelphia suffered from frequent earthquakes. When a building collapsed in an earthquake often all that remained were the huge pillars. Jesus offers us this same strength, to remain standing in Him when everything around us crumbles.

· The pillar holds up the building. The only thing supporting the pillar is the foundation. True pillars in the church support the church, and they look to Jesus as their support foundation.

· He shall go out no more: The overcomer will have a place of permanence and stability with God, in contrast to an uncertain place in this world.

· "The citizens of Philadelphia lived an unsettled and tremulous life. Whenever the earthquake tremors came, and they came often, the people of Philadelphia fled from the city out into the open country, to escape the falling masonry and the flying stones which accompanied a severe earthquake shock. Then, when the earth was quiet again, they returned. In their fear the people of Philadelphia were always going out and coming in; they were always fleeing from the city and then returning to it." (Barclay)

· I will write on him the name of My God . . . I will write on him My new name: The overcomer also receives many names - of God, the New Jerusalem, and the new name of Jesus. These names are marks of identification because they show who we belong to. They are marks of intimacy, because it shows we are privileged to know Him in ways others are not.

· This works together well with the image of a pillar. In the ancient world, having a special inscribed pillar added to one of the temples sometimes honored a faithful city servant or distinguished priest. "Philadelphia honored its illustrious sons by putting their names on the pillars of its temples, so that all who came to worship might see and remember." (Barclay)

v13 - A general exhortation to all who will hear.

· He who has an ear, let him hear: We all want to hear the praise and encouragement Jesus gives to the church at Philadelphia. If we would be like this church, we must stay on their foundation, which was Jesus' name and Jesus' word. We must also depend on their source of strength which was Jesus, not themselves. 
