Adult III – 13 September 2015 – Revelation 1:5-7
Revelation 1 - Introduction; A Vision of Jesus

v5b-6 - A statement of praise to Jesus.

· To Him who loved us: What a beautiful title for Jesus!  When loved is used, in the past tense, it points back to a particular time and place where Jesus loved us.  It should be pointed out that many translations have loves us (such as NASB, NIV, and NLT), but there is something beautiful about loved us.  It looks back to the cross.  Every believer should be secure in God's love, not based on their present circumstances (which may be difficult), but based on the ultimate demonstration of love at the cross.  

· Paul put it like this in Rom_5:8: But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us.  The work of Jesus on the cross for us is God's ultimate proof of His love for you.  He may give additional proof, but He can give no greater proof.

· ***** No wonder many believers are not secure in knowing the love of Jesus towards them!  They look to their present circumstances to measure His love.  Instead, they need to look back to the cross, settle the issue once for all, and give praise to Jesus, to Him who loved us!

William Newell (1868-1956) on loved us, in Romans 8:37 - Nay, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him that loved us.: "It is this past tense gospel the devil hates . . . Let a preacher be continually saying, 'God loves you, Christ loves you,' and he and his congregation will by and by be losing sight of both their sinnerhood and of the substitutionary atonement of the cross, where the love of God and of Christ was once for all and supremely set forth."
· And washed us from our sins in His own blood: This is what happened when Jesus us loved us at the cross.  He washed us - cleansed us from the deep stain of sin, so that we really are clean before Him.  This is worth praising Jesus about!
· If we understand our own deep sinfulness, this seems almost too good to be true.  We can stand clean before God - clean from the deepest of stains.  No wonder the same Apostle John would write, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness (1John 1:9).
· Notice the order: first loved, then washed.  It wasn't that God washed us out of some sense of duty, and then loved us because were then clean.  He loved us while we were dirty, but then He washed us to make us clean because he loved us.

· In fact, washing proves love.  God loves us so much that He washed us.  With merely a whisper, He could destroy every sinner and start over with brand-new creatures.  But He doesn't.  He loves us so much that He washed us.

· And has made us kings and priests to His God and Father: This is status Jesus gives to those whom He loved at the cross and who are washed . . . in His own blood.  It would have been enough just to love them and cleanse them.  But He goes far beyond, and makes us kings and priests to His God and Father.  This is more than Adam ever was.  Even in the innocence of Eden we never read of Adam among the kings and priests of God.  This is worth praising Jesus about.
· This has been God’s plan for those he loved:
Exo 19:5  Now therefore, if ye will obey my voice indeed, and keep my covenant, then ye shall be a peculiar treasure unto me above all people: for all the earth is mine: 

Exo 19:6  And ye shall be unto me a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation.

1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light: 

1Pe 2:10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.
· We are kings, so we are God's royalty-this speaks of privilege, of status, of authority.  
· We are priests, so we are God's special servants.  We represent God to man and man to God.  
· We offer sacrifice unto Him (Heb_13:15).  
· We have privileged access to the presence of God (Rom_5:1-2).

· Kings and priests: In the Old Testament, it was forbidden to combine the offices of king and priest.  King Uzziah of Judah is an example of a man who tried to combine the two offices, and paid the penalty for it (2Ch_26:16-23).  But under the New Covenant, we can be like Jesus in the sense that He is both King and High Priest (Jesus: Luk_1:31-33(king); Heb_4:14(priest)).

· To Him be glory and dominion forever and ever: In light of all that Jesus has done for us, shouldn't we praise Him?  Shouldn't we honor Him will all glory and dominion forever and ever?  When we say this, we aren't giving Jesus glory and dominion.  We are simply recognizing that He has it, and honoring Him for it.

· To recognize the dominion of Jesus is to let Him rule over us.  
· "Again, if we truly say, 'To him be glory and dominion,' then we must give him dominion over ourselves.  Each man is a little empire of three kingdoms - body, soul, and spirit - and it should be a united kingdom.  Make Christ king of it all.  Do not allow any branch of those three kingdoms to set up for itself a distinct rule; put them all under the sway of your one King." (Spurgeon)

v7 - An opening description of the return of Jesus.

Mat_24:30  And then shall appear the sign of the Son of man in heaven: and then shall all the tribes of the earth mourn, and they shall see the Son of man coming in the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 

Mat_26:64  Jesus saith unto him, Thou hast said: nevertheless I say unto you, Hereafter shall ye see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven. 

Mar_13:26  And then shall they see the Son of man coming in the clouds with great power and glory. 

Mar_14:62  And Jesus said, I am: and ye shall see the Son of man sitting on the right hand of power, and coming in the clouds of heaven.

Dan 7:13  I saw in the night visions, and, behold, one like the Son of man came with the clouds of heaven, and came to the Ancient of days, and they brought him near before him. 

Dan 7:14  And there was given him dominion, and glory, and a kingdom, that all people, nations, and languages, should serve him: his dominion is an everlasting dominion, which shall not pass away, and his kingdom that which shall not be destroyed.

· Behold, He is coming: With this we are introduced to the great theme of the book. This is a command to look - to check it out.  John moves from praising Jesus to describing His return.  He wants us to behold the coming of Jesus.  Jesus said that we should watch and wait for His coming (Mat_24:42).  It is something to keep before the eye of our mind, to behold.

· This wasn't a supernatural vision of Jesus' return.  That supernatural vision will come later.  This is description is based from John's understanding of Old Testament promises of the Messiah's return and Jesus' own words about His return.  For example, John knew that Jesus was coming because Jesus said He was coming.  Jesus said, I will come again and receive you to Myself (John 14:3). 

· "Christ has not gone to heaven to say there.  He has gone for the church's benefit; and for his church's benefit he will return again." (Seiss)

· He is coming with clouds: When Jesus comes, He will be surrounded by clouds.  This will be true literally, because when Jesus left this earth, He was taken up into a cloud, and God said that He would return in the same manner (Act_1:9-11).  It will also be true figuratively, because multitudes believers are called clouds in a figurative manner (Heb_12:1).  Clouds are commonly associated with God's presence and glory (Exo_13:21-22, 16:10, 19:9, and 24:15-18), relating to the Old Testament cloud of glory called the Shekinah.

· And every eye will see Him: When Jesus comes, it won't be a "secret" coming.  Everyone will know.  At His first coming, Jesus was somewhat obscure.  During His earthly ministry, He never made front-page news in Rome.  But when Jesus comes again, every eye will see Him.  The whole world will know.

· John didn't need a special vision to know every eye will see Him.  John heard Jesus Himself say, (Mat_24:26-27) Therefore if they say to you, "Look, He is in the desert!" do not go out; or "Look, He is in the inner rooms!" do not believe it.  For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 

· Even they who pierced Him: When Jesus comes, it will be a particularly meaningful revelation for the Jewish people.  Of course, it was not the Jews alone who pierced Him.  But we know John has in mind the revelation of Jesus to His own people because this is an allusion to Zec_12:10.
Zec 12:10  And I will pour upon the house of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom they have pierced, and they shall mourn for him, as one mourneth for his only son, and shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is in bitterness for his firstborn. 

· When Jesus reveals Himself to His own people, the Jews, it will not be in anger.  By that time, the Jewish nation will have turned to Jesus, trusting in Him as their Messiah (Mat_23:39, Rom_11:25-26).  When they see Jesus, and His pierced hands and feet, it will be a painful reminder of their previous rejection of Him.  It will fulfill the scene of Zec_12:10: 
· All the kindreds/tribes/nation of the earth will wail/mourn because of Him: When Jesus comes, it won't be only the Jewish people who mourn because of their previous rejection of Jesus.  Since there will be people saved from all the tribes of the earth (Rev_7:9), everyone will have a part in this mourning.  We will all look at the scars on Jesus and say "We did this to Him." 
