Adult III – 25 August 2013 – Notes on Acts 13:14 – 13:45
Acts 13 - Paul's First Missionary Journey Begins

v14-15  The customary invitation in the synagogue gives Paul an opportunity to preach the gospel.
· A synagogue service generally went like this: 
· Opening prayers were offered, 
· then there was a reading from the Law (the first five books of the Old Testament).
· Then, a reading from the Prophets.  
· Divided the Law into 54 sections so that the whole Law would be read in a year (Common Lectionary in UMC)

· Then, if there was an educated person present, they were invited to speak on subjects related to the readings.

· Paul wasn't the kind of man who you invited to speak on the Word of God without expecting that he would take you up on the offer.
v16-23  Paul begins his sermon in the synagogue, explaining how God's work in history culminates in Jesus.
· Men of Israel and you who fear God: Addresses both groups who would be at the synagogue on a typical Sabbath: Jews and "near Jews," those Gentiles who admired Jewish religion but did not make a full commitment to Judaism.

· In this survey of Israel's history, Paul notes important events - the choosing of the patriarchs, the deliverance from Egypt, the time in the wilderness, the conquest of Canaan, the time of the Judges, the creation of a monarchy - but it all culminates in Jesus (v23 according to his promise raised to Israel a Savior, Jesus).
· Pastor Tony’s zingers in his sermons…

· This survey of Israel's history demonstrates that God has a plan for history, and we need to sense a connection to that plan.  Jesus is the goal of history, and as we are in Jesus, we are in the flow of God's great plan of redemption.
v24-29  Using the examples of John the Baptist and the Jewish rulers, Paul shows how people both received and rejected Jesus.
· John the Baptist responded to Jesus the right way.  He prepared the hearts of others for Jesus, and he saw Jesus as who He is.  John knew Jesus was the One greater than all others.  He knew Jesus was more than a teacher, He was the Lord God we must all answer to.

· Whose shoes of his feet I am not worthy to loose: In that day, it was not uncommon for a great teacher to have disciples follow him, and it was expected that the disciples would serve the teacher in various ways.  This arrangement came to be abused, so the leading rabbis established certain things that were too demeaning for a teacher to expect of his disciple.  It was decided that for a teacher to expect his disciple to undo the strap of his sandal was too much; it was too demeaning.  Here, John insists he isn't even worthy to do this for Jesus!
· v26 To you is the word of this salvation sent:  Christ was promised and sent appropriately to the Jews and those who feared God, the very people to whom Paul is speaking!!!
· For those who dwell in Jerusalem, and their rulers, because they did not know Him: Those who didn't know/believe the Scriptures rejected Jesus, and delivered Him to Pilate to be executed, and Jesus was executed, and laid in a tomb.

· They took Him down from the tree: In calling the cross a tree, Paul is drawing on the idea from Deu_21:22-23.  In that passage, it says that God curses a person who is hanged from a tree.  Paul wants to communicate the idea that Jesus was cursed so we could be blessed (Gal_3:13).
v30-37  Paul preaches the resurrected Jesus.

· The fact is simply stated and evidence from eyewitnesses is offered (He was seen for many days by those who came up with Him).

· Then, Paul applies the truth of resurrection.  
· v33 The resurrection means that Jesus truly is the unique Son of God (Psalm 2:6-7), 
· 6Yet have I set my king on my holy hill of Zion. 7I will declare the decree: the LORD has said to me, You are my Son; this day have I begotten you.

· and it proves He was utterly holy even in His work on the cross (Psalm 16:10).
· 10For you will not leave my soul in hell; neither will you suffer your Holy One to see corruption.

v38-41 With a promise and a warning, Paul applies the truth of who Jesus is and what He has done.

· The promise is that, because of who Jesus is and what He has done for us, forgiveness is offered to us freely in Jesus.  We may be justified from all things from which you could not be justified by the law of Moses.

· What's wrong with justifying ourselves before God?  It assumes God grades on a curve; it gives us the glory for our own salvation - instead of simply saying as Paul did in Eph_2:8-9:

·  For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 

· Some refuse to embrace the salvation of Jesus, because they want a salvation of their own making.  They want to be saved the old-fashioned way - they want to earn it.

· v40-41 Beware, therefore: The warning is that if we do not embrace the person and work of Jesus with our whole lives, we are despisers who will perish.
· Habakkuk 1:5 Behold you among the heathen, and regard, and wonder marvelously: for I will work a work in your days which you will not believe, though it be told you.
· Lesson in Habakkuk is that Man shall live by Faith. Chaldeans are coming but God is sovereign.
v42-43 Many people, both Jews and Gentiles, express interest in Paul's message.

· We should assume that many of these believed, because Paul and Barnabas persuaded them to continue in the grace of God.  This means they had already started to trust in the grace of God.

· Continuing in grace (perseverance) is as important as beginning in grace; we must never leave it as the basic principle of our relationship with God.  Far too many only think of grace as the introduction to the Christian life, but God wants grace to remain as the foundation for our life with Him.

v44-45  On the next Sabbath, envy creates opposition.
· The scene is easy to picture.  The whole city is ready to hear the gospel from Paul on the next Sabbath, and this dramatic response makes the leaders of the synagogue envious, because they aren't in charge any more!

· Suddenly, Paul's preaching is opposed as if he were conducting a debate, his opponents contradicting him, and blaspheming God. The blasphemy mentioned probably has to do with abusive and degrading language directed towards Jesus, whom Paul preached.

· Why would these religious people reject the Messiah they had waited for so long?  
· They wanted to keep the division between Jew and Gentile, and if Jesus was to be the Messiah of all men, they wanted no part of Him.  - Similar to today’s Race Relations
· They could tolerate some change in their teaching and practice, but they could not endure that the Gentiles should be made equal with God's ancient people. 

· Some people end up rejecting Jesus because of the way He changes our relationship with other people.  Some would rather hold on to their bitterness towards others than turn to Jesus and be reconciled.

