Adult III – 16 March 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 1:21-2:12
1 Samuel 2 - Hannah's Prayer, Eli's Evil Sons
Read v1:1-10 then compare with Mary, the mother of Jesus, in her beautiful prayer found in Luke 1:46-55, seems to quote Hannah's song often.
v1-2  Hannah's prayer - Thanksgiving and praise.

· Here is the worship Hannah offered, and what she offered on the very day she left her little boy - her only child - at the tabernacle, never for him to live in her home again.

· My heart rejoices in the Lord: Here, Hannah shows a depth of commitment and love for God that humbles us. On the day she makes the biggest sacrifice she will ever make in her life, she rejoices in the Lord!

· My horn is exalted in the Lord: The horn is an often used as a picture of strength in the Bible (Psa_75:4-5; 92:10). This is because the strength of an ox or a steer could be expressed in its horn. Hannah is speaking of her strength and power being exalted in the Lord.

· I smile at my enemies: Hannah has a strong sense of vindication over her rival, Elkanah's other wife Peninnah. Peninnah had cruelly brought Hannah low (1Sa_1:6-7), but now Hannah can rejoice because the Lord has lifted her up.

· There is none holy like the Lord: In this verse, Hannah shows a classic form of Hebrew poetry - a repetitive parallelism. To say the Lord is holy is to say He is completely set apart; that He is unique, and not like any other. So, when she continues in the same verse and says, "For there is none besides You," she is saying the same thing as "There is none holy like the Lord," only saying it in different words. When she says, "Nor is there any rock like our God," she is again saying the same thing in different words.

· In this, Hebrew poetry does not rhyme words by sound, as much as it rhymes ideas. The ideas of the three lines of 1Sa_2:2 all rhyme together, having different words yet "sounding" the same.
v3  A warning to the arrogant and proud.

· Talk no more so very proudly: While Hannah certainly has her rival in mind, her "fellow-wife" Peninnah here. But in some way, she sees Peninnah as just a representative of all the proud and arrogant people in the world. Hannah wisely tells the proud to talk no more and to let no arrogance come from your mouth. Pride can be expressed in many ways, but it usually is expressed by our words. The proud would be much better off if they would just not talk so much!

· For the Lord is the God of knowledge: This, of course, is the best reason to forsake our pride. Next to God, we all know nothing, and since we are all far from God, we are all far from all knowledge. He knows us, and by Him actions are weighed.

v4-8a Hannah gives glory to the God who often humiliates the strong and exalts the weak.

· In her song, Hannah has warned against pride. Here, she gives more reasons why we should all be humble before the Lord (especially those like Peninnah, her rival!).
· We should be humble before God because He knows how to humble the strong and how to exalt the weak. If we are strong now, or exalted now, we should be humble, because the Lord can change our place quickly.

· In Luke 14:7-11, Jesus said when we have the opportunity to set ourselves high, we should take a low place instead. Then, when someone sets us in a higher place, it will be a pleasant experience. But if we put ourselves in a high place, someone may come and set us in a lower place, and then we will be embarrassed. Jesus concluded by saying, For whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he who humbles himself will be exalted.

· Hannah knew all this intimately in her life. She was barren because the Lord had closed her womb (1Sa_1:6). She knew The Lord makes poor and makes rich; He brings low and lifts up. God had first set her low, and then brought her high. She could see the hand of the Lord in it all.

v8b-10 Hannah's confidence in the future is really confidence in the Lord.

· For the pillars of the earth are the Lord's: Hannah is confident in God's ability to humble the strong and exalt the weak because God is in control. If God were not in control, then perhaps the strong could do what they wanted and God couldn't do anything about it. But Hannah knew that the foundation of the earth itself (the pillars of the earth) belonged to the Lord.

· God uses His power to set things right: For by strength no man shall prevail. The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken in pieces. It isn't enough for us to believe God has this power; we must know He will use it for His glory and righteousness.

· v10d - He will give strength to His king, and exalt the horn of His anointed (mashiyach): At this time, Israel did not have a king, and seems to have not even wanted one. So when Hannah speaks of His king, she is looking ahead to the Messiah, who will finally set all wrongs right. He is His anointed.

· Zecharias, the father of John the Baptist, quotes Hannah in Luke 1:69, when he prophetically calls Jesus a horn of salvation, quoting from 1Sa_2:10. 
v11  Samuel ministers unto the Lord.

· Then Elkanah went: They did it. It was hard to do, to leave this little son behind, but they did it because they promised God that is what they would do.

· But the child ministered to Lord before Eli the priest: Young as he was, Samuel could have a ministry to the Lord. Our young people can praise God and please God and worship Him, and it is often a breakthrough in their walk with God when they experience God in worship.

· The Living Bible translates it well: And the child became the Lord's helper. There are ways that even children can serve God and minister to Him.
Samuel 2:1-11 Application:

· How do we confront the Wicked?

· Prayer -  v11 (private) look on the affliction of thine handmaid, and remember me, and not forget thine handmaid, but wilt give unto thine handmaid a man child, then (national) I will give him unto the LORD all the days of his life
· Promising/Vowing/Committing to some action (the terms of the covenant)

· Personal sacrifice is the cost of opposing the wicked

· The Gospel is foreshadowed (in certain ways)

· Child of miraculous birth

· A great reversal in history

· Clear reference to Messiah (v10d)

· Clear reference to resurrection (v6)

v12 The evil character of the sons of Eli.

· Authorized Version (KJV) Translation Count — Total: 27 
· Belial 16, wicked 5, ungodly 3, evil 1, naughty 1 ungodly men 1
· Belial – literally means “without worth”

· The sons of Eli were corrupt: This was a significant problem, because the sons of Eli were to succeed him as high priest, and were already functioning in the priesthood.

· They did not know the Lord: Even though their father Eli knew the Lord, that knowledge was not passed on genetically to the sons of Eli. They had to know the Lord for themselves.

· It can be a difficult thing for a child to come to a true, genuine knowledge of the Lord when they have grown up in a Christian home. They just kind of assume they know the Lord because mom and dad do. But young people need to have a passionate commitment to knowing the Lord for themselves. And knowing about the Lord isn't enough; we must know Him ourselves, in a personal relationship.
· 1 Samuel 8:1-3 – Samuel’s sons were similar to Eli’s
