Adult III – 3 November 2013 – Notes on Acts 16:19-40
Acts 16 - The Second Missionary Journey Begins
v19-24  Paul and Silas are imprisoned for delivering the slave-girl from her demonic possession.

· Act 16:19  And when her masters saw that the hope of their gains was gone, they caught Paul and Silas, and drew (helko John 6:44) them into the marketplace unto the rulers,
· The whole mess was instigated because her masters saw that their hope of profit was gone.  The masters care nothing for the girl herself, only for their ability to exploit her demonic possession for money.  
· Paul and Silas were singled out not only because there were the leaders of the evangelistic group, but also, by their appearance, they were the most obviously Jewish.  This is indicated by how they began their accusation: "These men, being Jews."

· Their charges are of being troublemakers.  But those vague charges were enough, because both the multitude and the magistrates were biased against Paul and Silas.  They were biased because of their Jewish appearance, and because they assumed Paul and Silas were not Roman citizens.  

· In the Roman Empire, there were two very different laws: one for citizens of the Roman Empire, and one for those who were not citizens.  Roman citizens had specific civil rights which were zealously guarded.  Non-citizens had no civil rights, and were subject to the whims of both the multitude and the magistrates.

· There was great indignation that Roman citizens should be molested by strolling peddlers of an outlandish religion.  Such people had to be taught to know their proper place and not trouble their betters.
· After being severely beaten, Paul and Silas are imprisoned in maximum-security conditions (commanding the jailer to keep them securely . . . the inner prison . . . fastened their feet in the stocks).
· These stocks had more than two holes for legs, which could thus be forced apart in a such a way as to cause the utmost discomfort and cramping pain.
· In Jewish legal tradition, there was a maximum number of blows that could be delivered when beating a person, but the Romans had no such limit.  We can rest assured Paul and Silas were severely beaten.  Paul would later write of his ministry: In labors more abundant, in stripes above measure, in prisons more frequently, in deaths often. (2 Corinthians 11:23).
v25-32  The conversion of the Philippian jailer.

· Though they have been arrested, beaten, and imprisoned for doing good, Paul and Silas are filled with joy, and sing praises to God.  What will it take to make us stop praising God?

· Anyone can be happy in pleasant circumstances, but real joy comes only from within, and is a gift available to Christians at all times.

· And the prisoners were listening to them: What a strange sound it must have been to the other prisoners!  Prayers and praises unto God at midnight, in the midst of a brutal prison.  Those prison walls had probably never heard such a sound!

· This earthquake was clearly supernatural.  This was not only because of its timing and location, but in the way that all the doors were opened and everyone's chains were loosed.

· The jailer's reaction had good reason behind it.  Guards who allowed their prisoners to escape had to bear the penalty of their escaped prisoners.  Knowing this, Paul called with a loud voice, saying, "Do yourself no harm, for we are all here."  He assures the jailer that no one has escaped.

· It would have been easy for Paul and Silas to escape thinking God had instigated another miraculous jailbreak.  But to them, the lives of others were more important than their own personal freedom and comfort.

· In not escaping, they showed tremendous discernment.  The circumstances said, "escape."  But love said, "Stay for the sake of this one soul."  They were not guided merely by circumstances, but by what love compelled.

· This hardened keeper of the prison fell down trembling.  This is as dramatic as it sounds.  This man was more affected by the love and grace in the lives of Paul and Silas than an earthquake.  This may have even been the same guard who beat them a few hours earlier!

· Sirs, what must I do be saved?  The jailer was so impressed by Paul and Silas - by the love they showed to him, and from their ability to take joy even in misery - that he instantly wants the kind of life that Paul and Silas have.  God’s grace had already been at work on the jailer.
· This is how God wants our lives to be; spiritual magnets drawing people to Him.  Our Christianity should make others want what we have with God.  
· Jesus said, no one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws (helkō) him (John 6:44).  Holy Spirit uses us to “draw.”
· Romans 10:14  How then shall they call on him in whom they have not believed? and how shall they believe in him of whom they have not heard? and how shall they hear without a preacher?

· Paul's answer to the keeper of the prison is a classic statement of the essence of the gospel: believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved.  This is salvation by grace alone, received by faith alone.

· Some have worried that Paul's invitation to salvation here is too easy, and would promote an "easy-believism" and a "cheap grace."  
· Others refuse to preach repentance, claiming that this text says that it is not necessary.

· Paul never specifically called the keeper of the prison to repent because he was already repenting.  We see the humble repentance of the jailer in that he fell down trembling, in the full idea of the word believe (pistis, which means to trust in, rely on, and cling to, a saving faith), and in the command to believe on the Lord Jesus Christ).

· You and your household seems to be a specific promise for that Philippian jailer.  Paul was, under inspiration by the Holy Spirit, telling the keeper of the prison that his household would trust Jesus just as he did.

· This was a promise made specifically to the keeper of the prison.  But it is a promise that the Holy Spirit may well make alive to us, helping us to trust Him for the salvation of our families.

· However, the jailer's household was not saved merely because he was; Paul came spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house.  They were all saved because they all trusted the word of God and the Jesus revealed to them through the Word.

v33-34  The Philippian jailer ministers to Paul and Silas.

· The same jailer who had been punishing them was now ministering to Paul and Silas, caring for their wounds and he set food before them.  This shows how repentant he was and how he followed the example of love shown by Paul and Silas.

· The jailer and his family saw no reason to delay baptism; they were baptized that very night, and all this began around midnight (Acts 16:25).

· This man was carried from suicidal fear to abounding joy in just a few minutes.  All of it flowed from Paul and Silas' courageous praise to God in terrible adversity.

v35-36  Paul and Silas return to the prison, and are set free by the magistrates the next day.

· Paul and Silas had left the prison (in the protective custody of the jailer) to minister to the jailer's household.  But Paul and Silas returned to the prison willingly to spare the jailer certain death.

· Let those men go: To arrest, beat, and imprison someone; then to quickly release them is common in societies that recognize few rights for their citizens.  This sort of treatment effectively terrorizes the population into submission.

· If Paul and Silas were to be released the day after their beating, arrest, and imprisonment, why did God send the earthquake?  We see that the earthquake had absolutely nothing to do with freeing Paul and Silas from prison.  But it had everything to do with the salvation of a certain prison guard and his household.

v37-39   Paul and Silas reveal their Roman citizenship.

· Because Paul and Silas were Roman citizens, they had recognized civil rights, which were grievously violated by the Philippian magistrates.  Upon learning this, the magistrates are filled with fear, because it was a grave offense to treat Roman citizens as Paul and Silas had been treated.

· Why didn't Paul and Silas reveal their Roman citizenship earlier?  It is possible that they didn't have the opportunity, but it is more likely that the Holy Spirit was directing them to not reveal it until a certain time.

· Our rights are not as important as our obedience to the will of God.  God may ask us to lay down our rights for the good of another.

· How could Paul and Silas have proved their Roman citizenship?  "They may each have carried a copy of his registration of birth, in which his Roman status would have been recorded.  These were convenient in size . . . To claim Roman citizenship falsely was punishable by death." 

· The magistrates act like any politicians act by instinct.  They try to make their problem go away quietly by sweeping them under the rug.

v40  Paul and Silas leave Philippi on their own terms.

· They agree to go, but only after they had seen the brethren and encouraged them.  Paul and Silas would not be hurried out of town until they had brought their work there to a conclusion.

· In Philippi, Paul and Silas left behind two notable converts: Lydia and the prison guard.  Each of these two had their lives touched by Jesus in very different ways.

· Lydia was a churchgoer; the guard was not.  
· Lydia was prospering in business; the guard was about to kill himself.  
· Lydia's heart was gently opened; the guard's heart was violently confronted.  
· The guard had a remarkable sign - an earthquake, but all Lydia had was the move of the Holy Spirit in her heart.  
· Both heard the gospel and believed, and through each of them their whole families were touched!
