Adult III – 29 December 2013 – Notes on Acts 21:7-39
Acts 21 - Paul Arrives In Jerusalem

v7-16  Paul is warned another time in the city of Caesarea.

· We came to Ptolemais, greeted the brethren, and stayed with them one day: It must have been wonderful for Paul and his companions to find Christians in virtually every city they stopped in.  These bonds of fellowship become all the more precious when one is traveling and a stranger in a city.

· Philip the evangelist, who was one of the seven: Apparently, Philip, one of the seven chosen in Acts 6 to serve tables, settled in Caesarea and had four daughters who had the gift of prophecy.

· According to ancient records, "The daughters, or at least some of them, lived to a great age, and were highly esteemed as informants on persons and events belonging to the early years of Judean Christianity." (Bruce)
· Significantly, the daughters of Philip did not prophesy about Paul's trip to Jerusalem, though we might have expected them to.  The Holy Spirit chooses whom He will for such manifestations of the Spirit.

· A certain prophet named Agabus came down from Judea: In the spirit of Old Testament prophets, Agabus "play-acts" his message to Paul - that certain danger awaits him at Jerusalem.
· In Acts 11:27, we find Agabus at Antioch foretelling “a great famine over all the world,” was the means of urging the Christians at Antioch to send relief to the brethren in Judea by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
· So shall the Jews at Jerusalem bind the man who owns this belt, and deliver him into the hands of the Gentiles: The prophecy of Agabus was true, and genuinely from the Holy Spirit.  But to this true word, they added a human application (they pleaded with him not to go up to Jerusalem).  That additional word was not of the Lord, otherwise Paul would have been disobedient to go to Jerusalem.

· Though their human application was understandable, even logical, it wasn't of God.  They recognized as much when they attributed Paul's insistence to go to Jerusalem despite the danger as the will of the Lord.  

· Paul had received several prophetic words on this very topic.  This is God's custom with such a remarkable prophecy, that there should be great deal of confirmation, as there was in Macedonia (Acts 20:22-23), in Tyre (Acts 21:4) and now in Caesarea.

· v13  For I am ready not to be bound only, but also to die at Jerusalem for the name of the Lord Jesus: Paul's insistence on going to Jerusalem despite the dangers predicted by the Holy Spirit was not a result of rebellion, but an obedient response to the command of the Holy Spirit in his heart.  He was bound in the spirit to go to Jerusalem (Acts 19:21 and 20:22).

· The warnings from the Holy Spirit were intended to prepare Paul, not to stop him.
· v16 Brought with them one Mnason of Cyprus, an old disciple, with whom we should lodge:  This Mnason was an old disciple; of Jesus Christ; probably he might have seen Christ in the flesh, and he is by some thought to be one of the seventy disciples; or at least he might be one of those who became disciples and followers of Christ; through the ministry of Paul and Barnabas in that island, Acts 13:4 though that seems scarcely long enough ago, being but fifteen years before this time, to denominate him an old disciple: 

· with whom we should lodge; when come to Jerusalem; and there was the more reason to provide for a lodging at this time, because of the feast of Pentecost, when the city was full of people: 
v17-22  Christian Jews in Jerusalem.

· Upon arriving in Jerusalem, Paul met with the leaders of the church there (James and all the elders), and gave them a full report of his ministry.

· The Christian Jews in Jerusalem were thankful for what God was doing among the Gentiles (And when they heard it, they glorified the Lord).  Yet they still wanted to maintain many of their own Jewish customs and practices (they are all zealous for the law).
· v20 how many thousands of Jews there are which believe; there were many thousands converted at Jerusalem upon the first preaching of the Gospel, after Christ's ascension;  all the Christ believing Jews in Judea, who were now come up to Jerusalem, to keep the feast of Pentecost; 

· and they are all zealous of the law; of the law of Moses, of the ceremonial law, as Paul might see by their being at Jerusalem, to keep this feast; for though they believed in Jesus of Nazareth as the true Messiah, yet they had not light enough to see, that he was the sum and substance of all the ceremonies of the law, and that they all ended in him; and therefore were zealous in the observance of them, and could not bear to hear of their abrogation.
· Nowhere in the NT did a Christian offer a blood sacrifice!!!

V23-26  Paul honors Jewish customs 
· Be purified with them, and pay their expenses: Leaders of the church in Jerusalem were concerned that Paul was against the Jewish customs the Jewish believers in Jerusalem still valued.  So, the leaders advised Paul to "sponsor" (pay the sacrificial expenses) four Christian Jews who are fulfilling a vow of consecration.  By this, Paul will show the community of Christian Jews in Jerusalem that he is not opposed to their continued observance of certain Jewish customs, though he does not require such observance of Gentiles who come to Jesus.

· Four men who have taken a vow: The particular vow of consecration was probably similar to Paul's Nazirite vow mentioned in Acts 18:18.

· Paul did this to demonstrate that he never taught Christian Jews to forsake Moses and not to circumcise their children and that they should ignore Jewish customs.

· Then Paul took the men: Paul could agree to this and sponsor the four men taking the vow of consecration because there was never a hint that such things would be required of Gentiles as a test of righteousness.

· He had shown them that their ceremonies were useless but not destructive; that they were only dangerous when they depended on them for salvation.
· The motive behind Paul's sponsorship of these Christian Jews completing their Nazirite vow is explained in 1Co_9:20: And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the law, as under the law, that I might win those who are under the law.

v27-30  Jews from Asia stir a mob against Paul.

· Jews from Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd: They claimed that Paul was against the people [Israel], the law, and this place [the temple], but this was unfounded.  Paul simply rejected trust in any of these as a basis for righteousness before God, which comes only through Jesus Christ.

· The charges against Paul in Acts 21:28 (defiling the temple and changing traditions) are an echo of the charges Stephen was executed for (Acts 6:13-14): 13And set up false witnesses, which said, This man ceaseth not to speak blasphemous words against this holy place, and the law: 14For we have heard him say, that this Jesus of Nazareth shall destroy this place, and shall change the customs which Moses delivered us.
· All the city was disturbed; and the people ran together: The crowd was enlarged because it was feast-time (Acts 20:16).  It was enraged because they believed Paul not only preached against the people, the law, and the temple, but also profaned the temple by bringing a Gentile into its inner courts (they said, "he also brought Greeks into the temple and has defiled this holy place").
· Paul’s great desire to be at the feast of Pentecost was not in order to keep that feast, according to the usage of the Jews; but that he might have an opportunity of preaching the Gospel to a great number of Jews, out of all countries, whom he knew would come to that feast.
· Trophimus the Ephesian . . . whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple: It was absolutely prohibited for Gentiles to go beyond the designated "Court of the Gentiles" in the temple grounds.  Signs were posted which read (in both Greek and Latin): "No foreigner may enter within the barricade which surrounds the temple and enclosure.  Any one who is caught trespassing will bear personal responsibility for his ensuing death."  The Romans were so sensitive to this that they authorized the Jews to execute anyone that offended in this way, even if the offender was a Roman citizen.

v31-39  Roman soldiers rescue Paul.

· Now as they were seeking to kill him: Paul has been seized by an enraged mob, and the mob didn't just want to take him out of the temple courts.  They wanted to kill him, right there in the outer courtyard area of the temple mount.  Paul had been near death because of the attacks of murderous mobs before (Acts 14:5, 19), and he must have thought, "Here we go again!"

· News came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar: From the Tower of Antonia, at the northwest corner of the temple mount, more than 500 Roman soldiers were stationed only two flights of stairs from the court of the Gentiles.

· When they saw the commander and the soldiers, they stopped beating Paul: The Romans didn't sympathize with Paul, but they were interested in keeping public order, and they arrested Paul both for his own protection and to remove the cause of the uproar.

· Two chains means Paul was handcuffed to a solider on either side.  Paul must have immediately remembered the prophecy of Agabus (Acts 21:11).

· The multitude of the people followed after, crying out, "Away with him!"  When the mob cried out for his death, Paul must have remembered when he was part of such a mob, agreeing with the martyrdom of Stephen (Acts 7:54-8:1).

· Or, perhaps, it even reminded him of the trial of Jesus: "The shout Away with him! which pursued him as he was carried up the steps was the shout with which Jesus' death had been demanded not far from that spot some twenty-seven years before (Luke 23:18; John 19:15)." 

· At first, the Roman commander thought that Paul was a terrorist, and was surprised that Paul was an educated man and could speak Greek.

· The Egyptian mentioned (also mentioned by Josephus) led a ragged army of 30 thousand men to the Mount of Olives where they declared they would take over the temple mount.  Roman soldiers had quickly scattered them, but the leader got away.

· I am a Jew from Tarsus, in Cilicia, a citizen of no mean city: When Paul identified himself to the Roman commander, it put him in an entirely different standing.  He was a citizen of Tarsus, not a suspected terrorist.

· I implore you, permit me to speak to the people.  At this moment, when his life was in danger from an angry mob and he was suspected of being a dangerous criminal, Paul had one thing on his mind: "Let me preach the gospel!"

