Adult III – 8 December 2013 – Notes on Acts 19:17-19:34
Acts 19 - Paul in Ephesus

v17-20  Many in Ephesus renounce objects associated with the demonic.

· This became known both to all Jews and Greeks dwelling in Ephesus; and fear fell on them all: The incident with the sons of Sceva impressed the people with the reality of the demonic realm.  It made them fear the Lord and the demonic (both in healthy ways) and the name of the Lord Jesus was magnified.

· "Ephesus was a stronghold of Satan.  Here many evil things both superstitious and satanic were practiced.  Books containing formula for sorcery and other ungodly and forbidden arts were plentiful in that city." 

· Many who had believed came confessing and telling their deeds: Apparently, before the sons of Sceva incident, many believers did not know they were involved in the demonic.  They saw their actions in a far more innocent light, until they knew the reality of the demonic.

· Many of those who had practiced magic brought their books together and burned them in the sight of all: The sons of Sceva incident also prompted Christians to renounce any remaining connection to the demonic.  They renounced the demonic by confessing and by burning their magic books, disregarding whatever value they might have.

· It is significant that these practitioners of magic came confessing and telling their deeds; it was thought that the power of these magic spells resided in their secrecy, which was renounced in the telling.

· These books and scrolls full of magic charms, amulets and incantations were well known in Ephesus, and they were valuable.  The drachma was a silver coin representing about a one-fourth a day's wage, and if we estimate 300 working days a year, at an income of $25,000, this amount represented more than $1 million!.

· Christians must do this also today, removing books, tapes, records, statues, charms, games, or whatever else might have connection with demonic spirits.  They should also destroy them so they are of no use to others.

· "You will have enough temptation in your own mind without going after these things.  Is there any habit, any practice, that you have got that defiles your soul?  If Christ loves you, and you come and trust in him, you will make short work of it.  Have done with it, and have done with it forever." (Spurgeon)

· The end result was obviously worth it all: The word of the Lord grew mightily and prevailed.

v21-22  Paul's companions leave him alone in Ephesus.

· Paul purposed in the Spirit: Guided by the Holy Spirit, Paul determined his itinerary.  He would travel through Macedonia and Achaia, then to Jerusalem, then to Rome.

· Luke doesn't mention it here, but we know that one reason why Paul wanted to go through Macedonia and Achaia, then to Jerusalem was to collect and deliver a fund he had been collecting from other churches to help out the church in Jerusalem (Rom_15:25-31; 1Co_16:1-4).

· So he sent into Macedonia … Timothy and Erastus: Paul sent Timothy and Erastus on ahead to Macedonia, while he stayed in Ephesus (Asia) for a time.

· Who ministered to him: Notice the job of Timothy and Erastus.  They ministered to Paul; they were truly assistants to the apostle, helping Paul to maximize his ministry.

v23-28  Demetrius, a maker of idols, opposes Paul because his business has suffered.

· This trade of ours in danger of falling into disrepute, but also the temple of the great goddess Diana may be despised and her magnificence destroyed: This tremendous temple to Diana (also known as Artemis) in Ephesus was regarded as one of the seven wonders of the ancient world.  It was supported by 127 pillars, each 60 feet high, and was adorned with great sculptures.  It was completely lost to history until 1869, when it was discovered again, and its main altar was unearthed in 1965.
· Whom all Asia and the world worship: The temple of Diana in Ephesus was indeed famous around the world; and trinkets and idols from it must have been a substantial trade, no matter how immoral the worship of the sex-goddess was.
· "The Temple of Artemis was also a major treasury and bank of the ancient world, where merchants, kings, and even cities made deposits, and where their money could be kept safe under the protection of deity." (Longenecker)

· This Paul has persuaded and turned away many people, saying that they are not gods which are made with hands: The opposition of Demetrius and the other idol makers is a great compliment to the effectiveness of Paul's work in the region.  Paul was not on a "let's close down the temple of Diana" campaign, he was just doing the Lord's work.  As people came to Jesus, they naturally stopped worshipping Diana and buying shrines associated with the temple.

· Later in verse 37, the town clerk specifically says that Paul had not blasphemed the goddess Diana.  He was on a "pro-Jesus" campaign more than an "anti-everything else" campaign.

· This is how we should endeavor to change society. "I wish the gospel would affect the trade of London; I wish it might.  There are some trades that need affecting, need to be cut a little shorter . . . Not by an Act of Parliament!  Let Acts of Parliament leave us alone.  We can fight that battle alone.  But may it come to an end by the spread of the gospel . . . I have no faith in any reformation that does not come through men's hearts being changed." (Spurgeon)
· Act for America meeting with video on illegal immigration…
v29-34  The riot builds momentum.

· The whole city was filled with confusion, and rushed into the theater with one accord: Considering Rome's iron-fisted attitude towards such civil disorder, things were rapidly getting out of hand.

· They drew Alexander out of the multitude, the Jews putting him forward: Alexander wanted to make sure that the mob knew that the Jews did not approve of Paul either; but he accomplished nothing before the angry crowd.

· The chant Great Diana of the Ephesians! must have sent a chill up the backs of the Christians, including Paul who no doubt could hear it from outside the theater. 

·  The noise must have been deafening.  The acoustics of the theater are excellent even today and at that time were even better because of bronze and clay sounding vessels placed throughout the auditorium." (Williams)

