Adult III – 14 June 2015 – Notes on 2 Samuel 14:25 – 15:18
2 Samuel 14 - Absalom Returns to Jerusalem

v25-27 - Absalom's handsome appearance.

· In all Israel there was no one who was praised as much as Absalom for his good looks: This begins to explain why Absalom was popular in Israel. Israel was attracted to King Saul because he was a very good-looking man (1Sa_9:2).

· Absalom was also a man of political destiny. He was the third son of David (2Sa_3:2-5). The firstborn Amnon was gone, and we hear nothing more of Chileab, the second born. It is likely that Absalom was the crown prince, next in line for the throne.

· He weighed the hair of his head at two hundred shekels: Absalom had such a great head of hair that he cut five and one-half pounds of hair off his head every year.

· He was extremely proud of his long hair, and he lost his life because of it.

· One daughter whose name was Tamar: Absalom was a man of deep and sympathetic feeling. He memorialized his wronged sister Tamar by naming a daughter after her.

v28-32 - Absalom is refused audience with the king.

· Absalom dwelt two full years in Jerusalem, but did not see the king's face: During these two years we can imagine that Absalom grew more and more bitter against David. He was reconciled but only partially; David offered only a partial, incomplete reconciliation. 

· Absalom was banished from Israel because he murdered his brother Amnon (2 Sam 13). Yet Absalom felt entirely justified in killing the man who raped his sister. His sense of justification made the bitterness against David more intense.

· Joab's field is near mine, and he has barley there; go and set it on fire: Frustrated that he can't see his father, Absalom burns Joab's fields to get his attention. This shows how brutal and amoral Absalom was.

· At the same time, sometimes God gets our attention by setting our "barley field" on fire. "He, knowing that we will not come by any other means, sendeth a serious trial - he sets our barley-field on fire, which he has a right to do, seeing our barley-fields are far more his than they are ours." (Spurgeon)

· If there is any iniquity in me, let him execute me: This statement reflects Absalom's sense that he was fully justified in what he did.

v33 -David receives Absalom.

· So Joab went to the king and told him: As brutal and amoral as Absalom was, it worked. Burning Joab's fields got his attention and made Joab intercede on Absalom's behalf.

· He came to the king and bowed himself on his face to the ground: Absalom outwardly submits to David, but David's two-year refusal to reconcile left a legacy of bitterness in Absalom that will turn out badly for David, for Absalom, and for Israel.

· Then the king kissed Absalom: David offered Absalom forgiveness without any repentance or resolution of the wrong. In personal relationships it is often a sign of love and graciousness to overlook a wrong.  But as King of Israel this was more than a personal matter with David. He was the "chief judge" of Israel and David excused and overlooked Absalom's obvious crimes.
2 Samuel 15 - Absalom's Rebellion

v1-6 - Absalom steals the hearts of the men of Israel.

· Chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him: This means that Absalom did not want the chariot for speed, but to make an impressive procession. This is Absalom the politician, sensing what the people want and knowing how to provide them with the image of what they want. 

· Whenever anyone who had a lawsuit came to the king for a decision: Ancient kings were more than the heads of government, they were also the "supreme court" of their kingdom. If someone believed that a local court did not give them justice they appealed to the court of the king, where the king or a representative of the king heard their case.

· Your case is good and right; but there is no deputy of the king to hear you: Absalom stirred up dissatisfaction with David's government and campaigned against David by promising to provide justice that David denied the people.

· Oh, that I were made judge in the land . . . I would give him justice: Absalom had reason to be disillusioned with David's administration of justice. When Amnon raped Tamar David did nothing; when Absalom did something about it, David banished Absalom and kept him at a distance even when he came back.

· Whenever anyone came near to bow down to him, that he would put out his hand and take him and kiss him: Absalom was skilled at projecting a "man of the people" image. In an obvious display, he wouldn't let others bow down to him but would lift them up, shake their hand, and embrace them.

· From what we know of Absalom we can guess that he really didn't consider himself a "man of the people" at all. He regularly acted as if he was above others and the laws that applied to others didn't apply to him. He knew he was better looking, better connected, better off, and had better political instincts than most anyone. But these political instincts made Absalom know that he had to create the image of a man of the people.
· In ancient Israel they were too easily impressed by image and too slow to see or appreciate the reality behind the image. Since then, we are only more impressed by image over reality.

· Absalom stole the hearts of the men of Israel: Absalom's cunning campaign worked. He became more popular and more trusted than David.

· Absalom knew exactly how to do this.

· He carefully cultivated an exciting, enticing image (chariots and horses, and fifty men to run before him)
· He worked hard (Absalom would rise early)
· He knew where to position himself (beside the way to the gate)
· He looked for troubled people (anyone who had a lawsuit)
· He reached out to troubled people (Absalom would call to him)
· He took a personal interest in the troubled person (What city are you from?)
· He sympathized with the person (your case is good and right)
· He never attacked David directly  (no deputy of the king to hear you)
· He left the troubled person more troubled (no deputy of the king to hear you)
· Without directly attacking David, Absalom promised to do better (Oh, that I were made judge in the land, and everyone who has any suit or cause would come to me; then I would give him justice)

· Absalom's clever approach made him able to subvert and divide David's kingdom without saying any specific thing that could condemn him. If someone objected Absalom would simply say, "Tell me one specific thing that I have said or done." In fact, Absalom could do all this and say, "I'm helping David to deal with all this discontent" while Absalom was in fact promoting discontent.

· David was Israel's greatest king - and Israel became dissatisfied with him and let a wicked, amoral man steal their hearts. How could it happen?

· Because David was getting older
· Because David's sins diminished his standing
· Because people like change and Absalom was exciting
· Because Absalom was very skilled and cunning
· Because David had to enter into the fellowship of His sufferings, and be rejected like the Son of David would later be rejected
· A king, the greatest that ever lived, a profound politician, an able general, a brave soldier, a poet of genius and character, a prophet of the Most High God, and the deliverer of his country, driven from his dominions by his own son, abandoned by his fickle people." 

· We might say that Absalom's greatest sin was impatience. 
v7-10 - Absalom plans the overthrow of David's kingdom.

· After forty years: This may be Absalom's age at the time, but some believe that this is a minor corruption of the text and that it should read four years, based on the readings in Syriac and Arabic translations, Josephus, and some Hebrew manuscripts.

· Let me go to Hebron and pay the vow which I made to the Lord: Absalom committed treason under the guise of worship. He knew that the appearance of spirituality could work in his favor.

· It is possible that Absalom did all this feeling spiritual and in God's will. Men in Absalom's place often deceive themselves with words like this: "Lord, You know we need new leadership. Thank you for raising me up for such a time as this. Guide me and bless me, Oh Lord, as I endeavor to do what is best for Your people." 

· Divisive people almost never see themselves as divisive. They see themselves as crusaders for God's righteous cause and often believe or hope God's hand is upon them. This is especially a problem when many will only believe a person is divisive if they admit they are divisive.

· Go in peace: Ironically, these are David's last words to Absalom. Upon hearing these Absalom went to carry on the plot to overthrow David's kingdom

· Absalom reigns in Hebron: Absalom counted on the hope that most of Israel would see this as succession not treason.

v11-12 - Legitimacy for Absalom's government.

· With Absalom went two hundred men invited from Jerusalem: Absalom wisely knew that he needed others to endorse - or to appear to endorse - his government. He counted on these two hundred men, who were not against David, to at least be silent - and give the impression that they were for Absalom.

· When the innocent and unknowing are among the divisive, their silence is always received as agreement.
· Absalom sent for Ahithophel the Gilonite, David's counselor: Absalom's government gained more prestige when one of David's top aides defected to his side. 

· Ahithophel was renowned for his wisdom and wise counsel (2Sa_16:23). Even wise men can be led into siding with divisive leaders. In Ahithophel's case it was probably prompted by a sense of personal hurt and bitterness because of what David did to Ahithophel's granddaughter Bathsheba (2Sa_11:3 and 23:34).

· While he offered sacrifices: Absalom was careful to keep up his religious practices, both for the sake of image and because he was deceived enough to think that God wanted to bless him.

· And the conspiracy grew strong: Once some started coming to Absalom's side it encouraged more and more to come. Momentum builds because others are doing it.

v13-18 - David flees from Jerusalem.

· Arise, and let us flee; or we shall not escape from Absalom: David knew well that Absalom was a ruthless man who valued power over principle. He didn't want the city of Jerusalem to become a battleground (strike the city with the edge of the sword) so he fled the city.

· The king's . . . the king . . . the king: The writer here wants to emphasize that David is the king, despite Absalom's treachery.

· The king left ten women, concubines, to keep the house: David thought - and had reason to think - that these ten woman could be safely left behind. He felt he needed someone to look after the house.

· Sadly, this also tells us that David had at least ten concubines. A concubine was essentially a legal mistress. In addition to David's many wives, this shows that David was a man who sometimes indulged his passions instead of restraining them in a godly way.

· All the Cherethites, all the Pelethites: These men comprised David's personal bodyguard. The Gittites faithfully followed him from the time he lived among the Philistines (who followed him from Gath). These men who were faithful to David before he became successful also stick with him when his success seems to be fading away.

· It is remarkable that in this defining moment foreigners rallied around David; it is more remarkable - and tragic - that his own countrymen and his own family are nowhere to be found. 

· Passed before the king: As David watched this procession leave Jerusalem and head for safety, he was greatly pained. This is reflected in the Psalm that David wrote during this time.

· David was afraid: My heart is severely pained within me, and the terrors of death have fallen upon me. Fearfulness and trembling have come upon me, and horror has overwhelmed me. And I said, "Oh that I had wings like a dove! For then I would fly away and be at rest. Indeed, I would wander far off, and remain in the wilderness. I would hasten my escape from the windy storm and tempest." (Psa_55:4-8)

· David put his trust in God: Lord, how they have increased who trouble me! Many are they who rise up against me. Many are they who say of me, "There is no help for him in God." But You, O Lord, are a shield for me, my glory and the One who lifts up my head. I cried to the Lord with my voice, and He heard me from His holy hill. I lay down and slept; I awoke, for the Lord sustained me. I will not be afraid of ten thousands of people who have set themselves against me all around. (Psa_3:1-6)

· Psalms 41, 61, 62, and 63 were also written during this period.

