Adult III – 8 February 2015 – Notes on 1 Samuel 30:16-31:2
1 Samuel 30 - David in Victory Again

v16-20  David routs and spoils the Amalekites, winning back everything that was taken.

· Catching the Amalekites in the midst of their victory celebration, David and his men attacked them from twilight until the evening of the next day. How surprised the Amalekites must have been! They figured that all the Philistine and Israelite armies were far to the north, preparing to fight each other. They weren't expecting this army that was neither Philistine, nor among the Israelite army.

· Twilight is probably a bad translation here, and it should be from dawn until evening of the next day. "The Hebrew word nesep, translated 'dawn' in Job_7:4 and Psa_119:147, has this sense here . . . Having noted the situation, David and his men took some rest and attacked at first light, when the Amalekites would be suffering from the soporific effects of the feast, and least able to defend themselves." (Baldwin <Baldwin.htm>)

· David recovered all that the Amalekites had carried away: Everything that the enemy had taken, David took back. God gave him a complete victory, because David strengthened himself in the Lord his God (1Sa_30:6), David inquired of the Lord (1Sa_30:8), David did what God told him to do, and David showed unexpected care and kindness to others.

· God's promise was proved true. When David inquired of the Lord, God promised You shall surely overtake them and without fail recover all (1Sa_30:8). The promise was fulfilled exactly, but it wasn't fulfilled as David sat back passively and said, "All right God, now You can do it." The Lord fulfilled His promise, but He used David's actions to fulfill the promise. God's promise didn't exclude David's cooperation, the promise invited his cooperation.

· This is David's spoil: God gave David even more than what was promised. He received spoil from the battle, beyond what had been taken from Ziklag. This was blessing straight from the grace of God.
· Some wonder why David was allowed to keep the spoil of the Amalekites when Saul was expressly commanded to not keep any spoil from that nation (1Sa_15:1-3), and was judged by God for not obeying that command (1Sa_15:13-23). The answers are simple: 
· First, David had no specific command from God to destroy all the spoil from the Amalekites, as Saul did. 
· Second, David was recovering what the Amalekites had taken from others, though he recovered far beyond what was taken from his city. 
· Third, David was not acting as the king of Israel, representing the Lord's nation, as Saul was. So in this case, simply put, the rules were different for David.

v21-25 - The spoils are distributed equally among those who fought and those who supported.

· Now David came to the two hundred men who had been so weary they could not follow David: Apparently, when David was in swift pursuit of the Amalekites, 200 men among his company could not continue on. So they made a camp where they were, and lightened the supply load from the soldiers who would continue. Now, David returns to the two hundred men who stayed by the supply camp.
· Then all the wicked and worthless men of those who went with David answered and said: When David returned, these men of the supply camp saw their own possessions among the spoils of battle, and they wanted them back. The wicked and worthless men (apparently, there were some among David's men) protested, and said they could only have back every man's wife and children, but none of their original possessions.
· My brethren, you shall not do so with what the Lord has given us . . . But as his part is who goes down to the battle, so shall his part be who stays by the supplies, they shall share alike. David declares an important principle: the supply lines are just as vital as the soldiers are and God will reward both "soldiers" and "supporters" properly.
· Many people serve the Lord in invisible, behind-the-scenes ways, often supporting a much more visible aspect of the Lord's work. God will support the hidden servant with the same reward as prominent servant.

· The wicked and worthless men looked at the spoil and said, "We fought for this spoil and it is ours." David looked at the spoil and said, "Look at what the Lord has given us." When you looked at it that way, how could you not share? When the Lord had given David such a great victory, he really saw it as the Lord's victory more than his own.

· This principle was so important that it was declared to be a statute and an ordinance for Israel to this day. The principle should be declared and believed among God's people today.

There is encouragement for the weary here. "You Little-Faiths, you Despondencies, you Much-Afraids, you Feeble-Minds, you that sigh more than you sing, you that would but cannot, you that have a great heart for holiness, but feel beaten back in your struggles, the Lord shall give you his love, his grace, his favor, as surely as he gives it to those who can do great things in his name." (Spurgeon)

ii. Poole on why those who stayed back were worthy of a portion of the spoil: "The reason of it is manifest, because they were exposed to hazards as well as their brethren, and were a reserve to whom they might retreat in case of a defeat; and they were now in actual service, and in the station in which their general had placed them."

v26-31 - David mends strained relationships.

· When David came to Ziklag, he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah, to his friends: David knew that his time among the Philistines had strained his relationships with God's people. Now he knows he must do whatever he can to put things right again, so he sent some of the spoil to the elders of Judah.
· This is the final step in David's getting things right after his time of backsliding among the Philistines.

· David strengthened himself in the Lord his God.

· David inquired of the Lord.

· David believed God's promise.

· David did what God told him to do.

· David showed unexpected care and kindness to others. (Egyptian slave)
· David saw it as the Lord's victory.

· David shared the reward with others.

· David did what he could to mend relationships.

· Here is a present for you from the spoil of the enemies of the Lord: David sent spoil from the battle to more than 13 cities. Obviously, there was spoil to spare from the battle. 
· It was to his friends in those parts he sent, not to the inhabitants of Ziph and Keilah, which were places in the tribe of Judah; but these having attempted to betray him, were not entitled to his favors, though they were not the objects of his vengeance:
1 Samuel 31 - The Death of Saul and His Sons

v1-2 - The battle turns against Israel and The death of Saul's sons.

· So the Philistines fought against Israel: The Philistines had attacked deep into Israeli territory (1Sa_28:4), and Saul's army assembled and prepared for battle at Mount Gilboa (1Sa_28:4). Because of his deep rebellion against the Lord, Saul was not ready for battle: When Saul saw the army of the Philistines, he was afraid, and his heart trembled greatly (1Sa_28:5).

· Instead of taking his fears to the Lord, Saul made things even worse by seeking God's voice through a spirit medium. Strangely, God did speak to Saul, but God spoke words of judgment to Saul through an unusual appearance of the prophet Samuel. Samuel told Saul that he and his sons would die the next day (1Sa_28:19). 1Sa_31:1 is the next day.

· The Philistines fought against Israel, and David wanted to be part of this group of Philistines (1Sa_29:2, 8). It was the Lord's mercy that did not allow David to take up with these enemies of the Lord.

· The men of Israel fled from before the Philistines, and fell slain on Mount Gilboa: Gilboa was the location of the Israeli army camp (1Sa_28:4), so the battle has turned so badly for Israel that they are in full retreat, back to their own camp.

· And the Philistines killed Jonathan, Abinadab, and Malchishua, Saul's sons: Tragically, Saul's sons are affected in the judgment of God against their father Saul.

· The brave and worthy Jonathan dies as we might expect him to - loyally fighting for his God, his country, and his father the king unto the very end.

· Their death was tragic, yet important in God's plan. In taking the logical heirs to Saul's throne, God cleared the way for David to become the next king of Israel. We know that if Jonathan had survived, he would have gladly yielded the throne to David (1Sa_18:1-4). But the same could not be said of Saul's other sons, so God was merciful to the nation and to David in taking Saul's sons in battle. God was also merciful to Jonathan, sparing him the ordeal of having to side with David against his own brothers.

· There was also a special providence of God in taking away Jonathan, (who of all Saul's sons seems to have been the fairest for the crown,) for the preventing divisions, which have happened amongst the people concerning the successor; David's way to the crown being by this means made the more clear.
· As it was, David had to deal with Ishbosheth, the one surviving son of Saul before taking the undisputed throne of Israel (2Sa_2:8 through 4:12).

