Adult III – 24 Feb 13 – Notes on Exodus 33-34
Exodus 33
12-17 - Moses prays for the people.
· Moses boldly sought after God for the sake of his own relationship with God and for the benefit of the nation. 

· The Promised Land was nothing special without the special presence of the LORD.

· God honored the bold intercession of Moses, and He promised to restore His relationship with Israel.
18-20 - Moses' desire to draw closer & God tells Moses what He will show him.
· Please, show me Your glory: 
· Moses won a "yes" answer from God when he asked for the special presence of God to remain with Israel on the way to the Promised Land.

· He also won a confirmation of the promise from God and an affirmation of close relationship. 
· Yet he was still not satisfied. He wanted more in his personal relationship with God.
· "We may have been Christians for many years, but have we ever really longed for some person, direct knowledge and experience of God? - Take me yet a step nearer
· v19 - The glory of the Lord lies in his goodness, especially in the distribution of his sovereign grace and mercy.

· and will be gracious to whom I will be gracious, and will show mercy on whom I will show mercy: The children of Israel had sinned against Him, yet he showed favor, grace, and mercy to them, in pardoning their sins; and it is distributed, not according to any merits of theirs, but according to his sovereign will and pleasure, and not to all, but to whomsoever he thought fit; and in this would be seen his glory: and so it is with respect to grace and mercy, as displayed in Christ to sinful men; it is not in proportion to their deserts, but according to the purpose and good will of God, and that not unto all, but unto some whom he has appointed, not unto wrath, but unto salvation by Jesus Christ, and which is to the glory of his grace.  The more enlarged view men have of this, the more clearly and fully does the goodness and glory of God pass before them.
21-23 - How God will protect Moses when God passes before Moses.
· With these special protections, God rewarded the desire of Moses to see His glory as much as humanly possible. 
· This demonstrates that God rewards the seeking heart. 
· Still cannot compare to the revelation of God given to us in Jesus Christ.
· Rock of Ages, cleft for me, 

· let me hide myself in thee; 

· let the water and the blood, 

· from thy wounded side which flowed, 

· be of sin the double cure; 

· save from wrath and make me pure.

It is hard to realize what joy awaits those who choose to believe and accept God's free offer of salvation and heaven. 

A few hours before Dwight L. Moody died, he caught a glimpse of the glory awaiting him. Awakening from a sleep, he said, "Earth recedes, heaven opens before me. If this is death, it is sweet! There is no valley here. God is calling me, and I must go!" His son who was standing by his bedside said, "No, no father, you are dreaming." "No," said Mr. Moody, "I am not dreaming; I have been within the gates; I have seen the children's faces." A short time elapsed and then, following what seemed to the family to be the death struggle, he spoke again: "This is my triumph; this my coronation day! It is glorious!" 

Exodus 34 - The Covenant Renewed
1-4 - God calls Moses up Mount Sinai again.
· Moses broke the first set of tablets of stone because Israel broke the covenant.

· Now that Israel's heart was in a place to restore the covenant, God provided a new set of tablets of stone - and Moses brought them up on the mountain for God to write them.
· Moses here again acts as a mediator between God and the people. 
· The people couldn't deal with God directly because of their own sin and rebellion, so Moses bridged the gap between the people and God.
5-7 -The revelation of God to Moses.
· Shekinah glory. This was the same cloud that:

· Covered Mount Sinai (Exo_19:16)

· Went with Israel by day (Exo_13:21-22)

· Went to the tent of Moses (Exo_33:9-10)

· Filled the temple with glory (2Ch_7:2)

· Overshadowed Mary at the conception of Jesus (Luk_1:35)

· Was present at the transfiguration of Jesus (Luk_9:34-35)

· Will be present at the return of Jesus (Rev_1:7)
· God revealed His character to Moses. The specific aspects of His character are mentioned in this passage and. Moses experienced the character of God in a dramatic way.
· Merciful is better translated, "full of compassion." This is the first place in the Bible where this Hebrew word rachuwm is used.
· Gracious comes from the idea "to bend or stoop in kindness to an inferior; to favor, or to bestow." It is grace, giving to the undeserving.
· Longsuffering means that God is slow to anger. He doesn't have a short fuse and is patient with us.
· Abundant in goodness and truth - in divine goodness to all men; in special goodness to his chosen people, which he has laid up for them in Christ; in his truth and faithfulness, in fulfilling his all His promises, 
· v7  Keeping mercy = continuously giving mercy
· iniquity = perversity, depravity

· transgression = rebellion 
· sin = sin
· and will by no means clear the guilty - without a full and proper satisfaction to justice; which is provided in Christ,
· visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the children = Exodus 20:5 associated with idolatry
8-9 - Moses reacts to the revelation of God.
· His first reaction was simply worship. 

· Moses asked for the goodness, grace, and mercy of God be extended to himself and the nation as God had just described Himself.
10-11 - What God will do for Israel.
· God's plan was to glorify Himself through Israel, and to do this through the great things He did among them by driving out the nations.
12-16 - Israel must be separate from the Canaanites in worship, politics, fellowship and marriage.
· The culture of the Canaanites was so corrupt that it was beyond redemption. God did not want Israel to assume any of the sinful practices found in the culture of the Canaanites.
· There was a definite connection between the worship of the Canaanite gods and sexual immorality. Many of the Canaanite gods were fertility gods and they were worshipped with ritual prostitutes and sex.
17 – Israel must renounce idolatry.
· Simple straight forward command
