Adult III – 18 May 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 7:1 - 8:8
1 Samuel 7 - Samuel as Judge

v1-2  The ark at Kirath Jearim.

· The men of Kirath Jearim treated the Ark of the Covenant with respect and honor; yet they did not take it to the tabernacle. Instead of the ark resting in the holy of holies, at the house of God, it was brought into the house of Abinadab.

· Yet, they consecrated Eleazar his son to the keep the ark of the Lord. We don't know if Eleazar was of the proper priestly lineage, or if his consecration ceremony was like the ones that truly consecrated a priest (Exodus 29). But it all reflected at least a desire to do the right things.

· And all the house of Israel lamented after the Lord; became aware of their evil doings, and repented of them, and sought the Lord with fasting, and prayer, and tears; bewailed their backslidings and revoltings from him, and cried after a departing God.
v3-4  Samuel preaches repentance, both outward and inward.

· Then Samuel spoke to all the house of Israel: God had raised up Samuel as a prophet and a judge (1 Samuel 4:1). Yet, Samuel is strangely absent from the whole Ark of the Covenant fiasco. 1 Samuel 4:1 was the last place Samuel was mentioned, right before Israel schemed to use the ark as good luck charm in battle.
"It may very naturally be asked, 'Where was Samuel all that time?' I know not what he was doing during those twenty years; but I have a suspicion, I may say, I have a firm persuasion, that he was going from place to place, preaching in quiet spots wherever he could gather an audience; warning the people of their sin, and stirring them up to seek Jehovah, this endeavoring to infuse some spirituality into their national life." (Spurgeon)

· If you return with all your hearts, then put away the foreign gods: Samuel was calling the nation to repentance. The repentance had to be inward (with all your hearts), and it had to be outward (put away the foreign gods).

· The inward was more important than the outward, and it had to come first. That is why Samuel first called Israel to return with all your hearts, and then told them to put away the foreign gods.

· However, inward repentance is a secret thing. It is hidden. No one can really "see" the heart of another. Yet, the inward was proven by the outward. We can know if Israel did return with all your hearts by seeing if they really did put away the foreign gods. No one could see their heart, but they could see if they put away the foreign gods.

· And serve Him only: Israel did not feel they were rejecting the Lord God; they felt they were only adding the worship of other gods to their worship of the Lord. But this was totally unacceptable; as Jesus said in Matthew 6:24: No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. Samuel was calling on Israel to turn their backs on these other gods and serve Him only.

· So the children of Israel put away the Baals and the Ashtoreths, and served the Lord only: The local gods of Baal and Ashtoreth were popular idols among the people of Israel. Baal was attractive because he was thought to be the god of weather, and could bring good crops and financial success. Ashtoreth was attractive because she was thought to be the goddess of love and sex.

· Samuel didn't ask the nation to just take the good from Ashtoreth and Baal and throw away the rest; he called them to renounce these rival gods completely. At this time in their history, Israel did this.  Compare with Islam…
v5-6  The nation repents at Mizpah.

· Gather all Israel to Mizpah: This was the place where Jacob separated from Laban (Genesis_31:49), and was the gathering place for a repentant Israel in Judges 20:1 (Chap 19 & 20 the Levite and his concubine). This was a place remembered for separation and repentance.

· I will pray to the Lord for you: Samuel had already called the nation to repentance, and they had made a beginning to it. Samuel knew the work God was doing in them could only be completed through prayer.

· So they gathered together at Mizpah: This showed the spiritual need Israel felt at the time. They did well to express their repentance both with the desire to put away the bad, and to pursue the good.

· They drew water, and poured it out before the Lord: A ceremonial pouring of water, in this context, was a demonstration of having one's soul poured out before the Lord. It was an expression of emptiness and need.

· The Chaldean translation of this passage gives this sense well: "They poured out their heart like water in penance before the Lord." Pouring out water could express "pouring out the heart in penitence as if it were water; or as a symbolical act expressing their ruin and helplessness." (Cook)

· And they fasted that day, and said there, "We have sinned against the Lord." Israel also expressed their sorrow over their sin by fasting (a message that nothing else really mattered except getting right with God), and by confession (a straightforward claim of guilt and responsibility).

· Our sins are not forgiven because we confess; if this were the case - if forgiveness for a sin could only come where there was confession - then we would all be damned, because it would be impossible for us to confess every sin we ever commit. We are forgiven because our punishment was put upon Jesus, His blood cleanses us.

· However, confession is still vital to maintain relationship with God. 

· If it is meant from the heart, it is hard to make a better statement of confession than "We have sinned against the Lord." This is almost exactly what David said when confronted with his sin in 2 Samuel 12:13.
· 2 Samuel 12:13  And David said unto Nathan, I have sinned against the LORD. And Nathan said unto David, The LORD also hath put away thy sin; thou shalt not die.
· And Samuel judged the children of Israel: Samuel was the last judge, and was a judge over Israel as were the leaders of the book of Judges. But his leadership was more spiritual than military.

v7  The Philistine threat.

· When the Philistines heard: The Philistines should have been afraid of a repentant, God-seeking Israel, because with God fighting for them, Israel was invincible.

· It is probably too much to credit the Philistines with this kind of spiritual understanding. 
· More likely, their strategy was like Arab plan in the Yom Kippur War of 1973. The idea was to catch them praying, hoping they would be off-guard.

· When the Philistines looked at a humble, low, repentant Israel, they probably thought they saw weakness. They may have been saying, "Look at those weakling Israelites. They are such wimps, crying out before their God like this." But the Philistines were dead wrong on that account!

· Only if every spiritual attack could find us humble and repentant before the Lord, trusting in the atoning work of Jesus, and crying out to the Lord!

· When the children of Israel heard of it, they were afraid of the Philistines: The Israelites didn't have much more spiritual understanding than the Philistines! They should have been more confident in the Lord than they were here.

· Our feelings of confidence can be very deceptive. 
· In 1 Samuel 4:5, Israel was completely confident against the Philistines when the ark came into the army camp. But their confidence was false, and they were soon defeated. 
· Here, Israel is fearful and sure of defeat, they have no confidence at all. But they are humble and repentant before the Lord, and will see a great victory. Often, we can't go by how we feel (good or bad), we just need to humbly do what is right before God and trust Him for the victory.

· Israel seemed to have more faith when they were trusting in the ark than when they were humble and repentant before the Lord. 
· But small faith in the true and living God is more powerful than the strongest faith in a lie.

v8-9  Samuel prays for the nation.

· Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for us: The last time Israel was in this kind of situation they said, "Let's get the Ark of the Covenant and take it into battle with us. Then we can't lose!" Now, they are much wiser before the Lord, and instead of trusting in the ark, they do the right thing and ask Samuel to cry out to the Lord our God for us.

· The humble state of Israel's heart is shown by they did not feel worthy to come to the Lord themselves (Do not cease to cry out to the Lord our God for us). "We are ashamed and afraid to look God in the face, because of our great wickedness this day remembered and acknowledged; do thou therefore intercede for us, as Moses did for his generation." (Poole)

· Samuel took a sucking lamb and offered it as whole burnt offering to the Lord. Then Samuel cried out: Why did Samuel take time for a sacrifice at such a critical time? Because he knew he could only effectively pray in light of God's atoning sacrifice
· When we pray in light of God's atoning sacrifice, we are then ready to cry out to the Lord. We are coming to God because of what He has done for us, instead of what we think we have done for Him.

· And the Lord heard him: The battle has not yet been fought, a hostile Philistine army is approaching. Yet, in a real way, the battle is over and won, because the Lord answered him.

· The Bible speaks of Samuel as a mighty man of prayer: Samuel was among those who called upon His name; they called upon the Lord, and He answered them. (Read_ Psalm 99:1-9 – Describes God’s greatness, justice, forgiveness)
· The foundation of faith is that the Lord reigns and is sovereign. 
v10-12  The Lord fights for Israel.

· The Lord thundered with a loud thunder: God fought from heaven on behalf of Israel, and sent the Philistines to defeat. But this was a special work of God. After all, the Israelites heard the same thunder, but only the Philistines became so confused . . . that they were overcome. God not only send thunder, He sent confusion to the Philistines and confidence to Israel.

· It is also significant to understand that Baal was thought to be the god of weather, and was sometimes pictured with a thunderbolt in his hand. When Israel put away their worship of Baal (1 Samuel 7:4), it was as if God said, "I'll show you who the real God of thunder is."

· This was the kind of victory Israel was hoping for in 1 Samuel 4, when they brought the Ark of the Covenant into battle. If they would have only repented and sought the Lord as they are doing here, they could have had this kind of victory long ago.

· Called its name Ebenezer, saying "Thus far the Lord has helped us." Samuel knew the nation needed to remember this amazing victory, which came to a humble and repentant Israel. This battle was won by the Lord, not by Israel, so he named the stone Ebenezer, which means "stone of help."

· "Hitherto/Thus far the Lord has helped us." Samuel knew the Lord had done a great work; yet he knew there was much more to be accomplished. So, he knew it was not finished.    

· Thus far the Lord has helped us can either mean "to this point in time" or "to this geographical place." Probably both are in mind; Hebrew writers loved to use double meanings.

· The place was important, because some 20 years before, the nation had suffered a terrible defeat and had surrendered the Ark of the Covenant at the same place (1_Samuel 4:1). Now, the place could be remembered for something great, instead of something terrible.

v13-14  The success of Samuel as a judge over Israel.

· The hand of the Lord was against the Philistines all the days of Samuel . . . the cities which the Philistines had taken from Israel were restored to Israel: Samuel was not a military man, but he was just as successful, or more successful, than Israel's best generals, because the Lord fought for Samuel.

· Compare Samuel - a humble, spiritually minded judge - to Samson, who was a compromising, carnal judge. Samuel seemed so much weaker, and Samson seemed so much stronger, but who was more effective in leading Israel into victory over their enemies?

· Also there was peace between Israel and the Amorites: Samuel was successful not only as a man of war, but also as a man of peace.

v15-17  Samuel's service as a circuit judge.

· Samuel was used of God all his days: Samuel judged Israel all the days of his life. Some judges ended their ministry early or in disgrace, but Samuel finished well.

· "For though Saul was king in Samuel's last days, yet Samuel did not then quite cease to be a judge, being so made by God's extraordinary call, which Saul could not destroy; and therefore Samuel did sometimes, upon great occasions, though not ordinarily, exercise the office of a judge after the beginning of Saul's reign; as chapter 11:7; 15:32,33." (Poole)

· Samuel worked hard in his service of the Lord: He went from year to year on a circuit . . . and judged Israel in all those places. Every year, Samuel worked hard to go all about Israel to help settle disputes and to promote righteousness.

· Samuel remained faithful to the Lord: He always returned to Ramah . . . and there he built an altar to the Lord. An altar was a place of sacrifice and worship, and Samuel had a consistent relationship with the Lord in sacrifice and worship.

Objection. It was unlawful to build another altar for sacrifice besides that before the tabernacle, Deu_12:5, 13. Answer. This was in part excused by the confusion of those times, wherein the tabernacle and its altar were destroyed, as is most probable; but most fully, because this was done by prophetical inspiration, and Divine dispensation, as appears by God's approbation and acceptance of the sacrifices offered upon it.
1 Samuel 8 - Israel Demands a King

v1-3  Samuel appoints his sons as judges.

· When Samuel was old . . . he made his sons judges over Israel: Samuel was one of the most godly men in the entire Bible. He is never specifically said to sin. Yet, this may be a sin on his part. We never have the pattern of judges being appointed by men, or of the office of judge being passed from father to son. Samuel was not right in appointing his sons judges over Israel.

· "But they were never judges in the proper sense of the word; Samuel was the last judge in Israel, and he judged it to the day of his death. See 1Sa_7:15." (Clarke)

· His sons did not walk in his ways: This is why Samuel was wrong to appoint his sons as judges over Israel. This kind of nepotism is a common, but harmful mistake many leaders in ministry make, especially as they grow older.
· His sons were not called to be judges by God…

· Probably, Samuel just could not look objectively at his sons. He would excuse sins in them that he would see more clearly in others. This is a common mistake people make with their family, especially with their children.

· They turned aside to dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice: This was bad enough, but what many of our leaders do today seems worse! We almost wish for leaders "only as bad" as these sons of Samuel!

v4-5  Samuel's sons are rejected as leaders over Israel.

· All the elders of Israel gathered: This was wise for the elders of Israel to do this. They did not have to accept leaders who were obviously ungodly and unfit to lead.

· While it is was wise for the elders of Israel to reject Samuel's sons as leaders, it was wrong for them to say, "Now make for us a king to judge us like all the nations."

· In and of itself, the desire to have a king was not bad. God knew that one day Israel would have a king. Four hundred years before this, God gave instructions to Israel about their future king (Deu_17:14-20). A king was in God's plan for Israel.

· Yet, the reason Israel wanted a king was wrong. Like all the nations is no reason at all. We often get into trouble by wanting to be like the world, when we should instead be transformed into the image of Jesus Christ (Rom_12:1-2). The church struggles with the same issue today, too often wanting to be like the world.

· We may also get into trouble when we want the right things for the wrong reasons. In those situations, God may give us what we want, and then deal with us regarding the reasons. 

· Israel had been chosen to be unlike the nations, a people directly governed by God.
· What was the difference between a king and a judge? 
· A judge was a leader raised up by God, usually to meet a specific need in a time of crisis. When the crisis was over, usually the judge just went back to doing what he was doing before. A judge would not have a "government." He was there to meet a specific need in a time of crisis.
· A king not only held his office as king as long as he lived; he also passed his throne down to his descendants. A king would establish a standing government, with a bureaucracy, which is both a blessing and a curse to any people.
· In Judges 8, Gideon was offered the throne over Israel. He refused it, saying "I will not rule over you, nor shall my son rule over you; the Lord shall rule over you." (Jdg_8:23) This was the heart of all the judges, and why Israel went some 400 years in the Promised Land without a king.

v6-8  Samuel prays about their request and God answers.

· The thing displeased Samuel: No doubt, Samuel was stung by the rejection of his sons. But even more than that, Samuel saw the ungodly motive behind the elders' request for a king.

· So Samuel prayed to the Lord: This is the right thing to do whenever we are displeased. We should never carry such troubles with us. Instead, we should do what Samuel did, when he prayed to the Lord.

· Heed the voice of the people: God told Samuel to fulfill the people's request. This was not because their request was good or right, but because God was going to teach Israel through this. Sometimes, when we insist of having something bad, God will allow us to have it, and then learn the consequences.

· Again, in many ways, this was a matter of timing. God knew Israel would one day have a king, but He wanted to give Israel that king in His own timing. Because Israel was demanding a king out of bad, carnal reasons, God will give them a bad, carnal king. Israel will get what they want, and will hurt because of it!

· They have not rejected you, but they have rejected Me, that I should not reign over them: God had a purpose in not giving Israel a king up to that point. It was because He did not want them to put an ungodly trust in the king, instead of trusting in the Lord. Now, Israel is rejecting this plan of God, and declaring that they do not want the Lord God to reign over them.

· In the words they have not rejected you, we sense God comforting Samuel. It is as if God is saying "Samuel, don't take it personally. They are not rejecting you, but Me." It is easy for God's servants to take such rejection personally when they should not. Jesus warned His disciples, he who rejects you rejects Me (Luk_10:16). As long as we are not being personally offensive or obnoxious, we shouldn't take such rejection personally.

· When the elders of Israel asked for a king, they were thinking that better politics or government could meet their needs. But if they had just been faithful to their King in heaven, they would not have needed a king on earth.

· There is a sense in which their rejection of God as their king is prophetic. When Jesus stood before Pilate, the assembled Jewish mob declared, we have no king but Caesar (John 19:15). Jesus was a rejected King also.

