Adult III – 14 December 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 23:19-24:8
1 Samuel 23 - David Saves Keliah; David Escapes from Saul

v19-23 - The Ziphites betray David.

· Our part shall be to deliver him into the king's hand: For every faithful Jonathan, there is also a Ziphite, someone willing to betray. Many a godly man or woman has known both friends and betrayers, just as Jesus did.

· Blessed are you of the Lord: Saul was so spiritually warped that he could say to the betrayers of an innocent man, "Blessed are you of the Lord."

· I am told that he is very crafty: It wasn't David's craftiness that had kept him from Saul's clutches so far. It was the goodness and faithfulness of the Lord. But Saul doesn't want to believe that, so he thinks and says David's protection is due to his being very crafty.

· At this time, David expressed his feelings to the Lord in song, and that song is preserved for us in Psalm 54. The title to that Psalm reads, A Contemplation of David when the Ziphites went and said to Saul, "Is David not hiding with us?"
(ESV)

Psa 54:1  O God, save me by your name, and vindicate me by your might. 

Psa 54:2  O God, hear my prayer; give ear to the words of my mouth. 

Psa 54:3  For strangers have risen against me; ruthless men seek my life; they do not set God before themselves. Selah. (A change of focus here…)
Psa 54:4  Behold, God is my helper; the Lord is the upholder of my life. 

Psa 54:5  He will return the evil to my enemies; in your faithfulness put an end to them. 

Psa 54:6  With a freewill offering I will sacrifice to you; I will give thanks to your name, O LORD, for it is good. 

Psa 54:7  For he has delivered me from every trouble, and my eye has looked in triumph on my enemies.
· In Psalm 54, David called out to the Lord for help:  (Psa_54:1).

· In Psalm 54, David understood his enemies: (Psa_54:3).

· In Psalm 54, David expressed his confidence in the Lord: (Psa_54:4).

· In Psalm 54, David let go of the bitterness and fear and praised the Lord instead: (Psa_54:6).

· See how David left the treachery of his supposed friends with the One who is sufficient to deal with them. He is now looking at God. First he was looking at his enemies and these supposed friends of his, but now he sees them through God. 
· If you begin with God, your enemies grow small. 
· If you begin with the enemy, you may never reach God.
v24-29 - David's dramatic, narrow escape.

· Saul went on one side of the mountain, and David and his men on the other side of the mountain: If only Saul had known that David was so close! They are on the same mountain (what we would think of as a large hill), separated by the ridge. Saul did his best to trap David, and it looked like he would.

· But a messenger came to Saul: Out of the blue - actually, out of heaven - a messenger came to Saul, and drew him away from David to fight the Philistines. The hand of God was so evident that David and his men made a memorial of the spot: they called that place the Rock of Escape.
1 Samuel 24 - David Spares Saul's Life

v1-2  Saul seeks David in the Wilderness of En Gedi.

· When Saul had returned from following the Philistines: In the previous chapter, God miraculously delivered David by drawing Saul away to fight the Philistines at the moment Saul was ready to capture David. But when Saul was done with the Philistines, he went back to pursuing David.

· When we have victory and they are sent away, they come back, and will keep coming back until we go to glory with the Lord. That is the only permanent victory we will find.

· The Wilderness of En Gedi: In the barren, desolate territory surround the Dead Sea, there is a canyon that runs westward from the Dead Sea. That canyon is called En Gedi, and one can still visit there today and see the flowing spring that makes a good sized creek flow down the canyon, and makes En Gedi, with its waterfalls and vegetation seem more like a tropical paradise than the middle of the desert. 

· Numerous caves dot the hills. This is a great place for David and his men to hide out! 
· Because it is in the middle of barren desert, scouts could easily detect approaching troops. 
· There was plenty of water and wildlife, and many caves and defensive positions.

v3   Without knowing, Saul comes to a cave where David and his men are hiding.

· The sheepcotes/sheepfolds indicates that this was a large cave, large enough to shelter a flock of sheep, so all or most of David's 600 men could be hidden in the recesses of the cave.

· Saul went in to attend to his needs: Since the Bible is a real book, dealing with real people, living real lives, we aren't surprised to see it describing Saul's attention to his personal needs. But something as basic and common as that was timed and arranged by God, without Saul having any knowledge of God's timing or arrangement of things.

· The fact that Saul went in to attend to his needs also meant that he would come into the cave alone. His soldiers and bodyguards would be out of the cave waiting for him.

· David and his men were staying in the recesses of the cave: What are the chances? Saul must attend to his personal needs at the very moment he passes by the very cave where David hides. This was no coincidence, but arranged by God to test David, to train David, and display the godly heart of David.

v4-7   David restrains himself and his men from killing Saul.

· The men of David said to him: David's men believed this opportunity was a gift from God. They knew it was no coincidence that Saul came alone into that cave at that moment. So, they thought this was an opportunity from God to kill Saul.

· Apparently, on some previous occasion, God had promised David: Behold, I will deliver your enemy into your hand, that you may to do him as it seems good to you. They believed that this was the fulfillment of the promise, and that David needed to seize the promise by faith and by the sword!

· David arose and secretly cut off a corner of Saul's robe: We can imagine David listening to this counsel from his men, and with his sword, creeping quickly towards Saul, covered by the darkness of the cave. David's men are excited; their lives as fugitives are about to end, and they will soon be installed as friends and associates of the new King of Israel. But as David came close to Saul, and put forth his sword, he didn't bring it crashing down on Saul's neck or thrust it through his back. Instead, he secretly cut off a corner of Saul's robe.

· Some wonder how David could have done this without being detected. Saul may have laid his robe down in one part of the cave, and attended to his needs in another part, so David did not have to get right next to Saul to cut off a corner of his robe. Or, it may also be that there was enough noise and commotion from the thousands of men outside of the cave, along with their horses, so that David was simply undetectable.

· What made David decide, "I won't kill Saul; instead I will just cut off the corner of his robe"? He knew that God's promise said, "You will inherit the throne of Israel." He knew that Saul was in the way of that promise. But he also knew it was disobedient of him to kill Saul, because God put Saul in a position of authority, and it was God's job to take care of Saul, not David's. David wanted the promise to be fulfilled, but he refused to try and fulfill God's promise through his own disobedience.

· Sometimes, when we have a promise from God, we think we are justified in sinning to pursue that promise. This is always wrong. A husband may say, "God has promised me abundant life according to John_10:10. God wants me to have fullness of joy according to Psalm_16:11. I can't have abundant life or fullness of joy being married to my wife, so I am going to leave her because I have found someone who does give me fullness of joy and abundant life. Thank you Lord for Your promise!" This is always sin. God will fulfill His promises, but He will do it His way, and do it righteously. Instead, we need to be like Abraham, who obeyed God even when it seemed to be at the expense of God's promise, willing to sacrifice the son of promise (Genesis 22). Even more, we need to be like Jesus, who didn't take Satan's offer to "win back the world" at the expense of obedience (Luke_4:5-8).

· Many people in David's situation would find many excuses to justify killing Saul. Think of what one might say: 
· "It was self-defense, because Saul was out to kill me." 
· "It's all right, because God promised me the throne anyway." 
· "It's all right because I’m right, Jonathan knows that I deserve the throne." 
· "This is a God-given opportunity and I should take it." 
· "I'm just so tired of running and fighting Saul. This can end all of that now." 
· But David refused to make any such excuses, and had a radical, obedient trust in God instead. David couldn't have read the Book of Romans yet, but he knew its truth better than many who have: Don't be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good (Rom_12:21).

· In all this, we see that David's heart didn't store up bitterness and anger towards Saul. Even as Saul made David's life completely miserable, David kept taking it to the Lord, and he received the cleansing from the hurt and the bitterness and the anger that the Lord can give. If David had stored up bitterness and anger towards Saul, he probably wouldn't have been able to resist the temptation to kill him at what seemed to be a "risk free" opportunity.
· David's heart troubled him: What a tender conscience in David! Many would only be troubled that they did not take the opportunity to kill Saul. David only cut off the corner of Saul's robe, yet his heart troubled him. Why? Because the robe was a symbol of Saul's royal authority, and David felt bad that he had done anything against Saul's God appointed authority.

· David expresses this when he said, The Lord forbid that I should do this thing to my master, the Lord's anointed . . . seeing he is the anointed of the Lord. David knew better than anyone that Saul was a troubled and corrupt leader, yet it was in God's power to take him away - and David would not put his hand to do what was only the Lord's to do.

· It is that the best conscience that checks for smallest sins.
· So David restrained his servants with these words: David not only kept himself from taking vengeance upon Saul, he restrained his servants also. Many men, in the same situation, would say, "Well, I won't kill Saul now. But if one of my servants does, what can I do?" and therefore leave the door wide open for Saul to be killed. But David wouldn't do that, and he restrained his servants.

· With these words: What words? The words of a humble, tender conscience before God. The words of a man who was convicted at merely cutting off a corner of Saul's robe. When David's servants saw how godly David was, and how much he wanted to please God in everything, their hearts were restrained from doing any evil against Saul.

v8  David reveals his presence to Saul.

· David . . . went out of the cave: David took a big chance here, because he could have simply remained in hiding, secure in the fact that Saul had not found him. But he surrendered himself to Saul, because he saw the opportunity to show Saul his heart towards him.

· David showed great submission to Saul: My lord the king . . . David stooped with his face to the earth and bowed twice. We might think that David had the right to come to Saul as an equal. "Well Saul, we've both been anointed to be king. You've got the throne right now, but I'll have it some day and you know it. So from one anointed man to another, look at how I just spared your life." That wasn't David's attitude at all. Instead, he said: "I respect your place as my leader and as my king."

· David trusted that if he did what was right before God, God would protect him and fulfill the promise.

