Adult III – 7 December 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 22:20-23:18
1 Samuel 22 - David at Adullam Cave, Saul Murders the Priests

v20-23 - David protects Abiathar, the only survivor of Ahimelech's family.

· I knew that day, when Doeg the Edomite was there, that he would surely tell Saul: David showed how he felt about this in Psalm 52, which says in its title A Contemplation of David when Doeg the Edomite went and told Saul, and said to him, "David has gone to the house of Ahimelech."

· In Psalm 52:1-4, David shows his outrage against Doeg: Why boastest thou thyself in mischief, O mighty man? the goodness of God endureth continually. 2Thy tongue deviseth mischiefs; like a sharp razor, working deceitfully. 3Thou lovest evil more than good; and lying rather than to speak righteousness. 4Thou lovest all devouring words, O thou deceitful tongue.. 
· In Psalm 52:5, David shows his confidence in God's judgments: God shall likewise destroy thee forever, he shall take thee away, and pluck thee out of thy dwelling place, and root thee out of the land of the living. 

· In Psalm 52:6-7, David speaks of the judgments of God upon the ungodly as certain: The righteous also shall see, and fear, and shall laugh at him: 7Lo, this is the man that made not God his strength; but trusted in the abundance of his riches, and strengthened himself in his wickedness. 
· In Psalm 52:8-9, David shows his focus on the Lord: But I am like a green olive tree in the house of God; I trust in the mercy of God forever and ever. I will praise You forever, because You have done it; and in the presence of Your saints I will wait on Your name, for it is good. 
· I have caused the death of all the persons of your father's house: David meant this in two ways. In the greater way, it was David's mere presence with Ahimelech that made him guilty before Saul, and there really wasn't anything David or anyone could do about that. In the lesser way, David's lying to Ahimelech made the priest more vulnerable than ever before Saul.

· David's lies did not directly kill Ahimelech and the other priests. But at the very least, he kept Ahimelech from dying with greater honor. If Ahimelech would have known of the conflict between David and Saul, he could have chosen to stand with David, and die with greater honor. Any way you slice it, David's lies came to no good.

· We know from both 1 Samuel and the Psalms that David turned his heart back to the Lord and asked forgiveness after his lies to Ahimelech. David was restored, but there was still bad fruit to come of the lies, and now David sees and tastes that bad fruit.

· With me you shall be safe: David could not do anything about the priests who were already murdered. He confessed his guilt in the matter, and sought forgiveness from the Lord. Now, all he can do is minister to the need in front of him - Abiathar, the surviving priest.
1 Samuel 23 - David Saves Keliah; David Escapes from Saul

v1-4 - God directs David to fight against the Philistines and deliver the city of Keliah.

· Then they told David: When David was hiding out in the stronghold (1Sa_22:5) he was safe, but he couldn't be reached in a time of need to help God's people. One of the great reasons why God called David out of the stronghold, into a place of greater danger (the land of Judah), was so that he could serve and bless God's people more effectively.

· The Philistines are fighting against Keliah, and they are robbing the threshing floors: 
· Why did they bring this plea for help to David, and not to King Saul? 
· Because Saul was not fulfilling his role as king over Israel. 
· It was Saul's job to protect Keliah, it was Saul's job to fight against the Philistines, but Saul wasn't doing his job, so the Lord called David to do it.

· God loved His people too much to let them suffer with an unfaithful king. If Saul wasn't up to the task, God would raise up a man who was, and David was the one. God directed 

· Therefore David inquired of the Lord: This shows David's wisdom and godliness. 
· Some might have immediately said, "This isn't my responsibility, it is Saul's. Let him deal with it." 
· Others might have immediately said, "Let's go! I can fix this problem! Get out of my way and let's do it!" 
· When David inquired of the Lord, he was willing to do just as the Lord commanded. Sometimes we inquire of the Lord, but our minds are already made up - we will do certain things, and we will not do certain things. That isn't really inquiring of the Lord at all!

· David inquired of the Lord - but how? By the prophet Gad…

· 1Sa_23:6 says, when Abiathar the son of Ahimelech fled to David to Keilah, that he came down with an ephod in his hand. 
· 1Sa_22:5 says,  And the prophet Gad said unto David, Abide not in the hold; depart, and get thee into the land of Judah. Then David departed, and came into the forest of Hareth.
· Go, and attack the Philistines, and save Keliah: By all outward appearance, this was a crazy thing to do. 
· First, David had only 400 men and those had thin resumes and bad credit reports not exactly a regular army! 
· Second, David had enough trouble with Saul, and he didn't need to add trouble from the Philistines - one enemy is usually enough! 
· Third, David is in hiding and this would bring David wide open out before King Saul, and expose him to the Philistines also. This was a dangerous course of action!

· Then why do it at all? David had two great reasons: 
· the command of God, and the need of the people. David was willing to spend himself, to endanger himself, so that he obey the command of God, and meet the need of the people.

· And David's men said unto him, Behold, we be afraid here in Judah." David's men counseled him to not go to Keliah. We can understand their counsel; but we should not agree with it. We should thank God at this point that David became captain over them (1Sa_22:4), and that this wasn't a democracy.

· David inquired of the Lord once again: Wisely, David gave the advice from his men great consideration. He wrestled with it, and saw that in many ways it made a lot of sense. At the same time, he knew this was an issue that had to be decided before the Lord.

· Arise, go down to Keiliah, for I will deliver the Philistines into your hand: God likes to confirm His word, especially when He directs us to do something hard or unusual. This time, the Lord not only confirmed His previous command, but He also gave a promise with it: I will deliver the Philistines into your hand.

· The promise was intended to give both David and his men more and more confidence in God and His command.
v5 - David rescues the people of Keliah.

· So David and his men went to Keliah and fought: It isn't enough to inquire of God's will, or even to know God's will. We must have a commitment to obey God's will, even when it is difficult.

· God blessed the obedience of David: Struck them with a mighty blow . . . David saved the inhabitants of Keliah. We also see that God perfectly kept His promise to David (I will deliver the Philistines into your hand, 1Sa_23:4).

v6-8 - Saul comes against David at Keliah.

· 1Sa 23:7  And it was told Saul that David was come to Keilah:  By who? 
· Probably by Abiathar.
· So Saul said, "God has delivered him into my hand." Saul thought that God had blessed him and given him victory over David. It was true that God lead David to Keliah, and it was was true that this exposed David to Saul's attack. But it was not true that the Lord had delivered him into my hand, as Saul said.

· Saul is in no place to discern the will of God, because he cares nothing for the worship or service of God. 
· Indeed, Abiathar the priest is with David, not Saul, and he has the things of the priesthood with him (an ephod in his hand). 
· But Saul doesn't care about losing the priesthood and the true worship of God. 
· All he cares about is getting David.

· The Saul called all the people together for war: For war? Against whom? Against the Philistines? Against the Edomites? Against the Amelekites? Against the Moabites? No, against David, the one who had served Saul faithfully, and the one whom God has anointed and blessed! 
· Saul makes the common mistake of assuming that someone is an enemy of the Lord just because they are our enemy.

· Saul wouldn't go to Keliah to save the people of Keliah against the Philistines, but he would go there to try and save himself against David. Saul is totally motivated by self-interest.

v9-13 - David escapes from Keliah.

· Bring the ephod here: David was in a bad place, and he was in a bad place because the Lord led him there. Some might be angry with the Lord, and even give a "I told You this would happen!" to God. Instead, David did the right thing - he inquired of the Lord again!

· He will come down . . . They will deliver you: This is another example of David seeking God through the priest using the Urim and Thummim. Notice how the questions are presented in a "Yes or No" format, because that is how the Urim and Thummim were used.
· 1Sa_23:6 says, Abiathar… went down with an ephod in his hand. An ephod was a special apron that priests would wear, to cover over their clothing, so the sacrificial blood and gore would splash on the ephod, not so much on their clothing.

· This wasn't just any ephod; this was the ephod of the High Priest, which had the breastplate of judgment (Exo_28:15) attached to it (Exo_28:28). The breastplate had in it a pouch with two stones, known as the Urim and Thummim (Exo_28:30). When David inquired of the Lord, he probably asked Abiathar to use the Urim and Thummim.
· The key to the effectiveness of the Urim and Thummim was that God's Word gave them. In seeking God through the Urim and Thummim, one was really going back to God's Word for guidance, because it was the word of God that commanded their place and allowed their use. Today, if we have the same focus on God's Word, He will guide us also. 
· One old preacher was asked to explain the Urim and Thummim. He said, "Well, this is how I understand it. When I need to know God's will, I get out my Bible and I do a lot of usin' and thummin' through my Bible, and God always speaks to me." More Christians would know God's will if they did more usin' and thummin'!

· Notice that David was not asking God about something that God had already revealed in His Word. David didn't ask, "Now Lord, do You really want me to keep that third commandment?" David was fulfilling the Lord's revealed will to the best of his ability, and trusted that God would lead him in His specific will.

· They will deliver you: Why would the people of Keliah betray the man who just saved their city? No doubt, they heard of Saul's brutal massacre of the priests (1Sa_22:16-19), so they knew Saul would stop at nothing to kill David. David knew this. They looked at Nob recently destroyed and and feared accordingly.
· Was this word of the Lord demonstrated to be false? Not at all. Obviously, the word of the Lord to David was true depending on David's actions. If David would have stayed in Keliah, the word would have come to pass. 

· So David and his men . . . arose and departed from Keliah: David could have stood and fought, and there was something in him that probably wanted to fight. But David knew that it was not of the Lord, and that a lot of innocent people would get hurt in the battle. So David, who was a great warrior, humbled himself and escaped. David was not the kind of man to sneak away from a battle, but he didn't let his pride get the best of him in this matter.

· Saul . . . halted the expedition: David's humble heart saved the city of Keliah. In this, he shows the same heart as the greater Son of David, Jesus, who through His humble action spared us against not only Satan, but against the righteous judgment of God. Saul directed his attack against David instead of Keliah, and so did God pour out His judgment on Jesus, the Son of David, instead of us.

v14-15 - David takes refuge in Wilderness of Ziph.

· The Wilderness of Ziph: Ziph was a town west of the Dead Sea, with a varied landscape.

· This was not a comfortable or easy place to be. God guided and protected David, but it wasn't comfortable or easy. This was an essential time for God's work in David's life. He became a man after God's heart in the shepherd's field, but he became a king in the wilderness.

· Saul sought him every day: Saul was a determined enemy, and unrelenting in pursuit of David. Saul has become so obsessed with killing David that he doesn't give attention to the work God had called him to do. 

· But God did not deliver him into his hand: Saul can be as determined as he pleases, but he is not dictating these events - God is. Man can intend, attempt, and work all kinds of evil, but God is still in charge.
v16-18 - Jonathan and David meet each other for the last time.

· What did Jonathan do for David? Jonathan strengthened his hand in God. 
· Jonathan couldn’t rescue David, but he strengthened his hand in God. 
· Jonathan couldn't give David all the answers, but he strengthened his hand in God. 
· Jonathan couldn't stay with David, but he strengthened his hand in God. 
· What a precious gift Jonathan gave David!

· Do not fear: In encouraging David, Jonathan gave him reasons to not fear. 
· because God would ultimately protect him (Saul my father shall not find you). 
· because God's promise would come to pass (You shall be king over Israel). 
· because he had loyal friends like Jonathan (I shall be next to you).

· In this wonderful encouragement, Jonathan would be proved mostly correct, but not completely correct. God had promised that David would be the next king when Samuel anointed David (1Sa_16:1-13). Based on that, Jonathan could know that my father will not find you, and that David would be king over Israel. Jonathan had known these things for a long time (1Sa_18:4), and could say them confidently in the Lord. 
· But then Jonathan added his own desire and aspiration: I shall be next to you. Because of their great friendship, David and Jonathan looked forward to the day when David would be king and Jonathan would support him and help him. But it would never come to pass, because Jonathan would die before David came to the throne. We see in Jonathan's encouragement a mix of a word from God and an expression of hope and desire. 

· Even my father knows that: Saul knew that David would be the next king, that the Lord had ordained it. Yet, he fights against the will of God with everything he has. Sometimes we do the same thing; we know what God's will is, but we oppose it by not doing it. How foolish!

· The two of them made a covenant before the Lord: David and Jonathan had already a covenant (1Sa_18:3, 20:16), but now they confirm it again. Renewing or reconfirming a covenant does not make the previous covenant less precious; it makes it more precious and valid.

· Was Jonathan being disloyal to his father here? Not at all. "Now all this Jonathan could do, consistently with his duty to his father and his king. He knew that David had delivered the kingdom; he saw that his father was ruling in a manner outside God’s will; and he knew that God had appointed David to succeed Saul. This he knew would come about in the order of Providence; and neither he nor David took one step to hasten the time." 

· This was the last time David and Jonathan would ever see each other, and their relationship was still confirmed in the commitment of covenant.

