Adult III – 14 July 2013 – Notes on Acts 9:1 – 9:19
Acts 9 - The Conversion of Saul of Tarsus

v1-2 - Saul's purpose in traveling to Damascus.
· We last saw Saul in Acts 8:3, where it says that he made havoc of the church, entering every house, and dragging off men and women, committing them to prison.  Here he continues and expands this work to the city of Damascus.
· Damascus was 130 miles northeast of Jerusalem.  This was at least a six-day journey which shows Saul's commitment to his cause.  
· The first thing we should notice is this: there are Christians in Damascus. The Apostles have been preaching the gospel in various towns, but there is no record of them going to Damascus.

· Paul was committed to persecuting Christians, and even after he became a Christian, he remembered his days as a persecutor in Philippians 3:3-7 and in Galatians 1:13. 
· v2 - If he found any who were of the Way: Here, Christianity is referred to as the Way.  This seems to be the earliest "name" for the Christian movement, and a fitting one - used five times in Acts. 
· The name the Way means that Christianity is more than a belief or a set of opinions or doctrines.  Following Jesus is a way of living as well as believing.

· When God got a hold of Saul, Saul wasn't looking for Jesus!
v3-6 - Jesus meets Paul on the road to Damascus.
· God does not normally confront sinners with a heavenly light and an audible voice from heaven.   In Acts 26:13 Paul reveals that this happened at mid-day, when the sun shines at its brightest; but this heavenly light was brighter than the sun could ever be.
· Saul's reaction was simply to fall to the ground.  This wasn't because of honor or reverence for God, it was simply a reaction of survival - he was terrified at the heavenly light.
· The rabbis of Saul's day believed that God no longer spoke to man directly, as He did in the days of the prophets.
· When Jesus repeated his name twice, it was to display deep emotion, but not necessarily anger (as in the Martha, Martha of Luke 10:41 and the Jerusalem, Jerusalem of Matthew 23:37).
· Why are you persecuting Me?  Saul is confronted by the true nature of his crime: He is persecuting Jesus, not man.  Saul thought that he was serving God in viciously attacking Christians, but now he discovers that he has been fighting against the will of God.
· It is important to note that by saying this Jesus is identifying Himself with the Church. As Saul persecutes the Church, he persecutes Jesus Himself, because the Church is the body of Christ.

· Who are You, Lord?  We must ask that question with a humble heart, and ask it to God.  Jesus shows us exactly who God is, and He can answer this question.  Paul spent the rest of his life wanting to know more completely the answer to this question (Phi_3:10).

· What do You want me to do?  Few dare to really ask God this question, but when we ask it, we must ask it in a spirit of submission and determined obedience.
· it is hard for you to kick against the pricks; or "to resist me",
v7-9 - Saul immediately after the Damascus road.
· The experience was incomprehensible to Saul's companions.

· Saul opened his eyes (presumably shut tight in a terrified reaction to the heavenly light), he still could not see
· He was unable to eat or drink for three days.  All Saul could do was simply sit in a blind silence.  This was a humbling experience, and a time when Saul must have challenged all his previous ideas about who God was and what pleased God. 
· Saul was dying to himself.  It would only be after the three days of dying that he would be raised to new life.

v10-16 - God's message to Ananias. and Ananias' objections.
· See and compare different way that God speaks to Paul (resistant unbeliever - bold, almost violent confrontation) vs Ananias (obedient believer - hears the voice of God sweetly in a vision).
· God's instructions to Ananias are clear and specific (where to go and what to do).

· v11 for behold, he prays: Paul had never really prayed before; he may have repeated formal prayers.  Before, his prayers were not spiritual, he had never prayed with Jesus as mediator, he had never prayed in Jesus' name, and his own heart was proud and far from God.  He had said many prayers, but had never really prayed. (v5 - what will you have me to do?)
· Why Ananias?  Was he a prominent Christian?  We have no reason to believe so.  Did God need to use a human agent at all in this work?  Not really.  God used Ananias because God loves to use people, and Ananias was a willing servant.  Ananias asked Saul's question, "Lord, what do You want me to do?" by the way he lived his life.
· Acts 22:12 And one Ananias, a devout man according to the law, having a good report of all the Jews which dwelled there,
· God tells Ananias about Saul's vision wherein Ananias plays a part
· Ananias' objections are perfectly logical and well-founded.  However, they presume that God needs instruction or counsel.
· He is a chosen vessel to me…  At this time, God had not even revealed that calling to Saul, though He tells Ananias first.  God knew what He could make of Saul, even when Saul or Ananias didn't know.
· Election – corporate election (Israel) and individual election – Paul, Abraham, Jacob

· v16 - Saul was going to leave a life of privilege for a higher call, but a call with much suffering.
v17-19 - Ananias prays and Saul is healed and receives the Holy Spirit.
· Brother Saul: a gesture with spiritual meaning of brotherhood in the family of God 
· Be filled with the Holy Spirit: It seems that this is when Saul was actually born again and is healed from his blindness, which was spiritual blindness as much as physical blindness.

· Be filled: God wanted to break Saul so He could fill him and leave him filled.

· It is often said that Saul was converted on the road to Damascus.  Strictly speaking, this is not the fact.  His conversion began in his encounter with the law but it was not accomplished until the gospel of Jesus Christ entered his heart by faith.
· v18 – and was baptized
· Acts 22:16  And now why do you wait? Rise and be baptized and wash away your sins, calling on his name.'
· When he had received food, he was strengthened: Saul immediately began to be strengthened both physically and spiritually.  God is concerned about both areas of need.
· Paul considered his conversion a pattern for salvation

1 Timothy 1:12-16

 12And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord, who has enabled me, for that he counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry; 13Who was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: but I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief. 14And the grace of our Lord was exceeding abundant with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 15This is a faithful saying, and worthy of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief.  16However, for this cause I obtained mercy, that in me first, Jesus Christ might show forth all long-suffering, for a pattern to them which should hereafter believe on him to life everlasting.
· Saul's conversion reminds us that:

· at its core, salvation is something God does in us.  What we do is only a response to His work in us.

· God finds us, even when we are not looking for Him.

· God looks for people to cooperate in the conversion of others 

· John 6:44 - No man can come to me, except the Father which has sent me draw him: and I will raise him up at the last day.

· God's desire is to only use brokenness as a prelude to filling.
