Adult III – 6 April 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 2:25-3:4
1 Samuel 2 - Eli's Evil Sons
v22-25  The second offense of Eli's sons: sexual immorality. 
· v25 (ESV) But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the will of the LORD to put them to death.: 
· (YLT) and they hearken not to the voice of their father, though Jehovah hath delighted to put them to death. 

This striking statement may seem unfair to some. They picture Eli's sons wanting to repent, wanting to heed the voice of their father, but God preventing them. This is not the case at all. Repentance is a gift from God, and if God chooses not to grant the gift, people will never want to repent. God judged Eli's sons this way: God gave them exactly what they wanted. They did not want to repent, and God did not work repentance in their hearts.

But what about the words, (NASB) the Lord desired to kill them? God saw they were corrupt men and wanted to judge them. All God did was right and just. Is it wrong to desire justice? When the Lord desired to kill them, it simply means that God desired justice towards Eli's sons.
· Saving Faith = Repentance = Good (Godly) Works
Mat_3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  (John the Baptist)
Mat_4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Mar_1:15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

Mar_6:12  And they went out, and preached that men should repent.  (sent out the 12)
Luk_13:3  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. (Galilaean blood mixed with sacrifice)
Luk_13:5  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. (tower of Siloam fell on them)
Luk_16:30  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.  (Lazarus & richman)
Act_2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Act_3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (Peter preaching in the temple)
Act_8:22  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.  (Peter to Simon the magician)
Act_17:30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:  (Paul to the Athenians in the Areopagus)
Act_26:20  But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.  (Paul before king Agrippa)
Repentance is a gift from God, and if God chooses not to grant the gift, people will never want to repent.
v26  And the child Samuel grew in stature, and in favor both with the Lord and men: What a contrast to the wickedness of Eli's sons! This shows that although Eli was far from a perfect father, he was not a chronically bad father, because he essentially fathered Samuel and Samuel grew up to be a godly man.

· We can't read 1 Samuel 2:26 without thinking of Luke 2:52, which describes Jesus' boyhood: And Jesus increased in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men. Samuel was in good company!

The announcement of God's judgment against Eli's house.

v27-33 An unknown man of God pronounces judgment to Eli
· v27 - Then a man of God: We don't know who this was; this man of God is one of the wonderful anonymous characters of the Bible. But it doesn't matter who he is; he is a man of God, and God has raised him up to speak to Eli and Eli's whole family at this important time.

· v27 -  Did I (not) plainly appear unto the house of thy father, when they were in Egypt in Pharaoh's house? The father referred to is Aaron, who was the first High Priest. Since the High Priesthood was a hereditary office, Eli was a descendant of Aaron, whom God had revealed Himself to.

· v28  Summary of some of the duties of the priesthood in Israel. 

· To be My priest: First and foremost, the job of the High Priest was to minister unto the Lord. Before he served the people, he was a servant of God. He was not first the people's priest (though he was that also, he was first the priest of God.

· To offer upon Mine altar: The priest was to bring forth sacrifices for atonement and worship. The altar was the place where atoning blood was both shed and applied, blood that would cleanse from sin. The altar was also the place where the "sacrifice of praise" was brought.

· To burn incense: The burning of incense was always a picture of prayer, because the smoke and the scent of the incense would ascend up to the heavens. The priest was to lead the nation in prayer, and to pray for the nation.

· To wear an ephod before Me: The priest was clothed in specific garments, for glory and for beauty (Exodus 28:2). He was to represent the majesty, dignity, glory, and beauty of God to the people.

· All the offerings: The priest was also charged with the responsibility to receive the offerings of God's people and to make good use of them.

· v29 - Wherefore kick ye at my sacrifice and at mine offering: It would have been easy for Eli to say, "I'm not doing it! My sons are!" But Eli had a double accountability for his sons, both as a father (though this was diminished because the sons were adults), and as the High Priest. His sons "worked" for him as a priests, and Eli was a bad "boss."

· v29 - …and honor thy sons above me: Since Eli would not correct his sons the way he should, either as a father or as a head over them, he was essentially preferring them to the Lord. If He would have been more afraid of offending God, and less afraid of offending his sons, he would have corrected them.

Eric Liddell was often called the “Flying Scotsman that could not fly.  He was born in 1902 in northern China to missionaries. He was one of Britain's great athletes. In 1924 he was to run for Britain in the Summer Olympic Games in Paris, when it was discovered that the preliminary heats of his best event, the 100 meter, would be run on a Sunday. Quietly but firmly, Liddell refused to run. But the day of 400 meter race came, and as Liddell went to the starting blocks, an unknown man slipped a piece of paper in his hand with a quotation from 1 Samuel 2:30: Those who honor Me I will honor. That day Eric Liddel set a world's record in the 400 meter race.

· v30 - I said indeed that thy house, and the house of thy father, should walk before me forever': God here promises that the priestly line would not stay with Eli and his descendants, but would pass to another line of descendants from Aaron. This was fulfilled many years later, in Solomon's day; Abiathar (from Eli's family) was deposed as High Priest and replaced with Zadok (who was from another family).

· 1 Kings 2:27 reads, So Solomon removed Abiathar from being priest to the Lord, that he might fulfill the word of the Lord which He spoke concerning the house of Eli at Shiloh.

· Was God going back on His word…? The promise referred to is a promise to Aaron in passages like Exodus 29:9. God did not remove the priesthood from the line of Aaron, but He did remove it from the line of Eli. Eli had assumed the promise was to him also, but God was going back on Eli's assumption, not on a promise made to Eli. The implicit promise made to Eli was conditional, and he failed to fulfill the conditions.
· v31 - I will cut off your arm: Not literally, but since the arm was a picture of strength and might in Hebrew thinking (Psalm 10:15, 77:15, 89:10), this was saying that the house of Eli would be left powerless and without strength.
· There shall not be an old man in your house forever: This idea is repeated three times in these few verses. God wants to emphasize that He will not bless the descendants of Eli with a long life.
Exodus 20:5-6 & Deuteronomy 5:9-10  9Thou shalt not bow down thyself unto them (graven images), nor serve them: for I the LORD thy God am a jealous God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children unto the third and fourth generation of them that hate me, 10And showing mercy unto thousands of them that love me and keep my commandments.
· v33 - And the man of thine, whom I shall not cut off from mine altar: The descendants of Eli who do live a little longer will not live blessed lives.  
v34-36  The sign and the promise: both sons will die on the same day.

· Now this shall be a sign to you: Since the fulfillment of the judgment would be many years away (in the days of Solomon), God gave Eli an immediate sign to demonstrate His truthfulness. Both of Eli's sons will die in one day, and Eli will see this, and know the judgment of God has come against his house, and that one day the priesthood will be removed from his family.

· Just because something hasn't happened yet doesn't make it untrue. God's promise was sure, and He wanted Eli to know this.

· v34 - Then I will raise up for Myself a faithful priest: Who is the faithful priest predicted here? He was a great priest, because he did according to what is in [God's] heart and in [God's] mind. He was a blessed priest, because God said of him, I will build him a sure house, and he will walk before My anointed forever.

· This promise was partially fulfilled in Samuel, because he functioned as a godly priest, effectively replacing the ungodly sons of Eli.

· The promise was partially fulfilled in Zadok, in the days of Solomon, because he replaced Eli's family line in the priesthood.

· The promise was ultimately fulfilled in Jesus Christ, because He is a priest forever according to the order of Melchezedek (Hebrews 7:12-17).

· The lesson is emphasized through this chapter. God always has His priests. Whenever there are weak priests (like Eli) or corrupt priests (like Hophni and Phinehas), God will raise up great and godly priests to replace them.

· v36 - …every one that is left in thine house shall come and crouch to him for a piece of silver and a morsel of bread: This is a fitting judgment, since much of the sin of Eli's sons was greed and stealing from God's people. Instead of receiving the priestly portions which were rightfully theirs, Eli's family will one day be reduced to begging.
1 Samuel 3 - God Speaks to Samuel

v1 The scarcity of revelation in Israel.

· The boy Samuel ministered to the Lord: For the third time it is emphasized that Samuel ministered to the Lord (also in 1 Samuel 2:11 and 18), just as Aaron and his sons at their consecration as priests (Exodus 29:1) and just like Paul and Barnabas before being sent out as missionaries (Acts 13:1-2).

· And the word of the LORD was precious/rare in those days: The only word of the Lord we read of in the first two chapters of 1 Samuel is the word of judgment brought by the man of God against Eli. God didn't speak often, and when He did, it was a word of judgment!

· Why was the word of the Lord rare in those days? Probably, because of the hardness of heart among the people of Israel and the corruption of the priesthood. 
· God will speak, and guide, when His people seek Him, and when His ministers seek to serve Him diligently.
· 2 Chronicles 7:14 - If my people, which are called by my name, shall humble themselves, and pray, and seek my face, and turn from their wicked ways; then will I hear from heaven, and will forgive their sin, and will heal their land.
v2-4  God's first words to Samuel.

· v2 …his eyes began to wax dim, that he could not see: This was true spiritually of Eli, as much as it was physically. His old age had made him less able to effectively lead the nation.

· v2 …And ere/before the lamp of God went out in the temple/tabernacle of the Lord: As a figure of speech, this simply means "before dawn." But it is also suggestive of the dark spiritual times of Israel: it is dark, and will probably get darker.

· Exodus 27:21 refers to the responsibility of the priests to tend the lamps until sunrise, or just before dawn.

· V3-4 - While Samuel was laying down to sleep, that the Lord called Samuel: How old was Samuel at this time? We don't know for certain; the ancient Jewish historian Josephus says Samuel was 12 years old at the time. However old he was, God spoke to Samuel.

· How does God speak? How did He speak to Samuel? Some people wait for God to speak in an audible voice, and others (some of them mentally disturbed) believe they hear God speaking in an audible voice. But most people believe God speaks to them by an "inner voice"; by the thoughts and feelings which may come into our hearts and our heads, which one believes are prompted by God. – Paul on the Road to Damascus
· But this hearing from God is an uncertain business. God is not the only source of thoughts and feelings coming into our hearts and heads. Thoughts or feelings (good or bad) can come from ourselves, or they can also come from Satan. 
· Peter, in Matthew 16:13-23, was at one moment speaking from God, and at the next moment speaking directly from the Devil.

· Because it is uncertain, there are three things to keep in mind: 
· First, we must always judge/discern what we think God may be telling us by what He has told us in His Word, the Bible. God will never contradict His eternal Word. 
· Second, we should always be humble when it comes to the idea of God speaking to us. 
· We can never completely trust our ability to hear from God by this "inner voice" accurately. 
· It is easy for us to add something to what God has said, or to stop listening, 
· or to misapply what He has said, 
· or to think that it was God when it was ourselves or something else. 
· It is far better to say and think, "I think the Lord told me . . ." than to talk and think as if you hear God perfectly. 
· Finally, no one should feel "unspiritual" because they think God does not speak to them the way He seems to others. If you really want God to speak to you, and to speak to you the best way, get into God's Word, the Bible! We know He has spoken there!

· And he answered, "Here am I." This leads us to believe God spoke to Samuel in an audible voice, instead of in an "inner voice," though this is not certain. But Samuel was so impressed by what he heard, he responded by saying, Here I am!
· What a beautiful way to respond to God's Word! It isn't that God does not know where we are before we tell Him, but it tells God and it reminds us we are simply before Him as servants, asking what He wants us to do.

· Samuel is in pretty impressive company with this response to God. Here are some others who said, Here I am when the Lord spoke to them: Abraham (Genesis 22:1), Jacob (Genesis 46:2), Moses (Exodus 3:4), Isaiah (Isaiah 6:8), and Ananias (Acts 9:10).
