Adult III – 30 March 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 2:13-2:25
1 Samuel 2 - Hannah's Prayer, Eli's Evil Sons
v13-17  Their first offense: stealing what was offered to God.

· The priests' custom with the people: With many of the sacrifices brought to the tabernacle, a portion was given to God, a portion was given to the priest, and a portion was kept by the one bringing the offering. According to other passages in the Old Testament, the priest was supposed to receive a portion of the breast and the shoulder. But now, some four hundred years after the law of Moses was given, the priestly custom had changed - they would not take the prescribed portion of the breast and shoulder, but take whatever the fork brought up out of the pot.

· "Not contented with the breast and shoulder which were allotted to them by God, Exo_29:27-28; Lev_7:31, they took also part of the offerer's share." (Poole)

· It was bad enough for the priesthood in general to change their practice from what God had said in His word. But the sons of Eli went even beyond this!

· The portion that was to be given to God was always to be given first, so it was wrong to take the priest's portion before they burned the fat.

· The fat was thought to be the best part of the animal, so that was given to God. The idea was that God should always get the best, and God should get His portion first. But in their pride, the sons of Eli took their portion before they burned the fat.

· He will not take boiled meat from you, but raw: Why did the sons of Eli want raw meat?
·  Perhaps it was so they could prepare it anyway they pleased; 
· or more likely, it was because raw meat was easier to sell, and they would sell meat and pocket the money.

· No, but you must give it to me now; and if not, I will take it by force: The greed of Eli's sons was so great, they did not hesitate to use violence and the threat of violence to get what they wanted.

· The priest's servant: As is the case with many influential people, they have someone else do their "dirty" work. The sons of Eli themselves would not threaten or intimidate those who brought their offerings to the Lord, but they would tell their servants to threaten and intimidate the worshippers. In this, they felt they could be "above" their own corruption. Yet, the text says the sin of the young men was very great before the Lord. Of course, God was not pleased with the priest's servants. But God knew that this sin was the sin of the two young sons of Eli more than it was the sin of the priest's servants.

· For men abhorred the offering of the Lord: The greatness of the sin of Eli's sons was found in this - that they, through their greed, violence, and intimidation, made others not want to come and bring offerings to the Lord. It was bad enough what they themselves were doing; but the greater sin of Eli's sons was in how they hurt other people.

· It is the same today with greedy, corrupt ministers, who make others hate the offering of the Lord. God will judge them by a high standard! (James 3:1)
· (ESV) James 3:1  Not many of you should become teachers, my brothers, for you know that we who teach will be judged with greater strictness.
v18-21  The service of Samuel in contrast to the evil character of Eli's sons.

· But Samuel ministered before the Lord: As bad as Eli's sons were, Samuel was different. Is this not why God raised up Samuel, because of the corruption of Eli's sons? God knew how Eli's sons were, so He guided the whole series of events that resulted in Samuel coming to serve at the tabernacle. If Eli's sons would not be worthy successors, then God would raise up someone else.

· Ultimately, corrupt ministers do not stop - or even hinder - the work of God. Oh, it may look like it; but every time there are men like Eli's sons, God raises up someone like Samuel. God's work does not stop when God's ministers become corrupt.

· Why was Samuel godly and Eli's sons were not? There is a significant measure that, after all the parenting, is left up to the free will of the child.
· Samuel has been dedicated to the Lord; therefore Eli, a Godly High Priest, treated him as an offering to God.
· Wearing a linen ephod: Samuel, even as a child, distinguished himself in his service to the Lord. His service was exceptional enough that he was given a linen ephod, which was a priestly garment (Exodus 39:27-29).

· What did Samuel do? "He did small charges, as setting up lights, laying up vestments, learning music, or the like." (Trapp)

· Even as a child: Though a child, Samuel is serving the Lord better, and in a greater way, than the sons of Eli are. What man looks at in the service of God is often not what the Lord looks at.

· His mother used to make him a little coat/robe: How beautiful! Only someone who was really there would describe such a small detail. Though Hannah gave her little boy to the Lord, she never stopped loving him.

· The Lord visited Hannah: He certainly did! Three more sons, and two daughters! God will never be a debtor to anyone. Hannah could never say to the Lord, "I gave you my son, but what did you give me?" because God gave her much.

· Samuel grew before the Lord: "Not only before men, who might be deceived, but in the presence of the all-seeing God." (Poole)

v22-25  The second offense of Eli's sons: sexual immorality.

· Now Eli was very old: This passage is not focused on Eli's sons as much as it is on Eli himself. He was old, and in no condition to take the kind of leadership Israel needed from him as high priest. He heard everything his sons did: Eli heard about the evil acts of his sons; but what will he do about it?

· They lay with the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting: This means the sons of Eli we committing sexual immorality with the women who came to worship at the tabernacle. It is an ancient version of modern "preacher sex scandal." 

· Both show the heart of an unfaithful shepherd who cares more about what he can get from God's people than about what he can give God's people. 

· It is possible that the women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle were in some way workers at the house of the Lord. Exo_38:8 refers to the serving women who assembled at the door of the tabernacle of meeting.

· The vain, ineffective rebuke of Eli to his sons.

· Why do you do such things? It is an understandable question, but a needless one. Who cares why? Could there ever be a justified reason? They cannot excuse their sinful behavior; they had to be responsible for it instead.
· Eli did about the worst thing a parent can do in trying to correct their children: just talk. All he did was whine about what they were doing wrong, but he never took the necessary actions to correct the problem. 
· Parents would be better off to yell less, lecture less, and to take sensible action more often, letting the children see the consequences for their disobedience.

· You make the Lord's people to transgress: Again, this was the great sin of Eli's sons. It was bad enough that they stole and indulged their own lusts; but they also, by their corrupt behavior, made people hate to worship God with their offerings at the tabernacle (1Sa_2:17), and they led women worshippers into sexual immorality.

· If one man sins against another, God will judge him. But if a man sins against the Lord, who will intercede for him? "All differences between man and man may be settled by the proper judge; but if a man sins against the Supreme Judge, God himself, who shall reconcile him to his Maker?" (Clarke)

· Fortunately, 1 John 2:1-2 answer's Eli's question: 
· 1 John 2:1-2  1…if any man sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous: 2And he is the propitiation for our sins: and not for ours only, but also for the sins of the whole world.
· v25 (ESV) But they would not listen to the voice of their father, for it was the will of the LORD to put them to death.: 
· (YLT) and they hearken not to the voice of their father, though Jehovah hath delighted to put them to death. 

This striking statement may seem unfair to some. They picture Eli's sons wanting to repent, wanting to heed the voice of their father, but God preventing them. This is not the case at all. Repentance is a gift from God, and if God chooses not to grant the gift, people will never want to repent. God judged Eli's sons this way: God gave them exactly what they wanted. They did not want to repent, and God did not work repentance in their hearts.

But what about the words, (NASB) the Lord desired to kill them? God saw they were corrupt men and wanted to judge them. All God did was right and just. Is it wrong to desire justice? When the Lord desired to kill them, it simply means that God desired justice towards Eli's sons.
· Saving Faith = Repentance = Good (Godly) Works

Mat_3:2  And saying, Repent ye: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.  (John the Baptist)
Mat_4:17  From that time Jesus began to preach, and to say, Repent: for the kingdom of heaven is at hand. 

Mar_1:15  And saying, The time is fulfilled, and the kingdom of God is at hand: repent ye, and believe the gospel. 

Mar_6:12  And they went out, and preached that men should repent.  (sent out the 12)
Luk_13:3  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. (Galilaean blood mixed with sacrifice)
Luk_13:5  I tell you, Nay: but, except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish. (tower of Siloam fell on them)
Luk_16:30  And he said, Nay, father Abraham: but if one went unto them from the dead, they will repent.  (Lazarus & richman)
Act_2:38  Then Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins, and ye shall receive the gift of the Holy Ghost. 

Act_3:19  Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out, when the times of refreshing shall come from the presence of the Lord; (Peter preaching in the temple)
Act_8:22  Repent therefore of this thy wickedness, and pray God, if perhaps the thought of thine heart may be forgiven thee.  (Peter to Simon the magician)
Act_17:30  And the times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:  (Paul to the Athenians in the Areopagus)
Act_26:20  But shewed first unto them of Damascus, and at Jerusalem, and throughout all the coasts of Judaea, and then to the Gentiles, that they should repent and turn to God, and do works meet for repentance.  (Paul before king Agrippa)
