Adult III – 9 March 2014 – Notes on 1 Samuel 1:8-20
1 Samuel 1 - The Birth of Samuel

v8-11  Hannah's godly vow.
· Eli the priest sat upon a seat by a post of the temple of the LORD: Dishonored God

Hebrews 10:11  And every priest standeth daily ministering and offering oftentimes the same sacrifices, which can never take away sins:

· Hannah, why do you weep? . . . Am I not better to you than ten sons? In Elkanah's response to Hannah's sorrow, we see that he really does love her; yet, as many men, he is at least somewhat insensitive to her. He does not recognize that she had needs that he could not fulfill (such as the desire to be a mother).

· Hannah had many problems: 
· Her husband’s heart was divided. 
· Her home, instead of being a place of refuge from trials, was a place of trials. 
· Her hope had been disappointed. 
· She was misunderstood by her husband. 
· Even though Hannah was in bitterness of soul and great anguish; yet, Hannah did the right things: 
· she wept, 
· she prayed, and 
· she committed the whole situation to the Lord.

· Lord of hosts: Hannah begins her prayer by calling on the Lord of hosts. The title Lord of hosts is used some 260 times in the Old Testament, and has the idea "Lord of the Mighty Armies." Hannah feels attacked by her rival, and so calls on the Lord of Mighty Armies to be her protector!
· She made a vow: Hannah promises her son to the work of the Lord, vowing that he will be a Nazirite from birth (I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life, and no razor shall come upon his head). According to Numbers 6, the vow of a Nazirite included the following:

· Abstinence from any product from a grape vine, signifying distance from all fleshly pleasures.
· Taking no part in any mourning for the dead, nor to come near a dead body, because the dead show the corruption and the fruit of sin. Also, because the Nazirite had greater concerns than the ordinary joys and sorrows of life.

· Never cutting the hair, because it was a public, visible sign to others of the vow.

· Typically, the vow of a Nazirite was taken for a set and rather short period of time. Samuel and Samson (Jdg_13:5) were unique, because they were Nazirites from birth.
· Samson – Manoah’s wife was promised a child and told he would be a Nazirite

· Samuel – Hanna prayed for a child to make a Nazirite
· I will give him to the Lord all the days of his life: The child born would be a Levite, and being of that tribe, would be already dedicated unto the Lord, because God regarded the tribe of Levi as His own special possession. But the time of a Levite's special dedication to the Lord only lasted from the age of 30 to 50 (Num_4:2-3). Here, Hannah was taking something that already belonged to the Lord in some sense, and gave it again to the Lord in a greater way - for the whole life, and in a the dedication of a Nazirite, which was a greater consecration than a Levite.

· Even so, we may be dedicated unto the Lord - but is there a greater dedication God wants from us? It would have been easy for Hannah to say, "I don't need to dedicate my child to the Lord, because he is already dedicated." But there was a deeper dedication the Lord was trying to draw out of Hannah. Is there a deeper dedication the Lord is trying to draw out of you?

· It is difficult, even impossible to understand all the reasons and dynamics behind the plan of God; but certainly, if God wanted this little boy to be dedicated to Him in this special way, He had to allow Hannah to come to this place of desperation.

· Certainly, this was not the first time Hannah had prayed for a child. But perhaps this was the first time she prayed, truly giving the child to the Lord - not just in her heart, but in this vow as well.

· "Prayers and tears are the saints' best weapons." (Trapp) But Hannah - just as many of us - would not resort to these best weapons until bitterness and anguish forced her.
· True Holy War…

· Called on the Lord of Hosts
· Evoked the Nazirite vow
v12-14  Eli, the high priest, watches Hannah's silent prayer.

· As she continued praying is literally, "as she multiplied to pray." We have recorded only a bare summary of Hannah's prayer. As is the case with most all of the prayers and speeches of the Bible, all we have recorded is a portion or a summary of what was said.

· Now Hannah spoke in her heart; only her lips moved, but her voice was not heard: It is often good to pray aloud, because it can help us to better focus our thoughts. Yet this passage shows that prevailing prayer doesn't need to be vocal, it can be silent in the heart.

· How long will you be drunk? Of course, Eli misunderstands Hannah here. But the fact that he would even suspect that she was drunk shows that it may not have been all that unusual for people to be drunk at the "fellowship meals" they would have in sacrificing to the Lord at the tabernacle. The fact that Eli suspected Hannah of drunkenness doesn't speak well for what he had seen around the tabernacle area previously!

· Hannah suffers from being misunderstood by both her husband and her high priest; our High Priest never misunderstands us (Heb_4:14-16).

v15-18  Hannah responds to Eli's accusation; Eli answers back with a blessing.

· No, my lord: Hannah will not accept Eli's accusation, but she will not respond in a haughty or an arrogant tone. She will explain herself, but will do it remembering that he is her high priest.

· I have poured out my soul before the Lord: This is exactly what Hannah needed to do. Instead of keeping the bitterness of soul and the anguish in her heart, she poured it out of her soul before the Lord. Don't hold it in, pour it out before the Lord! The bitterness and anguish is like an acid that will eat up your insides, unless you pour it out before the Lord.

· The God of Israel grant your petition: Eli may have spoken this only as a pious wish; but it was in fact a word from the Lord. 

· Her face was no longer sad: The change in Hannah's countenance shows that she received the promise with faith, something necessary if we will inherit the promises of God.
Hebrews 6:11-12  11And we desire that every one of you do show the same diligence to the full assurance of hope unto the end: 12That ye be not slothful, but followers of them who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
Application:
· Reconstruction begins with prayer

· Prayer signifies we have given up on our own works

· Sincere prayer can only be a self-sacrificial act

· Hannah’s prayer –God be vindicated against His enemies

· We must desire reconstruction of a God fearing society

· There is much work yet to do

· Not lament or depression but dedication to God’s work

· Each is called to server is a special way

· Big problems require big prayers

· Hannah’s prayer shows she had big faith

· Prayer for a Nazirite son was to bring national spiritual change

· Why are you raising children?

· Children are not for some selfish legacy

· Child exist to advance the kingdom of God

· Provide theological education, teaching God’s grace and faithfulness
v19-20  Samuel's miraculous conception is evidence of God's special call on his life.

· Then they arose early in the morning and worshipped: Hannah could genuinely worship the Lord in faith, while the promise was still not yet fulfilled. What a glorious pattern of faith!

· And the Lord remembered her: To use the term remembered is an anthropomorphism, a way of explaining God's actions in human terms that we can understand, even if it doesn't perfectly describe God's action. It isn't as if God ever forgot Hannah.

· It came to pass in the process of time: It didn't happen right away. Hannah had reason enough to be discouraged, but when the promise of God came, she did not lose faith in the promise, even when it took some time. She is a great example of those who through faith and patience inherit the promises.
· The word “Samuel” signifies “name of God,” or “his name is El” (God). The play upon the name is not intended of course to be an explanation of its meaning. Thus, by the addition of a few letters shemū'ēl becomes shā'ūl mē'ēl “asked of God,” and recalls to the mother of Samuel the circumstances of the divine gift to her of a son.
