Adult III – 28 July 2013 – Notes on Acts 10:1 – 10:48
Acts 10 - Cornelius, Peter, and the Conversion of Gentiles

v1-2 - Cornelius, a Gentile who served God.
· Caesarea was a predominately Roman city on the shores of the Mediterranean in Judea.  It was the headquarters of the Roman governor of the province of Judea.  
· Cornelius is an officer in the Roman Army.  This is something that would have made him all the more hated by any patriotic Jew. "Thirty-two such Italian cohorts were stationed in the different provinces of the empire.  They were made up of Italian volunteers and were considered the most loyal Roman troops." 
· Cornelius was in the category of what the Jews called God-fearers (one who feared God).  These were Gentiles who loved the God of Israel and were sympathetic to and supportive of the Jewish faith.  Yet they stopped short of becoming full Jews in lifestyle and in circumcision.

v3-8 - God sends an angel to tell Cornelius to get Peter.
· We are not told specifically that Cornelius was praying, but it was the ninth hour (3:00 in the afternoon).  This was a customary time of prayer for Jews. (9am, noon &3pm).

· Vision an angel of God: This was not a dream, nor was it actually happening.
· Send for Peter: Probably, Cornelius didn't even know who Peter was.  But he knew that he should do what God told him to do, and he could trust that God was speaking to Peter also.
· Lodging with one Simon, a tanner = Easy to find
· It is significant that God speaks to Cornelius so directly, even calling him by name.  It is also significant that Cornelius responds with a healthy fear of the heavenly and holy (he was afraid).  This shows that Cornelius had a real relationship with God.

· God sent an angel in a vision to Cornelius, but He used a man to preach the gospel to him. Angels may help to connect the lost with God's people, they are never allowed to do more.
v9-16 - Peter's vision on Simon the Tanner's housetop.
· This is how God often operates.  He speaks to several people about a matter, not just one.  Then confirmation is provided, and out of the mouth of two or three witnesses, a word is established.
· In that culture, the housetop was normally used as a sort of "patio."  There was nothing strange about Peter going up on the housetop to pray.

· Then he became very hungry: This often happens during prayer; distractions in our body come while we are trying to direct ourselves to God.  However, God would use these very distractions to speak to Peter, as he fell into a trance.
· A voice came to him: How does God speak to us?  It is rare for God to speak in an audible voice.
· Rise, Peter, kill and eat: This obviously goes against Peter's commitment as a Jew, which was to never eat anything except kosher foods.
· Not so, Lord!  Peter's response is both absurd and yet typical of us.  He says he says "no" to his Lord.  The only legitimate answer to a request from our Lord is "yes."
· God responds clearly to Peter: What God has cleansed (declared/made clean) you must not call common (defiled, impure, unholy, unacceptable to God).

· In Old Testament thinking, there was the holy and the common.  The holy was made common when it came into contact with something common, and could only be made holy again through a ritual cleansing.  When something was made holy it was called consecration; when it was made common it was called desecration.

· At this point, Peter believes that God is speaking about food.  But shortly, God will show Peter that He is really getting at another point.

· This was done three times: For deep emphasis, God repeats this vision three times.  Peter was to regard this as important.
· Isa_6:3 And one cried to another, and said, Holy, holy, holy, is the LORD of hosts: the whole earth is full of his glory.

· Rev_4:8 And the four beasts had each of them six wings about him; and they were full of eyes within: and they rest not day and night, saying, Holy, holy, holy, LORD God Almighty, which was, and is, and is to come.
· Rev_8:13 And I beheld, and heard an angel flying through the middle of heaven, saying with a loud voice, Woe, woe, woe, to the inhabitants of the earth by reason of the other voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which are yet to sound!

v17-20 - God makes Peter aware of the arrival of the messengers from Cornelius.
· When the vision ended, Peter did not have it figured out.  
· Behold, three men seek you: At this point, God has not told Peter that his visitors are Gentiles.  Normally, a godly Jew like Peter would not associate like this with Gentiles.  Knowing this, and knowing Peter's previous resistance (Not so, Lord!), God simply "surprises" Peter with the knowledge that these men are Gentiles.  All Peter needs to know is that the Spirit said, I have sent them.
v21-23 - Peter goes with the messengers back to Caesarea to see Cornelius.
· The messengers from Cornelius come with an invitation.  Peter is to come to the house of Cornelius, and he wants to hear words from you.  
· Then he invited them in and lodged them: We can see the change in Peter's heart by the way he invited them in and lodged them.  He entertained them as welcome guests, and he did this against every custom of the Jews.
· Imagine that house that night, with a despised Jewish tanner who was a fellow-disciple, the great apostle Peter, a Roman soldier and 2 Gentiles servants as they lodged there together, sharing a meal… talking and sharing what God was doing…
· On the next day Peter went away with them: "Centuries ago another Jew had come to Joppa with a solemn message from his God, which he was commissioned to bear witness to the Gentiles.  Jonah, the prophet, took a ship from Joppa and refused obedience to a divine call."    Are you a Jonah or a Peter?
v24-29 - Peter comes to Cornelius' house.
· v24 Cornelius waited for them, and he had called together his kinsmen and near friends…

· Peter refused both to be treated by Cornelius as if he were a god, and to treat Cornelius as if he were a dog.
· The main point of this chapter is not the conversion of Cornelius but the conversion of Peter.  By entering a Gentile's home, Peter is showing that his heart and mind have changed, and that he has learned the lesson of the vision of the great sheet.
· Peter explained why he, a godly Jew (who was also a Christian) entered a Gentile's house. In saying "I should not call any man common or unclean," Peter now understood that the vision was about people, not food.  But the principle still relates to food.  
· We understand believers are not under any obligation to keep a kosher diet.  But how we eat may be better or worse from a health perspective, but it doesn't make us any more right with God.
· v29 I ask therefore for what intent you have sent for me? – trading experiences in God’s calling
v30-33 - Cornelius explains why he sent for Peter.
· Whatever Cornelius was praying about it drew him closer to God and God would answer this prayer through the gospel Peter brought to Cornelius.

· v33  Now therefore are we all here present before God, to hear all things that are commanded you of God: Peter was living a preacher's dream.  His audience is attentive and well-prepared by the Holy Spirit.
v34-43 - Peter's short sermon to the Gentiles at Cornelius' house.
· Reread v33-34:  This is the foundation for Peter's understanding that the gospel should now go forth to Gentiles.  This statement goes completely against the prevailing Jewish thought that God certainly did show partiality, towards the Jews and against the Gentiles.  In essence, many Jews of Peter's day thought that God loved the Jews while hating the Gentiles.

i. A Jewish man would begin every day with a prayer thanking God that he was not a slave, a Gentile, or a woman.  A basic part of the Jewish religion in the days of the New Testament was an oath that promised that one would never help a Gentile under any circumstances, such as giving directions if they were asked.  But it went even as far as refusing to help a Gentile woman at the time of her sorest need - when she was giving birth - because the result would only be bringing another Gentile into the world.

ii. If a Jew married a Gentile, the Jewish community would have a funeral for the Jew and consider them dead.  It was thought that to even enter the house of a Gentile made a Jew unclean before God.  Ancient Jewish writings tell us of a Gentile woman who came to a rabbi.  She confessed that she was a sinner and asked to be admitted to the Jewish faith.  "Rabbi," she said, "bring me near."  The Rabbi refused and simply shut the door in her face.

iii. But the Gentiles could give as good as they got from the Jews.  Gentiles despised Jews as weird traditionalists, and believed that they were evil plotters who worshipped pigs.  After all, Jews refused to eat pork, so they must worship pigs!

iv. All of this changed with the spread of the gospel.  Christianity was the first religion to disregard racial, cultural and national limitations.

v. When the Jews showed this kind of partiality they were not being faithful to God's heart as revealed in the Old Testament.  The idea that God shows no partiality is also stated in Deu_10:17 

(ESV)  For the LORD your God is God of gods and Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God, who is not partial and takes no bribe.

v44-48 - God-fearing Gentiles are saved, filled with the Holy Spirit, and baptized.
· While listening to Peter, these people made an invisible transaction in their hearts with God, by setting their faith in Jesus Christ.  The moment of a person's salvation isn't necessarily when they raise a hand or come forward at an evangelistic invitation.  It is more likely at the moment they surrender to God and embrace Jesus in the sincerity of their hearts.
· When they spoke with tongues, it was to magnify God, not to teach men.  The audience was God, not man, as is consistent with the principle of 1 Corinthians 14:2.
· 2For he that speaks in an unknown tongue speaks not to men, but to God: for no man understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries.

· Holy Spirit was doing a great work in the hearts of those listening, and Peter went with the flow.  He stopped and called for their baptism.
· The Jewish Christians present were amazed.  Who would have thought God would fill Gentiles with the Holy Spirit in the same manner and degree as the Jews?
· Were these the first Gentiles to be saved?  Gentiles had probably received salvation in the eight years since Pentecost (Acts 2).  But this is the first time God had made it explicitly clear to all parties that he showed no partiality between Jew and Gentile.
==========================================================================
This entrance of Gentiles into the church was not a "new" plan, but something promised long before.

a. The Old Testament looked for the day when a light would shine in the darkness of the Gentile world: 1Arise, shine; for your light is come, and the glory of the LORD is risen on you.  2For, behold, the darkness shall cover the earth, and gross darkness the people: but the LORD shall arise on you, and his glory shall be seen on you. 3And the Gentiles shall come to your light, and kings to the brightness of your rising. (Isaiah 60:1-3)

b. God promised Abraham, and his descendants, that the blessing that came through him would extend to all nations (Genesis 12:1-4).  
c. Remember Jesus' promise of other sheep, not of this fold in John 10:16.  Jesus also promised: 32And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will draw all [men] to me. (John 12:32).

d. The first Gentile Jesus dealt with in His public ministry was a Roman centurion from Capernaum.   When Jesus healed that centurion's servant, He declared that many will come from east and west, and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven (Matthew_8:5-13).

e. We should also see that Cornelius was an undoubtedly good man; yet he needed Jesus.  Even good people, who are respectful towards God, still need to come to Jesus as their Lord and Savior, and put all their trust in who Jesus is and what He has done for them.
