Adult III – 21 September 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 18:1-19
1 Samuel 18 - Conflict Between Saul and David

v1-4  The friendship between David and Jonathan.

· When he had finished speaking to Saul: When David finished the "after-killing-Goliath" conversation with Saul, his fame and renown in Israel was assured. He had performed a remarkably heroic deed, and was initially received by the leadership of Israel. 

· The soul of Jonathan was knit to the soul of David, and Jonathan loved him as his own soul: We have met Jonathan, the son of Saul, before in 1 Samuel. He is the remarkably brave man of faith who initiated a one-man war against the Philistines (1 Samuel 14).

· Jonathan was a lot like David. They were approximately the same age, though Jonathan was probably at least five years older. 
· both were bold 
· both were men of great trust in God
· both were men of action
· both were men who had a real relationship with God.

· At the same time, Jonathan and David were different. 
· Jonathan was the first-born son of a king (1Ch_9:39), and 
· David was the last-born son of a farmer. 
· Jonathan was the crown prince. Jonathan would, by everyone's expectation, be the next king of Israel.

· What was it that knit their souls together? Notice that it happened after David had finished speaking to Saul. 
· Jonathan heard David give an extended explanation of his heart, his faith in the living God, and Jonathan knew that he and David had the same heart. 
· They could not be such close friends until Jonathan knew that about David.

· v2 Saul took him that day: David would never again be "just" a shepherd. David still had a shepherd's heart, but never again would he only be a shepherd.

· Then Jonathan and David made a covenant: Jonathan, by all human expectation, would be the next king. David was anointed by the Lord, through the prophet Samuel, to be the next king. Yet they made a covenant of friendship that would prove:

·  stronger than jealousy, 
· stronger than envy, 
· stronger than ambition.

· Jonathan took off the robe that was on him and gave it to David, with his armor, even to his sword and his bow and his belt: When Jonathan gave David the robe and his armor, he said, "You will be the next king of Israel. You should be dressed and armed as the crown prince. God's hand is one you, and these rightfully belong to you." Because Jonathan surrendered to God, he could see the hand of the Lord upon David. He knew David's destiny, and was perfectly willing to set aside his ambition to honor the Lord's choice. 

· For his part, David received the robe and Jonathan's armor. But he did not then say or think, "Good Jonathan. We all see who is boss around here. Now get out of my way because I'm going to replace your father as soon as I can." It would be some 20 years until David took the throne of Israel and replaced Saul. If Jonathan was ready to recognize David as God's choice for the next king, David was willing to let God put him on the throne, and in God's timing. Both of these men were thoroughly submitted to the Lord!

· David couldn't receive Saul's armor. It didn't fit him physically, but more importantly it didn't fit him spiritually. He and Saul lived for, and were trusting in, different things. But David could receive Jonathan's armor, not only because they were more similar in size. More importantly, they shared the same soul. They both loved God, and lived more Him and for others more than themselves. David and Jonathan both knew that if the circumstances were reversed, David would do the exact same thing for Jonathan - because they had the same soul.

· The story of Jonathan and David shows many enduring principles about real love, love on a human level, and love between God and us.  Real love wants a commitment, and commitment will show itself in a covenant. 

· Some people read a homosexual relationship into the love between David and Jonathan. They suppose that two men cannot love each other without it being what the Bible clearly says is immoral. But the relationship between David and Jonathan shows that the Bible doesn't condemn real love between men, only a sexual relationship between men.

v5-9  Saul's jealousy of David.

· David went out wherever Saul sent him, and behaved wisely: David was fully submitted to Saul, and sought to serve Saul wisely in every way. David knew the way to be blessed was to work hard to be a blessing to his boss, King Saul. He would not undercut Saul's position or authority in any way.

· Where did Saul send David? Saul set him over the men of war. This is a remarkable promotion - a man not older than his young twenties is now a "general" in the army of Israel.

· He was accepted in the sight of all the people and also in the sight of Saul's servants: David quickly becomes popular, both among the people and among the leaders (Saul's servants). This was not because David was a yes-man-people-pleaser-sycophant kind of man. David did not seek this popularity at all, and certainly did not depend on any of those carnal tools. David became popular because he was a man after God's own heart and people could see the love, the wisdom, and the peace of God in him.

· But David had just begun to be popular. When the people of Israel started singing, Saul has slain his thousands, and David his ten thousands, both David and Saul knew David was more popular than Saul was.

· How did David react to this sudden popularity? He received it well, because 1Sa_18:14 says of this period in David's life, And David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the Lord was with him. In this environment of praise and popularity, David behaved wisely in all his ways.

· This wasn't easy. This was a test, one that the devil wanted to use to bring David down, and one that the Lord wanted to use to build David up. David never received this kind of affirmation when he was keeping the sheep. The sheep never danced and sang a song praising him! Now David faces the challenge of success. Many people who could handle adversity well enough fall under the challenge of success.

· But because David could be so content, and so happy before the Lord in keeping sheep with no praise or popularity, it put his heart in the right place to handle it when he received praise and popularity. 

· Earlier we also saw this by David's reaction to the scorn and criticism from his brother Eliab (1Sa_17:28-30). When Eliab gave David the opposite of scorn and criticism, David didn't like it, but it didn't crush him. It didn't deter him. Most people are corrupted by praise and popularity to the same degree they are crushed by scorn and criticism. Because of what God built in him out in the shepherd's field, David could live his life more for the Lord than for people. It wasn't that David didn't care about people or what they thought, but he could put the opinion of man in the right perspective because he cared more about the opinion of God.
· Then Saul was very angry: Knowing his character, we are not surprised by Saul's reaction. Saul did not have a right relationship, or a close relationship, with the Lord. All he had to affirm his heart was the praise of man, so when David was more praised than he, it really bothered Saul.

· It is a bad sign in a leader when they resent or feel threatened by the success of one of their subordinates. It is a certain sign of weakness in that leader.

· v8 Now what more can he have but the kingdom? This is a typical kind of over-reaction seen in the proud and insecure. Saul could have thought, "David has done well, and he has his glory today. I'll keep serving the Lord and I'll have this kind of praise and popularity another day." Instead, he over-reacts, and says "Now what more can he have but the kingdom?"

· However, there is another dynamic at work in Saul: a guilty conscience. He remembered the prophet Samuel told him, "The Lord has rejected you from being king over Israel." Saul knew his sin had disqualified him from being king, and he was hanging on to the throne in the energy of his flesh. An honorable man would have stepped down, but if Saul were an honorable man, he wouldn't be in this mess! Instead, Saul constantly worried, "When will God cast me off the throne? Who will He raise up to replace me?" This insecurity, borne of guilt, also made Saul over-react to the praise and popularity given to David.

· In fact, Saul  was angry without cause for the women ascribed to Saul more than he deserved, - for he allowed the Goliath to taunt himself forty days, and yet cowardly sat still. 

· v9 So Saul eyed David from that day forward: Now Saul's mind is filled with suspicion towards David. He will begin to hear most everything David says with suspicious ears. He will look at most all David's actions with suspicious eyes. His thoughts about David will be twisted by suspicion.

· He gave way to that devilish vice of envy, which was henceforth as a fire in his bosom, as a worm continually gnawing upon his entrails . . . He looked upon him with an evil eye: prying into all his actions, and making the worst of everything.
v10-11  Saul's first attempt to kill David.  The scene in Saul's royal court.

· And it happened on the next day: Saul had a suspicious heart towards David, and his suspicious heart lays the foundation for this attempt to kill David's.

· The distressing spirit from God came upon Saul: This distressing spirit was first mentioned in 1Sa_16:14. It came upon Saul, permitted by the Lord, when the Spirit of the Lord departed from Saul (1Sa_16:14). David was brought into Saul's royal court to play music, so that Saul would be ministered to and soothed when suffering from the distressing spirit.

· And he prophesied inside the house: Why would a distressing spirit make Saul prophesy? Saul wasn't speaking from the Lord at all, and prophesied is a bad translation here. The Hebrew grammar used here can be used of idle ravings as well as of prophecy from the Lord. (H. nava means to prophesy either under influence of divine spirit or of false prophets) Saul was simply babbling like a man not in his right mind.

· So David played music with his hand: The same hands that had killed Goliath were now sweetly playing music unto the Lord, ministering to a king troubled by a distressing spirit!  David obviously had skillful hands, both in war and in music ministry. But what a humble heart David has! Most men, after the fame that came to David, would consider this kind of service "beneath" them. David was a general in the army, famous in all Israel, and had women dancing and singing his praises. Yet he will perform this job of personally ministering to Saul in music.

· But there was a spear in Saul's hand: David held a harp, and played music with his hand. But there was violence in Saul's hand. He held a spear. What a contrast between David and Saul!

· And Saul cast the spear: If a spear is in your hand, you'll probably use it! As Saul held that spear, the distressing spirit moved upon him, and instead of receiving ministry from David's music, the distressing spirit prompted Saul to strike out at David.

· We must say that the distressing spirit did not "make" Saul do this. But the spirit prompted it. Saul was able to choose, "Will I do this or not?" and he chose to cast the spear.

· This same music ministry once soothed Saul, and made him refreshed and well, giving him relief from the distressing spirit (1Sa_16:23). Now, it is of no effect at all, and Saul even responds to David's music ministry with a murder attempt! What has changed? Was it David's music, or David's heart? No, it was Saul. Saul refused to receive from David's ministry, and that refusal set the stage for this kind of violence.

· For he said, "I will pin David to the wall with it." This wasn't an accident. As we will see, there's little doubt that Saul wanted it to seem like an accident. Though he wouldn't admit it, his heart was set on finishing off David. He didn't want to just frighten David, or wound David. When you want to pin David to the wall, you want the spear to deliver a fatal blow, completely through the body.

· But David escaped his presence: Saul threw the spear, and it missed David. Perhaps Saul's aim was bad, affected by his poor mental and emotional state. Perhaps David saw the spear and ducked. Perhaps God simply supernaturally guided the spear to miss. However it happened, the spear missed and lay on the floor. And what did David do? David escaped his presence.

· But David didn't pick up the spear. He didn't throw it back. He simply escaped his presence. No one could blame David if he struck back; it could easily be called self-defense. But David had a different heart. It wasn't a matter of what he could get away with, but it was a matter of what God's heart wanted. David was determined to leave the situation in God's hands, and not take the throne himself. God would have to take care of Saul, because David wouldn't do it!

· In doing so, David will not only dodge the spear that could end his life. David will also dodge the spear that could ruin his soul. When one is pinned to the wall with a physical spear, blood pours out and you die. When one is pinned to the wall with an intangible spear, bitterness pours out and you die. David dodged both kinds of spears.

· But David escaped his presence twice: Perhaps the most remarkable word in this chapter is twice. This means that Saul threw the spear twice. This means that Saul missed twice. This means that after the first miss, David came back and played again!

· This is where many of us will draw the line. "Look, I'll sit with the bulls-eye on my chest once, and I'll dodge the spear. I'll even leave the spear on floor and resist the temptation to throw it back. But one spear whizzing by my head is enough. One miss and I've paid my dues. Once is submission to the Lord. Twice is stupidity!"

· We might even say that David's submission didn't really even begin until he sat back down to play for Saul again after the first attempt on his life. Now he knew the danger, now he knew Saul's heart, and now he had to trust God.

· What was at stake? But if David would have returned the spear, he would have surrendered his destiny to be the greatest king of Israel. He still would be a king, but not the king the Lord destined him to be.

v12-16  David is transferred from the palace to the army.

· Now Saul was afraid of David, because the Lord was with him: Saul had the spear, but because David would not pick the spear up off the floor, David had the Lord. Saul knew he was outmatched and it made Saul afraid of David.

· By all outward appearance, Saul is in control. Saul has the throne. Saul has the army. Saul has the spears. Yet Saul was afraid of David because the Lord was with him.

· But it wasn't only that the Lord was with David. It was also that the Lord had departed from Saul. This made Saul uncomfortable with David, and made it hard for Saul to have David around (Therefore Saul removed him from his presence).

· Therefore… Saul made him his captain. From court, partly that he might be out of his sight, having such an hatred of his person that he could not bear to see him, and partly that he might be safer from any designs of his upon his life, which he might fear, because of his treatment of him: not out of respect to him, and in honor of him, but partly to cover his malice, and please the people, and partly in hope that he might be slain by the enemy at the head of his troop:
· David behaved wisely in all his ways, and the Lord was with him: It isn't easy to behave wisely when spears are being thrown at you. It isn't easy to behave wisely when you are put out of the palace. It isn't easy to behave wisely when you have powerful and determined enemies. But even in the midst of all those terrible circumstances, he behaved wisely in all his ways as the Lord is with him.  It was real wisdom from God and something in Saul knew it and was afraid of it.

· But all Israel and Judah loved David: Because God was with David, he became even more popular. David was tempted to use this popularity as a spear against Saul, but because he behaved wisely in all his ways, he refused.

· Because he went out and came in before them:  is a Hebrew figure of speech meaning, "David conducted successful military operations." God's hand of success was with David, even though Saul was against him. Saul might attack and pain David in any number of ways, but God would not allow Saul to have the victory.

· David was never a victim. He looked like a victim, because he was attacked. When there are spears stuck in the wall behind you, and laying about on the floor, you sure look like a victim! But David behaved wisely in all his ways, so he did not give into the victim's state of mind, thinking that his fate was in the hands of the one attacking him. David knew his fate was in God's hands, and could have peace in that.

v17-19  Saul intends to kill David.

· Here is my older daughter Merab: Saul had promised to give . . . his daughter to the man who killed Goliath (1Sa_17:25). Now, Saul makes good on the promise, offering his older daughter Merab to David.  Saul either having in reality never designed she should be given to David, only proposed it to please the people, or to expose David to shame and confusion by the step he meant to take.
· How would taking Merab in marriage bring the Philistines against David? Because of the dowry that Saul would demand. In that day, a dowry was required whenever a man married. The dowry would be paid to the bride's father, and the more important and prestigious the bride and her family, the higher the dowry price would be. The purpose of the dowry was twofold. First, it compensated the bride's family for the loss of a family "worker." Second, the father held a dowry as life insurance or "alimony in advance." That is, if the husband died or divorced his wife, and she had to go back to her father's household, there would be something to support her. Since David was a man from a humble family, there was no way he could pay the monetary value for a daughter of a king. 

· Saul still wanted David dead and gone. But now, instead of throwing spears himself, he will use cunning and manipulation to have David killed. He thought, "The Philistine spears and swords are just as sharp as mine. I can let them do the work for me." From a fleshly standpoint, this was a pretty smart plan on Saul's part!

· It was smart in the flesh, but God would not honor Saul's manipulation. Manipulation uses hidden agendas and concealed motives. It is sneaky and secretive. Manipulation tries to maneuver people and events to accomplish this hidden agenda. It can be smart in the flesh, but will never be blessed by God.

· Only be valiant for me, and fight the Lord's battles: Saul is working as a clever manipulator. He takes advantage of David's loyalty and patriotism (only be valiant for me). He takes advantage of David's courage and heart for the Lord (fight the Lord's battles).

· In the flesh, Saul could even justify his manipulation. "I do want David to be valiant for me. I do want David to fight the Lord's battles. There is nothing wrong in me asking for those things." But that was dishonest, not because it was an outright lie, but because it didn't tell the whole truth. Sure, Saul wanted David to be valiant for him and to fight the Lord's battles. But more than that, he wanted David dead. That was his greater motivation than anything else was.

· So David said to Saul, "Who am I . . . that I should be son-in-law to the king?" David was not out-maneuvering Saul. David had no idea what was going on in Saul's heart. David simply had a humble heart before the Lord, and God protected him against Saul's manipulation.

· The question "Who am I?" shows David's humble heart. 
· He was nationally famous. 
· All Israel loved him. 
· All Saul's staff loved him. 
· The crown prince Jonathan loved him. 
· All over Israel, women sang and danced in his honor. 
· Yet when the hand of Merab is offered to David, he said to Saul, "Who am I."

· There was a time when Saul had a humble heart also. When Samuel first told him God had chosen him to be king, he said "Why then do you speak like this to me?" (1Sa_9:21). But that was a long time ago for Saul, and now his heart is hardened in pride.

· The Bible says God resists the proud, but gives grace to the humble. It says it three times! (Pro_3:34, Jam_4:6, and 1Pe_5:5) God was showing His grace to the humble heart of David by protecting David.

· Though God could see Saul's thoughts, David could not. And if he suspected it and confronted Saul, we can bet Saul would have denied it all. In the flesh, by all outward appearance, David is at a tremendous disadvantage. But as he kept a humble heart before the Lord, God protected him.

· At the time when Merab, Saul's daughter, should have been given to David, that she was given to Adriel: When David was initially hesitant to marry Merab, Saul tried another strategy. He suddenly gave her to another man, to try and make David angry or jealous.

· David could have thought, "This was my woman to marry. She was promised to me because I beat Goliath. This was my way to marry into the royal family and get closer to the throne. This isn't fair!" And it wasn't fair. But the Lord had his hand in it and was watching out for David.

· Saul withdrew the offer as the time of the wedding approached - the intention being to arouse his spirit to retaliate, and so become liable to the charge of treason. But all his efforts failed to arouse even a transient impulse for revenge.
· The plan failed. If David was angry or vengeful at losing Merab to another man, he just gave it to the Lord and went on. Since this didn't succeed, we should understand this as a warning to Saul.  Would Saul listen?

