Adult III – 23 June 2013 – Notes on Acts 6:8 - 6:50
Acts 6 - The Appointment of Deacons and the Arrest of Stephen

v8-10 - Stephen's witness for God.
· Stephen was used of God because he was full of faith and power.
· disputing with Stephen; about the doctrine he preached, and the miracles he wrought, and by what authority he did these things.
· Stephen debated with Jews from the Synagogue of the Libertines/Freedmen

· This is a Roman name, and signifies the sons of free men; and these were either the sons of  Jews, who were servants or slaves that had been made "free men"; or Jews whose parents were born free, or had obtained their freedom at Rome, or in some free city under the Roman government, as Paul at Tarsus and possibly many were Roman citizens.

· Many probably could not speak the language of the native Jews 

· or at least it was not their primary language.
· Christianity was still considered a Jewish sect and members still attended the synagogues.
· There is no indication that Stephen was smarter, better educated, or a better debater than these Jews but he was empowered by the Holy Spirit; therefore he showed greater wisdom.

· The mention of Cilicia suggests this may have been Paul's synagogue before he was converted.  He came from Tarsus in Cilicia.

· Some sources say there were well over 400 synagogues in Jerusalem, needed at least 10 men to form a synagogue.

v11-15 - The opposing Jews, defeated in debate, induce false accusations against Stephen.
· They stirred up the people: The opponents of Stephen could do nothing until they got popular opinion on their side.  Previously, persecution against the apostles had been limited because popular opinion was with them (Act_2:47, 5:26).

· They secretly induced men to say: The opponents of Stephen could not win a fair fight, so they used lies and secret strategies to shape popular opinion against Stephen.

· Popular opinion can be easily shaped.  The same crowds that praised Jesus (Luk_19:35-40) soon called for His crucifixion (Luk_23:18-23); then they loved the apostles (Act_2:47, 5:26) but now cry out against Stephen.  This is why we should never let popular opinion shape the vision or focus of the church, but let it rest on God's eternal Word.

· How did Luke know what the opponents of Stephen secretly induced men to say?  Possibly, it was because a man named Saul of Tarsus was among the opponents, because some of them were from Paul's home region of Cilicia.  Saul (who became known as Paul the apostle) may have told Luke about this incident.
· Why would they make accusations that he spoke blasphemous words?  Because Stephen was clearly teaching:

· that Jesus was greater than Moses; 
· that Jesus was God; 
· that Jesus was greater than the temple; 
· that Jesus was the fulfillment of the law; and 
· that Jesus was greater than their religious customs and traditions.
· The face of an angel means that Stephen was at perfect peace.  His face was not filled with fear or terror, because he knew his life was in God's hands and that Jesus never forsakes His people.
Acts 7 - Stephen’s Sermon to the Sanhedrin

Why did Stephen preach this sermon?
· Remember the charges brought against Stephen 
· he spoke blasphemous words against Moses, 
· he spoke against the law, and spoke to change Jewish customs.  
· he spoke blasphemous words against God and God’s dwelling place, the temple.
· Stephen wants to emphasize some things revealed in Jewish history they may not have considered: 
· That God has never confined Himself to one place (like the temple), and 
· that the Jewish people have a habit of rejecting those God sends to them!

· This really is not a defense.  Stephen isn’t interested in defending himself.  
· He wants to proclaim the truth about Jesus in a way people can understand.
· Luke 24:27 And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded to them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
· Luke 24:18 And the one of them, whose name was Cleopas, (one of the 70)

v1-8 - God’s promise to Abraham.
· Stephen replied, in answer to the high priest's question of Are these things so? , and addressed himself to the whole Sanhedrim, saying: men, brethren (of same faith), and fathers (age deference)
· God of glory appeared to our father Abraham.  Stephen wants to make it clear that God appeared to Abraham, and guided Abraham, and blessed Abraham when there was no temple.  Abraham didn’t need the temple to be close to God.
· Abraham’s partial obedience did not take God’s promise away.  Instead, it meant the promise was on “hold” until Abraham was ready to do what the Lord said.  The promise didn’t “progress” until Abraham left Haran and his father behind and went to the place God wanted him to go.
· For Stephen the man of God is he who obeys God's command even when he has no idea what the consequences might be.  Stephen is doing that right now…

· Because of Abraham’s obedience God blessed him and made a covenant with him signified by circumcision
v9-16 - God’s faithfulness through Joseph.
· God was with him: Stephen is emphasizing the spiritual presence of God with Joseph all the time.  Joseph did not need to go to the temple to be close to God.  

· Joseph is a picture of Jesus, in that the sons of Israel rejected Joseph, who later became a “savior” (and the only possible savior) for them.
· The tomb that Abraham bought: The only land that Abraham ever actually “possessed” in Canaan was this burial plot.  The rest was received only by faith.
v17-29 - Israel’s rejection of Moses at his “first coming.”
· When Moses offered deliverance to Israel, he was rejected with Israel denying that he had any right to be a ruler and a judge over them.

· Stephen’s message is plain: “You have rejected Jesus, who was like Moses yet greater than him, and you deny that Jesus has any right to be a ruler and a judge over you.”
v30-36 -  God’s call of Moses as ruler and a deliverer for Israel who previously rejected him.
· Even though Israel had rejected Moses and his leadership, God appointed Moses with unmistakable signs, including the burning bush in the wilderness.

· God’s appearance to Moses at the burning bush is important to Stephen, because it shows that God’s presence is not limited to the temple.  
v37-43 - Israel’s repeated rejection of Moses.
· Moses promised that there would come after him another Prophet and warned that Israel should take special care to listen to this coming Prophet.  
· As  Israel rejected Moses, so they are rejecting Jesus, who is the Prophet Moses spoke of.
· Israel continued to reject Moses, even after God had demonstrated that he was their deliverer.
· Israel turned instead to corrupt idols, bringing upon themselves the judgment
v44-50 - Even as Israel rejected God, they still had the tabernacle, and later, the temple.
· Stephen’s point is that the presence of the tabernacle or the temple did not keep them from rejecting God and His special messengers.
· Stephen is confronting their idolatry of the temple. (Matthew 23:15-39)
