Adult III – 10 Feb 13 – Notes on Exodus 32
Exodus 32 - The Golden Calf
v15-18 - Moses and Joshua hear the people in the camp.
· The tablets were written by God's direct hand. All law and morality must come from God's standard and character, or be up to the opinion or whims of man.
· The people were making a loud noise partying
v19-21 - Moses puts an end to the disgrace and confronts Aaron.
· Israel broke the covenant by their idolatry. There was something appropriate about Moses breaking the stone tablets of the covenant at Israel's breaking of the covenant.
· Moses had to deal with anger through much of his life. 
· In anger he killed an Egyptian (Exo_2:11-12). 
· In anger he broke the tablets written by the finger of God. 
· In anger he beat the rock God commanded him to speak to (Num_20:10-11). 
· Moses ground up the calf and made the people drink it for three reasons. 

· To show that this "god" was nothing and could be destroyed easily

· To completely obliterate this idol

· To make the people pay an immediate consequence of their sin and that sin became a part of them.
· v21  Moses understood that this plan didn't originate with Aaron, but that he allowed it and implemented it.
v22-24 - Aaron's excuse.
· Aaron had no sense of the greatness of his sin nor significant sense of the fear of the Lord.
· Moses had a sense of his need to restrain the evil of the people, and Aaron did not have this.
· Aaron quoted the people exactly. But when he described his own actions he lied.
· Aaron's sin was so great that only the intercession of Moses saved his life. 
· Read Deuteronomy 9:12-20
· Deu 9:20 And the LORD was very angry with Aaron to have destroyed him: and I prayed for Aaron also the same time.
v25-26 - Moses issues a challenge.
· Naked = para = to let go, let loose, ignore, let alone, let loose, to be let loose, be loosened of restraint

· AV — refuse 3, uncover 3, naked 2, avenging 1, avoid 1, go back 1, bare 1, let 1, made naked 1, set at nought 1, perish 1
· There is no greater danger than for people to cast off all restraint and do whatever seems right in their own eyes; the darkest days of Israel's national history were characterized by the phrase, everyone did what was right in his own eyes. (Judges 17:6)
· In our modern culture we regard the absence of restraint as freedom. But the Bible and common sense tell us that this kind of moral, spiritual, and social anarchy brings nothing but destruction.
· Proverbs 14:12 There is a way that seems right to a man, but its end is the way of death. 

· God has given many restraints to us: 
· the fear of God, of family, of culture, of conscience, of law, even of necessity. 
· But these restraints can be - and are being - broken down.
· Constitution should be our nation’s restraint & Holy Spirit should be our personal restraint.
v27-29 - The execution of 3,000.
· In this case, siding with the Lord meant siding against some people, maybe even those in your own family. 
· Hebrews 9:22  And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.
· go in and out from gate to gate throughout the camp = go from one end of the camp to the other
· 3,000 men killed out of about 650,000 = .5% of the men
· These being chiefly, if not altogether, of the tribe of Levi who were the slayers. This accounts for the deficiency of males in this tribe, some few months after, when it was numbered; and the number of them from one month old and upwards amounted but to 22,000, which was but a very small one in proportion to the other tribes, who generally, one with another, numbered 40,000 each, and none so few as 30,000 (r); 
· even though it was the tribe of Moses, it was not spared.
· 3,000 men killed out of about 25,000 = 12% of the men
