Adult III – 4 May 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 5:1-12
1 Samuel 5 - The Ark of the Covenant among the Philistines

v1-5  God humiliates the idol Dagon.

· According to other passages, after the Philistines defeated the Israeli army, they went on to destroy the city of Shiloh itself:

· Read Psalm 78:55-66 .

· Jerimiah 26:8-9 8Now it came to pass, when Jeremiah had made an end of speaking all that the LORD had commanded him to speak unto all the people, that the priests and the prophets and all the people took him, saying, Thou shalt surely die. 9Why hast thou prophesied in the name of the LORD, saying, This house shall be like Shiloh, and this city shall be desolate without an inhabitant? And all the people were gathered against Jeremiah in the house of the LORD.

· They brought it into the house of Dagon and set it by Dagon: No doubt, the Philistines were jubilant, and confident in the superiority of their god over the God of Israel. They had faced the God of Israel in battle, and believed their god Dagon had delivered them and defeated Israel. Now, the Ark of the Covenant of Israel's God stood as a trophy in the temple of their god Dagon. The victory was complete!

· The Philistine god Dagon was represented with a half man, half fish figure, and was said to be the father of Baal.  My have gotten our idea of a mermaid from the Dagon idol.
· This Dagon deity was supposedly the giver of all earthly good.

· Read Romans 1:21-25

· There was Dagon, fallen on its face to the ground before the ark of the Lord: Had the glory of God departed? Not at all! God was more than able to glorify Himself among the Philistines and their pagan gods. God made this nothing statue bow down in worship before Him!

· God will glorify Himself. Sometimes, when men disgrace the glory of God, we fear God will go without glory. We think the glory has departed. But when men and women will not glorify God, God will glorify Himself. You can count on it!

· God is glorifying Himself, but man is resisting God's glory. See the Philistine priests, and the excuses they make? "Must have been an accident. Must have been an earthquake. Yes, some strange accident." All the while they refuse to give glory to God!

· Imagine the horror of the Philistine priests when they entered the temple of Dagon the next morning. They not only saw their god bowing down before the Lord, they also saw the head of Dagon and both the palms of its hands were broken off on the threshold; only the torso of Dagon was left of it. An accident two days in a row? And now, the head and hands of Dagon broken? How strange!

· After seeing the superiority of the God of Israel, these Philistine priests had a choice. They could turn from their weak, inferior god Dagon, and begin serving the mighty, superior Lord of Israel. Or they could make a religious tradition instead! They chose the religious tradition: Therefore neither the priests of Dagon nor any who come into Dagon's house tread on the threshold of Dagon in Ashdod to this day. (Because either Dagon touched the threshold or the threshold was blamed for the break and is now holy.)

Zephaniah 1:8  And it shall come to pass in the day of the LORD'S sacrifice, that I will punish the princes, and the king's children, and all such as are clothed with strange apparel. 

Zephaniah 1:9  In the same day also will I punish all those that leap on the threshold, which fill their masters' houses with violence and deceit.
· These Philistine priests, like men confronted with the truth today, rejected God despite the evidence, not because of the evidence. They wanted to believe it was an accident.

· How could they believe something so ridiculous? Because worshipping the Lord instead of Dagon meant a huge change in thinking and living. The Philistine priests were unwilling to make those changes. It was easier when they took Dagon and set it in its place again. Setting Dagon up and gluing him together was easier than changing your life and your thinking.

· "The head is the seat of wisdom; the hands, the instruments of action: both are cut off, to show that he had neither wisdom nor strength to defend himself nor his worshippers. Thus the priests, by concealing Dagon's shame before, make it more evident and infamous." (Poole)
· This is a tale of 2 nation’s superstitions…one bad, one worse…

· God in His grace was giving the Philistines an opportunity to repent, like Ninevah.

· Big subtlety here… God not only bowed Dagon before Him but by removing the human features of head and hands He reduced Dagon to the level of the creature that he was.
v6-8  The Lord afflicts the city of Ashdod with tumors.

· The hand of the Lord was heavy on the people of Ashdod: They would not listen when God struck down their statue of Dagon; they just set it up again. When we close our ears to God, He often finds another way to speak to us, and we may not like the second way.

· He ravaged them and struck them with emerods/tumors: What were these tumors? Older commentators often describe them as hemorrhoids, and newer commentators often describe them as signs of the bubonic plague. Either way, they were bad.

· "Of the numerous suggested identifications of the specific malady that struck the Philistines, bubonic plague remains the most likely: 'It is a disease characterized by an epidemic occurrence, by the appearance of tumors, by the production of panic amongst the affected population, by a high mortality rate, and by an association with mice or rats.'" (Wilkinson cited in Youngblood) 

· "Emerods; a disease mentioned only here and Deu_28:27 it was in the hinder parts. It is needless to inquire into the nature of it. It may suffice to know that it was a very sore disease, and not only very vexatious and tormenting, but also pernicious and mortal." (Poole)
Deuteronomy 28:15 & 27  15But it shall come to pass, if thou wilt not hearken unto the voice of the LORD thy God, to observe to do all his commandments and his statutes which I command thee this day; that all these curses shall come upon thee, and overtake thee:… 27The LORD will smite thee with the botch of Egypt, and with the emerods, and with the scab, and with the itch, whereof thou canst not be healed.
· The Septuagint adds this to verse six: "And the cities and the fields of all that region burst up, and mice were produced, and there was the confusion of a great death in the city." Some think this was originally in the Hebrew text, and explains why golden images of rats were included in the return of the ark in the next chapter (1 Samuel 6:5).

· In Legends of the Jews, Ginzberg is much more graphic: "This new plague consisted in mice crawling forth out of the earth, and jerking the entrails out of the bodies of the Philistines while they eased nature. "

· Let the ark of the God of Israel be carried away to Gath: Instead of submitting to the God of Israel, they decided to get rid of Him. The problem is, we can't get rid of God. We can do things to push Him away, but even the best of those are temporary. We must all face God, and stand before Him one day. 

· When God shows us how wrong our lives are, we may:

· ignore Him, 
· patch up our lives, 
· establish religious ceremonies, or 
· do the best we can in the midst of His judgment. 
· We can try and push Him away, but we still have to stand before God one day.

v9  The Ark of the Covenant in the Philistine city of Gath.

· The hand of the Lord was against the city with a very great destruction: The city of Gath didn't do any better than the city of Ashdod. More of the destructive and painful tumors broke out on them.

v10-12  The Ark of the Covenant in the Philistine city of Ekron.

· Therefore they sent the ark of God to Ekron: The Ark of the Covenant is now a "hot potato," burning every city where it stays. The Ekronites were not happy see the ark, but they still wouldn't submit to the Lord God of Israel.

· Send away the ark of the God of Israel, and let it go back to its own place: The Philistines, if they would have repented and turned towards the Lord, could have benefited from the ark. Instead, it because a curse and a judgment to them.

· The same is true of the presence of God among us. Paul wrote, For we are to God the fragrance of Christ among those who are being saved and among those who are perishing. To the one we are the aroma of death leading to death, and to the other the aroma of life leading to life. (2Co_2:15-16) The work of Jesus on your behalf will either be the greatest blessing you have ever known for all eternity or it will be the greatest witness of God's judgment against you. If you submit and surrender to God, it can be a blessing. If you refuse His voice and His heart towards you, it can be a curse. What will you decide?

· No matter what we decide, no matter what the Israelites decided, no matter what the Philistines decided, God was going to glorify Himself. Period. The unfaithfulness and superstition of the Israelites couldn't deny God His glory. The pride and the arrogance of the Philistines could not take one bit of glory from God. God will be glorified; the only question is "Will we choose to enjoy it?"
