Adult III – 7 July 2013 – Notes on Acts 8:9 – 9:6
Acts 8 - Philip and the Samaritans
v9-13  Simon the Sorcerer believes.
· Simon had a fair degree of local fame and was honored as one who is the great power of God.

· Using sorcery in the Bible always has the connection with the occult.  Whatever real power Simon had, it was from Satan, not God.
· The Samaritans wrongly assumed that because Simon had real spiritual power, it was from God.

· Simon is convinced by Philip's preaching and amazing miracles, to the point where he declares belief, is baptized, and continued with Philip.  Simon became a follower of Philip and his ministry.
v14-17 The Samaritans receive the Holy Spirit as Peter and John lay hands upon them.
· When Jesus gave Peter and the other apostles the keys of the kingdom of heaven (Matthew 16:19) it was really for this purpose.  Here they are officially welcoming those (the Samaritans) who had previously been excluded from the people of God into the kingdom of God.
· The fact that these Christians received the Holy Spirit in what seems to be a subsequent experience to their salvation has caused much controversy; there have been different explanations offered.
·  Some say they were never saved to begin with under Philip's preaching.  When Peter and John came, they really trusted in Jesus and then received the Holy Spirit.
· Some say they were really saved, and then in a subsequent experience, they received the Holy Spirit in a pattern that believers should follow today.
· Some say they were really saved at Philip's preaching, yet God, in a unique move, withheld the gift of the Holy Spirit until it could be bestowed on them by Peter and John.  God's purpose in this was to ensure continuity between the church in Jerusalem and the new church in Samaria, guarding against division.
· Some say they were really saved and did really receive the Holy Spirit at the time of conversion, but were given special gifts and graces of the Holy Spirit at the laying on of hands by Peter and John.
v18-25  Peter confronts Simon and his desire to buy the power of God.
· Simon desired the ability to impart the power of the Holy Spirit to others at his will.  This would give him much spiritual authority.

· Simon wanted to be "in charge" of the Holy Spirit!  He regarded the Holy Spirit as a "power" he could use as he willed, instead of a Person who would rule his life.  His sin was a desire to possess spiritual power for personal ends.
· The practice of purchasing offices or influence in the church became known as Simony, because it is done in the same spirit as this Simon, but it also extends to other forms of trafficking for money in "spiritual things”.

· Peter doesn't attempt to cast a demon of bitterness or iniquity out of him.  Instead, Peter calls him to repentance (Repent therefore), prayer (pray God), and righteousness (the thought of your heart).
· Simon gave every outward appearance of being saved.  
· He expressed a belief in the preaching of Philip and was baptized (Acts 8:13).  Simon also continued with Philip (Acts 8:13) and attended meetings of the church (Acts 8:18).  

· But when Peter says, You have neither part nor lot in this matter: for your heart is not right in the sight of God (Acts 8:21), it is a pretty clear indication that Simon's belief was superficial and his baptism just a ceremony.
· What prevented Simon from coming to a genuine belief in Jesus?  Probably it was pride.  Before the coming of Philip and the gospel, Simon was an admired holy man in the region, and had been admired for a long time (Acts 8:11).

· A proud person might give an outward display of faith because it is the "right" thing to do in the eyes of others, but in the secret place of their heart, they may fail to submit to Jesus Christ.
· Church tradition says Simon became a dangerous false teacher among the early Christians.

· v25 …returned to Jerusalem and preached the Gospel in many villages of the Samaritans; their first commission in  Matthew 10:5 being now cancelled, 

· 5These twelve Jesus sent forth, and commanded them, saying, Go not into the way of the Gentiles, and into any city of the Samaritans enter you not: 6But go rather to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.

· and a new one given them to preach the Gospel to every creature; and being appointed witnesses for Christ in Samaria, as well as in Jerusalem and Judea; Acts 1:8.
· 8But you shall receive power, after that the Holy Ghost is come on you: and you shall be witnesses to me both in Jerusalem, and in all Judaea, and in Samaria, and to the uttermost part of the earth.
v26-28 - Philip, led by the Holy Spirit, is directed to an Ethiopian government official.
· Philip left the successful work in Samaria to go out to the desolate desert area, but God had a plan in it all and Philip was submissive to God's plan.
· He was a eunuch who held a high office and a believer in the one true God. (Queen of Sheba?)

· He had come to Jerusalem to worship but had to worship in the Gentile court.

· Not everyone could afford to own scripture but the Ethiopian was hungry for God's Word.  
v29-35 - Philip preaches Jesus to the Ethiopian.
· v29 - It took real boldness for Philip to go right up to the Ethiopian's chariot and speak to him, but that is what the Holy Spirit told him to do.
· We often shrink back from speaking boldly about Jesus, and the world lets us know we shouldn't talk about such things.  But does the world shrink back from cramming its gospel down our throats?  
· How many people are upset when all sorts of immorality and lies are forced upon believers?  We should be just as bold to the world about Jesus as the world is bold to us about sin!
· In the ancient world, it was common to read aloud.  Philip knew what the Ethiopian was reading by listening as he read.
· How can I, unless someone guides me? This is the proper question of anyone who wants to understand the Bible.  We should never feel bad if we need to be taught before we can understand many things.
· himself or of some other man?  Regarding this passage from Isaiah 53:7-8, the Jews of that day had different ways they interpreted the identity of this suffering servant.  
· the nation of Israel itself, as Israel had suffered greatly in wars, exile, and persecution.  
· Isaiah writing about himself.  
· the Messiah, but they thought this hard to accept, because they didn't want to think of the Messiah suffering.
· Beginning at this Scripture: Philip talked about more than this passage from Isaiah, but this is where he started.  He started at common ground with the Ethiopian, but made his way to talking about Jesus.
v36-40 - The Ethiopian's response to the gospel and Philip's mysterious departure.
· The Ethiopian was ready to respond to the gospel.  This was a work of the Holy Spirit, not a result of Philip's "salesmanship skills."
· what doth hinder me to be baptized? This question shows, that he had 
·  some knowledge of the ordinance of baptism, which he had received from the ministry and conversation of Philip; and that 
· he had some desire after it, as regenerate persons have, after divine things, after Christ, his word, and ordinances; and 
· that he was willing to take the first opportunity of submitting to it, but was jealous lest he should not be qualified for it; and 
· therefore modestly proposes the affair to Philip, and desires to be examined and judged by him: 

· I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God: This confession of faith, taken in all that it means, is the essential belief for anyone who will come to saving faith.  We must believe in the person of Jesus, in all that He is and has done as Christ.  We must believe that He is the Divine Son, and that He is the Son of God sent from the Father to accomplish the salvation of all those who will believe with all their hearts.

· he baptized him - The word baptizô should not be confused with baptô (911). The clearest example that shows the meaning of baptizo is a text from the Greek poet and physician Nicander, who lived about 200 B.C. It is a recipe for making pickles and is helpful because it uses both words. Nicander says that in order to make a pickle, the vegetable should first be 'dipped' (baptô) into boiling water and then 'baptized' (baptizô) in the vinegar solution. Both verbs concern the immersing of vegetables in a solution. But the first is temporary. The second, the act of baptising the vegetable, produces a permanent change.

·  The Spirit of the Lord carried Philip away, while the Ethiopian was still in the water where he was baptized!  He was then "transported" supernaturally to the former Philistine city of Azotus (also known as Ashdod).
· He went on his way rejoicing: The joy of the Ethiopian, even after Philip's strange departure, shows that his faith was firmly rooted in Jesus Christ as his Savior, not in Philip.

