Adult III – 16 June 2013 – Notes on Acts 5:28 - 6:7
Acts 5 - The Church Grows Despite Opposition
v21-28 - The apostles begin preaching again, and are arrested again by the Jewish rulers.
· What obedience!  What boldness!  They went to the most public place they could (the temple), and as soon as they could (early in the morning).  When they were thought to be in the prison, they were obediently teaching God's word.
· It would have been tempting for them to think that since they were miraculously released, that God would keep them from being arrested again, but that wasn't the case.
· The apostles do not appeal to popular opinion for protection against the Jewish rulers.  After all, they could have incited the crowd by shouting, "Are you going to let them take us away?"  
· Jewish rulers feared the people, but they did not fear God.
· The accusation of the high priest is a testimony to the effectiveness of the message preached by the apostles.  The high priest himself declares they have filled Jerusalem with [their] doctrine.  
· He knows that they want to bring this Man's blood on the Jewish rulers! Blood looked at in 2 ways, condemning and saving…
v29-32  - The testimony of the apostles before the Sanhedrin.
· This was a testimony of great boldness, in contrast to the Sanhedrin, who were more concerned about man's opinion than God's opinion.
· This was a testimony faithful to the foundation of the Christian faith.  Peter speaks of:

· man's guilt (Jesus whom you murdered), 
· Jesus' death (hanging on a tree), 
· Jesus' resurrection (Him God exalted to His right hand), and 
· our responsibility to respond (to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins).
· This was a reliable testimony, because it is based on eyewitness testimony, which is also confirmed by God!
v33-39 - Gamaliel's advice to the Sanhedrin.
· Mad enough to kill the Apostles.

· Gamaliel was a Pharisee.  Though the Sadducees had more political power (Acts 5:17), it was politically foolish for the Sadducees to ask the Romans to execute the apostles without support from the Pharisees.
· Gamaliel was the grandson of the esteemed Hillel, the founder of Israel's strongest school of religion.  Gamaliel was given the title Rabban ("our teacher"), which was a step above the title Rab ("teacher") or Rabbi ("my teacher").
· Gamaliel proposed the test of time, but more important than the test of time is the test of eternity.
v40-42  - After a beating, the apostles resume preaching with joy.
· and beaten them; or scourged and whipped them with forty stripes save one, whereby was fulfilled what Christ had foretold, Matthew 10:17
· Matthew 10:16-18  16"Behold, I am sending you out as sheep in the midst of wolves, so be wise as serpents and innocent as doves. 17Beware of men, for they will deliver you over to courts and flog you in their synagogues, 18and you will be dragged before governors and kings for my sake, to bear witness before them and the Gentiles.
· they commanded they should not speak in the name of Jesus; as they had strictly commanded them before, Acts 4:18. 
· They did not closely follow Gamaliel's counsel, who advised them to keep their hands off of them, and not hinder them, but let them alone in what they were about. But they probably felt that as the Sanhedrin they has to take some kind of action.

· Whatever beating or shameful treatment the Sanhedrin gave them, it did absolutely no good.  The Apostles didn't stop preaching for a moment.  
· Would we have stopped?  Is a beating or social rejection enough to get us to back down for Jesus?  
· Valedictorian – Lord’s Prayer, giving credit Jesus for success, etc

· Chaplains - banned from praying in the name of Jesus

· Service personnel - prohibited from sharing their faith

· IRS has been targeting people of faith -- people who are conservative, people who are pro-Israel
· Mike Huckabee – at SBC churches should not worry about tax exemptions

· “Well, I’ve got a news flash for the GOP, I plan to take my last ride in life on a white horse, not on an elephant and not on a donkey, and I will stick with the word of God and if the party, any party, goes a different way, I stick with Jesus. I believe he is forever”
Acts 6 - The Appointment of Deacons and the Arrest of Stephen

v1-4 - A dispute about the distribution of assistance to widows.
· The early church took its responsibility to help support widows seriously because they often had no other support; but they also expected these widows to serve the church faithfully
· The Hebrews were those Jews who were more inclined to embrace Jewish culture and were mostly from Judea.  The Hellenists were those Jews who were more inclined to embrace Greek culture and were mostly from the Diaspora (all over the Roman Empire).

· Hebrews tended to regard Hellenists as unspiritual compromisers and Hellenists regarded Hebrews as holier-than-thou traditionalists.  
· There was already a natural suspicion between the two groups, and Satan tried to take advantage of that standing suspicion.
· Satan loves to use an unintentional wrong to begin a conflict.  The Hellenists were right in their hearts, and the Hebrews were right in their hearts.  These are the perfect conditions for a church-splitting conflict!
· Immersion vs sprinkling

· Believers baptism vs Infant baptism

· Reformed Theology vs Arminianism
· Connected vs Independent churches

· Open Communion vs Closed/Members-only Communion

· Piano/Organ-only vs Instuments vs Singing acapella
· Cessationist vs Speaking in Tongues

· Out Reach vs In Reach

· Church Finances – To build or not to build – Increase staff salaries or not

· Perception of Pastoral favoritism

· God did not called these apostles to be everything for the church.  God has and will raise up others to serve in other ways.

· A pastor should not have his time consumed in tasks that are essentially “serving tables”.  But there also is something wrong with a pastor who considers some tasks "beneath" him.
· The ministry is a lot of work, even apart from administrative headaches.
· Seven men: Why did they choose seven?  It may have been so that one could oversee the needs of the widows a different day of the week.

·  The idea behind full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom is that these men should be both spiritually minded and practically minded.  They had to be men the church family felt confident in. This can be a hard combination to find! 

· Whom we may appoint: The final decision rested with the apostles.  They asked the congregation to nominate the men (seek out from among you), but the decision really rested with the apostles.  This was not an exercise of congregational government, though the apostles wisely wanted and valued the input from the congregation.
· Deacon Qualification:    1 Timothy 3:8-13 and Acts 6:3.

v5-7 - The selection of deacons.
· God was confirming the wisdom of the apostles through agreement among the people.  The apostles were being led of the Lord, not popular opinion.  Yet, because they were all in basic agreement, they agreed on how the Lord was leading the apostles.
· The seven men all have Greek names, indicating that they are probably Hellenists themselves; the people (and the apostles) show great sensitivity to the offended Hellenists by appointing Hellenists to take care of the widows' distribution.
· Why did they lay hands on them if all they were doing was providing for the needs of these widows?  Do you really have to be "spiritual" to do this kind of practical service?  
· But practical service is spiritual service. The same Greek word is used for both distribution (Acts 6:1) and ministry (Acts 6:4).  The idea behind the word in both places is service, whether in practical or spiritual ways.
· diakonia  (dē-ä-ko-nē'-ä)

· service, ministering, esp. of those who execute the commands of others

· of those who by the command of God proclaim and promote religion among men

a) of the office of Moses

b) of the office of the apostles and its administration

c) of the office of prophets, evangelists, elders etc.

· the ministration of those who render to others the offices of Christian affection esp. those who help meet need by either collecting or distributing of charities

· the office of the deacon in the church

· the service of those who prepare and present food

· Nowhere in this chapter of Acts are these men called deacons, but most consider they were the first to fulfill the office of deacon as described in 1Ti_3:8-13.
· Considering all that could have gone wrong when Satan tried to attack the church through division, everyone involved tried to do the right thing and they were able to discern God’s will.

· Those with the complaint, the Hellenists, did the right thing: They made the need known, instead of complaining and whining, and they trusted the solution of the apostles.

· Those of the other party, the Hebrews, did the right thing: They recognized that the Hellenists had a legitimate need and they trusted the solution of the apostles.

· The seven chosen men did the right thing: They accepted the call to unglamorous service.

· The apostles did the right thing: They responded to the need without distracting themselves from their central task.
· And the word of God spread: Because this situation was handled with wisdom and sensitivity to those who were offended, a potentially divisive issue was defused, and the gospel continued to go forth.  Even a great many of the priests came to faith in Jesus.

· Satan's double strategy failed.  
· He tried to divide the church, and it did not work.  
· He tried to distract the Apostles from the ministry God had for them.
