Adult III – 16 February 2014 – Notes on Acts 27:13-28:6
Acts 27 - Shipwreck On the Way to Rome

v13-20  A good start is made from Crete, but the ship quickly encounters great difficulty in a storm.

· Euroclydon: This wind was feared among ancient sailors for its destructive power.  The sailors on board knew they were clearly in for a bad time.

· We secured the skiff with difficulty: The skiff was normally towed behind the boat, but was taken aboard at bad weather - so they brought it in.  “We” may be quite literal from Luke's perspective.  The doctor was probably pressed into service pulling ropes!

· Using cables to undergird the ship was a customary practice sometimes called "frapping."  It helped prevent the ship from breaking apart in a storm.

· Fearing they should run aground on the Sytris Sands: The Syrtis Sands were an infamous "graveyard" of ships off the coast of North Africa, feared like a "Bermuda Triangle."  At all costs, the sailors wanted to avoid this area.

· That they saw neither sun nor stars shows just how desperate their plight was, because these were the only tools of navigation they had.  No wonder all hope that we would be saved was finally given up.

· All hope . . . finally given up: Is this a good or a bad place to be?  It is a good place if you are convinced there is no way to save yourself.  Then you can look to Jesus to save you.

v21-26  Paul reveals to the crew what God promised him about their fate.

· The long abstinence from food probably had nothing to do with fasting, but instead with the poor condition of the food during such a storm and the prevalence of seasickness among everyone!

· Men, you should have listened to me: Paul can't resist - and rightly so - an "I told you so" in this situation.

· There will be no loss of life among you, but only of the ship: The promise that there would be no loss of life, only the destruction of the ship, would sound like a bad deal in our materialistic age.

· There stood by me this night an angel of the God to whom I belong and whom I serve: The angel of God who appeared to Paul did more than assure Paul's survival.  Paul already knew that he would survive, because God promised he would appear before Caesar (Act_19:21 and 23:11).  But the angel also promised something worth telling the passengers and the crew: God has granted you all who sail with you.

· The angel told Paul, do not be afraid.  This must mean there was a reason why Paul needed to heart those words.  He struggled with fear in such circumstances like any man.

· I believe God that it will be just as it was told me is the essence of what it means to put our faith in God and His Word.  Paul's unshakable confidence in God made him a leader among these people, even though he was a prisoner of Rome.

· Take note of what Paul said: "I believe God."  He didn't say, "I believe in God."  Every demon in hell agrees with the existence of God.  Paul declared his total confidence in God's promise.

· Paul believed God when there was nothing else to believe.  He couldn't believe the sailors, the ship, the sails, the wind, the centurion, human ingenuity or anything else - only God and God alone.  This was not a fair-weather faith; he believed God in the midst of the storm, when circumstances were at their worst.  Paul would say along with Job: Though He slay me, yet will I trust Him (Job 13:15).  His terrible situation was real, but God was more real to Paul than the dreadful circumstances.

· Paul was not ashamed to say that he believed God.  "I would to God that all Christians were prepared to throw down the gauntlet and to come out straight; for if God be not true let us not pretend to trust him, and if the gospel be a lie let us be honest enough to confess it." (Spurgeon)

· Therefore, take heart, men: Paul used his belief to strengthen the hearts of others.  Most all of the people on this ship were not Christians, yet Paul still cared enough to strengthen their hearts by telling them about his belief in God.  If Paul had the attitude of some people today, he would have thought, "Hey, they're all going to hell anyway - who cares?"  But Paul loved more than that.

· On a certain island means that God did not tell Paul everything about what was going to happen.  Paul had to trust that God knew which island they would run aground on!

v27-38  On the fourteenth night of the storm, Paul ministers to the passengers and crew.

· The sailors sensed that they were drawing near some land: Sensing land was near (probably by hearing the breakers in the distance) the sailors took proper precautions against being crashed against some unknown rocks (they dropped four anchors from the stern, and prayed for day to come).

· Paul said to the centurion and the soldiers, "Unless these men stay in the ship, you cannot be saved."  Paul knew two reasons why they had to stay together.  
· First, the ship's passengers desperately needed the crew's expertise, and it would be fatal if the crew abandoned the passengers.  
· Second, Paul probably sensed that God's promise to give him the lives of the whole ship's company assumed that they would stay together.

· Since not a hair will fall from the head of any of you: Paul had a word of faith and confidence from the Lord for the frightened crew and passengers.  But this word only benefited those who believed it.

· And when he had said these things, he took bread and gave thanks to God in the presence of them all; and when he had broken it he began to eat.  Then they were all encouraged: There are hints that Paul regarded this meal as communion at the Lord's table for the Christians present.

· They lightened the ship: Throwing out the wheat into the sea reflected their great desperation.  This was the essential cargo of the ship, and they were throwing away all chance of making a profit or breaking even on the trip.  This was a pure struggle for survival.

v39-44  The ship runs aground and all are safe, in fulfillment of God's promise through Paul.

· They did not recognize the land: They did not know it at first, but they came to an island called Malta.  The place where the ship came aground is now called St. Paul's Bay.

· If they missed Malta, there would have been nothing for it but to hold on for 200 miles until they struck the Tunisian coast, and no one could have expected the ship to survive that long. 

· And the soldiers' plan was to kill the prisoners, lest any of them should swim away and escape: To the soldiers, it made sense to kill the prisoners, because Roman military law decreed that a guard who allowed his prisoner to escape was subject to the same penalty the escaped prisoner would have suffered - in the case of most of these prisoners, death.

· But the centurion, wanting to save Paul, kept them from their purpose: God gave Paul favor in the eyes of this Roman centurion, and that favor kept Paul and all the prisoners alive - in fulfillment of the word spoken to Paul, God has granted you all those who sail with you (Acts 27:24).  God's word never fails!
Acts 28 - Paul Arrives In Rome

A. Paul's ministry on the island of Malta.

v1-6  The islanders of Malta are impressed when Paul is miraculously unharmed by a snake-bite.

· They then found out that the island was called Malta: These experienced sailors would certainly have known the island of Malta, but not this side of the island.  Almost all the traffic to Malta came to the main port, on the other side of the island.  They didn't recognize this side of the island.

· Malta means refuge, a fitting name!

· When Paul had gathered a bundle of sticks: The great apostle gathered wood for the fire, even though there were probably scores of people among the 276 passengers and crew far more suited for the job.  Paul's servant heart was always evident.

· A viper came out because of the heat, and fastened on his hand: Paul was being faithful to God, and being a wonderful servant.  But this did not keep him from this trial.  The exact thing he was serving in brought forth a viper, and the viper didn't just nibble on Paul - it fastened on his hand.
·  Paul's reaction seems nonchalant: He shook off the creature into the fire.  Paul didn't let it bother him.  He didn't scream, "Why God?  I can't take any more of this!  Can't You see I'm serving You?"  He didn't look at those sitting by the fire and say, "You lazy bums!  If you would have gathered wood instead of me, this wouldn't have happened to me!”
· Yet justice does not allow to live: The natives were convinced that justice had finally caught up with this prisoner.  Justice is actually a reference to the Greek goddess of justice, Dikee.  The natives, knowing Paul is a prisoner, assume he has committed a great crime, and the goddess of justice will not permit Paul to escape unpunished.

· And suffered no harm: God didn't preserve Paul from the storm just to let him perish by a snake.  Paul is protected.  It was promised he would go to Rome (you must also bear witness at Rome, Acts 23:11), and Paul wasn't at Rome yet.  It wasn't so much that nothing would stop Paul as it was that nothing would stop God's promise from being fulfilled.

· Paul could take God's past faithfulness as a promise of future blessing and protection.

· Said that he was a god: This is a typically human reaction. For these natives, Paul had to be seen in extremes.  Either he was terribly evil or considered a god.  In truth, Paul was neither a criminal deserving punishment nor a god.  This is all the more reason we must be cautious about what others think of us, either for good or bad.

v7-10  Paul heals the father of Publius, and many others.
· Sick of fever and dysentery: Some think that the sickness Publius' father had was a malady known as Malta fever, which comes from a microorganism found in the milk of Maltese goats.  Its symptoms usually last some four months.

· The rest of those on the island who had diseases also came and were healed: This word for healed is not the customary word for a miraculous healing.  The word more literally means, "to receive medical attention."  It may be that Dr. Luke was functioning as a "medical missionary" on Malta.

v11-15  The final leg on Paul's journey to Rome.

· And so we went toward Rome: Paul and the others made their way northward up the Italian peninsula, until they are finally greeting outside Rome by Christians from Rome who have come to meet them.

· When the brethren heard about us, they came to meet us as far as the Appii Forum and Three Inns: The Christians in Rome received Paul's famous letter to them a few years before, so they probably felt like they knew him already.  They honored him by greeting Paul as the emperors were greeting when they arrived at Rome: they went out to meet him as he came into the city, traveling some 50 miles to do it!

· Luke is not giving the impression that Paul was the first person to bring the gospel to Rome . . . the presence of those Christians - the brothers, as Luke calls them - provides evidence enough that the gospel had reached Rome already.
v16  Paul's status as a prisoner in Rome.

· When we came to Rome: When Paul came to Rome, the city had existed for almost 800 years.  The famous Coliseum had not yet been built but the prominent buildings were the temple of Jupiter, the palaces of Caesar, and a temple to Mars, the god of war.  At the time, Rome had a population of about two million - one million slave, one million free.  Society was divided into roughly three classes: A small upper class, a large class of the poor, and slaves.

· The soldier who guarded him: "To this soldier he would be lightly chained by the wrist . . . the soldier would be relieved every four hours or so, but for Paul there was no comparable relief." 

· In Philippians 1:12-14, written from this Roman custody, Paul speaks of how his message is getting through to the palace guards of Rome.  Though he was the prisoner, he had a truly captive audience!
Philippians 1:12  But I would ye should understand, brethren, that the things which happened unto me have fallen out rather unto the furtherance of the gospel; 

Philippians 1:13  So that my bonds in Christ are manifest in all the palace, and in all other places; 

Philippians 1:14  And many of the brethren in the Lord, waxing confident by my bonds, are much more bold to speak the word without fear.
v17-22  Paul appeals to the Jewish community of Rome.

· Paul called the leaders of the Jews together: Paul followed his consistent practice of going to the Jews first in every city he came to as an evangelist.

· We neither received letters from Judea concerning you, nor have any of the brethren who came reported or spoken any evil of you: Paul wanted to know what they had heard from Jerusalem about him.  All these Jews in Rome were willing to say they knew about Christianity was that it was spoken against everywhere.

· We neither received letters shows that the religious leaders who accused Paul in Jerusalem and Caesarea knew their case was hopeless.  They made no effort to send ahead documents confirming their case against him.

· Paul said he was there as a prisoner for the hope of Israel.  As the year 70 a.d. approached, time was running out before an unparalleled national calamity struck a Jesus-rejecting Israel.
v23-24  The Jewish community of Rome hears the gospel from Paul.

· He explained and solemnly testified of the kingdom of God, persuading them concerning Jesus from both the Law of Moses and the Prophets, from morning till evening: This would be a great Bible study to have a tape of!  Paul spoke of the kingdom of God, and gave an exhaustive study of how the Old Testament spoke of Jesus - from morning till evening.

· What did Paul teach regarding the kingdom of God?  Undoubtedly, Paul taught exactly what Jesus taught: That now, God was bringing a spiritual kingdom that would take root in men's hearts before it took over the governments of this world.  The Jews of Jesus' day and of Paul's day were looking for a political kingdom, not a spiritual kingdom.

v25-29  The Jews reject the gospel again.

· When they did not agree among themselves, they departed after Paul had said one word: Paul understood that Isaiah prophesied of the hardness of heart that these people would have.  Certainly, Paul was gratified that some received the gospel, but he would undoubtedly have been distressed if even one of them rejected Jesus!

· Essentially, Isaiah is saying: "If you reject Jesus, you can hear, but never understand; you can see but never perceive.  You heart is, and will be, hard, your ears closed, and your eyes shut - because you really don't want to turn to God and be healed of your sin."  This is a message just as true today as it was when Isaiah first said it - or when Paul quoted it.

· Paul will plead for men to receive Jesus, but not as a beggar might plead.  Paul aches not for himself, but for those who reject - and solemnly must warn those who reject of the consequences.

· The preacher of the gospel really is preaching two messages.  To those who respond to the gospel with faith, he is a messenger of life.  But to those who reject Jesus, the preacher adds to their condemnation.  To the one we are the aroma of death to death, and to the other the aroma of life to life. (2Co_2:16)

· When he had said these words, the Jews departed: In just a few years after Paul's rebuke of this Jewish rejection of Jesus, the Jewish people of Judea would be slaughtered and Jerusalem destroyed.  God's judgment was coming, and part of Paul's frustration was that he sensed this.

v30-31  Paul spends two years in Rome before his trial in Caesar's court.

· Then Paul dwelt two years: "The two years' of Paul's stay in Rome could be accounted for adequately by congestion of court business.  It took that time for his case to come up for hearing." 

· Why did Paul get stuck at Rome for two years?  There are many reasons, but three big reasons are the letters to the Ephesians, the Philippians, and the Colossians.  God didn't waste Paul's time in Rome.  God never wastes our time, though we may waste it by not sensing God's purpose for our lives at the moment.

· His own rented house means that Paul supported himself during this period.  Paul was always a hard-working man.

· Received all who came to him: One example someone who he received in Rome was a convert of Paul's, a runaway slave named Onesimus (Philemon 10), who Paul told to go back to his master Philemon!

· Certainly, Paul had his appearance before Caesar Nero; and there is also no doubt that he boldly and powerfully proclaimed the gospel to him - as God had promised he would (Acts 9:15; 23:11).

· It seems likely that Paul was acquitted of these charges, and enjoyed a few more years of liberty until he was arrested again, imprisoned, condemned, and executed in Rome at the command of Nero - as the historical traditions of the early church state.

· Why did Luke not record Paul's appearance before Caesar?  Probably because the Gospel of Luke and the Book of Acts were composed as a "friend-of-the-court" brief to be used in Paul's trial before Caesar.

· No one forbidding him has the idea of completely unhindered.  Paul's chains and custody mattered nothing.  The word of God was unhindered.

· In the last two chapters, Paul's life was threatened by the sea, by soldiers, and by a snake.  But God delivered him from them all.

· God wants to show through this detailed description of the trials of Paul on the way to Rome that God's man, fulfilling God's will, cannot be stopped - though all kinds of difficulty may come in the way.

· Finally, even the unbelief of the Jews - or anyone else's rejection of Jesus - will not hinder the gospel.  The gospel will go forth without any hindrance.

· Matthew 22:1-14 is a parabolic illustration of the Book of Acts.  God prepared a feast for Israel, and invited them to come (in the days of Jesus' ministry), but they would not come.  Then, He sent out a second invitation, after all things were ready.  But they did not come then either; instead, they killed God's servants who brought the message of the feast.  Finally, God invited all that would come, including Gentiles - but they could only come if they were clothed in the garments of Jesus.

· There is no end to the story.  Why?  Because this same story is repeated again and again throughout the history of the church.  Trusting in Jesus, relying on the power of the Holy Spirit and the guidance of the Father, the word of God will continue to spread without hindrance and continue to change lives for the glory of God.  The Book of Acts really is a never-ending story.

