Adult III – 22 December 2013 – Notes on Acts 20:18-21:6
Acts 20 - Paul's Farewell to the Ephesian Elders

v18-21  Paul begins his farewell to the elders of Ephesus by recounting his work among them.

· Most of the time in Acts, we see Paul the evangelist; but here in Acts 20, we get a unique picture of Paul the pastor - what was important to him as a leader and shepherd of God's people.

· You know, from the first day that I came to Asia, in what manner I always lived among you: Paul first calls attention to himself as an example.  Not an example instead of Jesus, but an example as he follows Jesus.  Paul didn't act like a "religious celebrity" and expect people to serve and honor him; he just wanted to be serving the Lord with all humility.

· I kept back nothing that was helpful, but proclaimed it to you: Paul could solemnly saw before these elders of the Ephesian church that he kept back nothing that was helpful.  He didn't only teach the topics that pleased him.  He proclaimed it all.

· Testifying to Jews, and also to Greeks: if Paul didn't limit his message, he didn't limit his audience either.  He wanted to preach all the word of God to all people.

· From house to house implies that the Ephesian church, lacking any central building, was organized logically in house-churches.  Probably, each elder had charge over a particular house-church.

v22-27  Paul reveals his heart and mind to the Ephesian elders.

· I go bound in the spirit to Jerusalem, not knowing the things that will happen to me there: Paul didn't know what was ahead of him; he even had reason to believe it was bad.  But that didn't trouble him.  He could give it all over to God even when he didn't know what would happen.  May God give us more Christians who will say none of these things move me!

· Holy Spirit testifies in every city, saying that chains and tribulations await me: Paul recognized the dangerous road ahead of him; apparently he had received many words of prophecy telling him of this danger already.  Yet he is not dissuaded by danger, but willing to lay down his life for the gospel of the grace of God.

· Nor do I count my life dear to myself: Paul thought of himself as an accountant, weighing carefully the credits and the expenses; and in the end, he does not count his own life dear to him, compared to his God and how he can serve him.

· So that I may finish my race with joy: Paul thought of himself as a runner who had a race to finish, and nothing would keep Paul from finishing the race with joy.  Additionally, Paul speaks of my race - he had his race to run, we have our own - but God calls us to finish it with joy.

· I am innocent of the blood of all men: Paul declared his heart was clear.  He could leave these Christians to God's care with a good conscience, knowing that he has not hesitated to declare to [them] the whole counsel of God.

· The whole counsel of God: Paul thought of himself as a watchman, there to bring forth the whole counsel of God's word.  This doesn't guarantee the people will be saved, but it will guarantee Paul is without guilt before God.  He has done his job!
· 2 Timothy 4:1-5  1I charge thee therefore before God, and the Lord Jesus Christ, who shall judge the quick and the dead at his appearing and his kingdom; 2Preach the word; be instant in season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort with all longsuffering and doctrine.  3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but after their own lusts shall they heap to themselves teachers, having itching ears; 4And they shall turn away their ears from the truth, and shall be turned unto fables. 5But watch thou in all things, endure afflictions, do the work of an evangelist, make full proof of thy ministry.

· Many preachers today simply use a Bible text as a launching pad, and then go on to say what they want - what the people want to hear.  

· We also must demand that we are being taught the whole counsel of God; not just interesting topics, not just what we want to hear, not just the things that will "grab" people, but what God says to all of our lives.

v28-35  Paul exhorts the Ephesian elders to continue in godly ministry.

· Paul's counsel to the elders is plain: v28 …feed the church of God, which he hath purchased with his own blood.
· The people don't belong to the pastor; they belong to the Lord.  As long as they choose to remain under the care and leadership of that pastor, he has a responsibility before God to feed and lead them; but they never belong to him.

· It isn't enough to feed; the shepherd must also protect the sheep.  Watch applies both to savage wolves that come in from the outside and to those who rise up from among yourselves.

· It is often easier for pastors to deal with the wolves that come from the outside - obviously false teachings and goofy winds of doctrine.  But it is very difficult to deal with those who rise up from among yourselves, because you don't want to believe that they are in fact speaking perverse things and trying to draw away the disciples after themselves.  But Paul insisted that such people were real, and that pastors would have to deal with them!

· v31 Therefore watch: Paul knew that spiritual attack would rise up among the church itself; we should be aware that Satan likes to attack through infiltration - so pastors must watch.

· I have coveted no one's silver or gold or apparel: Paul concludes by trying to communicate his heart, his motive in ministry.  He wasn't in it for himself, but for God's glory and for the building up of God's people.  Laboring like this means that Paul was a hard worker for God's glory!

· A quote of Jesus' unrecorded in the gospels: It is more blessed to give than to receive.  Ministers must be more concerned about what they can give their flock than concerned about what their flock can give them.

· We should not stumble over the issue that Jesus taught many things unrecorded in the gospels; John said as much in John 21:25.  But we can trust that God has preserved all that is necessary of the teaching of Jesus.
· John 21:25  And there are also many other things which Jesus did, the which, if they should be written every one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that should be written. Amen.

v36-38  Paul's tearful good-bye to the Ephesian elders.

· That they would see his face no more: They part with prayer, tears, and a sending-off party, believing they would only meet again in eternity. This reminds us that Paul was not a cold dispenser of doctrine, but a warm, pastoral man who loved his people greatly and won great love from them.

Acts 21 - Paul Arrives In Jerusalem

v1-6  Sailing to Syria, Paul is warned again in the city of Tyre.

· v1 after we were gotten (ä-po-spä'-ō) (Acts 20:30) from them is more literally tore ourselves away from them (with emotion); this was not an easy parting!  Paul had poured his life and love into these leaders from Ephesus, and they loved him deeply in return.

· Landed at Tyre . . . and finding disciples: We are not told how a church was planted in Tyre, but there were disciples there.  This reminds us that the Book of Acts gives only a partial picture of the early church's activity.

· They told Paul through the Spirit not to go up to Jerusalem: Apparently, among the disciples at Tyre, some prophesied of the danger that awaited Paul in Jerusalem, something that he had been warned about before in several other places (Acts 20:22-23).

· It would seem that the specific warning not to go up to Jerusalem was a human interpretation of the Holy Spirit's prophecy of the danger that awaited Paul, otherwise it is difficult to see why Paul would have gone against the Holy Spirit's direction.

· They all accompanied us . . . till we were out of the city: The practice of accompanying a traveler to the outskirts of the city was traditional.  And we knelt down on the shore and prayed: The practice of kneeling down on the shore together for prayer was uniquely Christian.

