Adult III – 13 Jan 13 – Notes on Exodus 27
Exodus 27 - The Court of the Tabernacle
A. The altar of burnt offering.

v1-8   -  The basic structure of the bronze altar & Accessories for the altar.
v2 - There were to be horns on the altar, so the altar would "reach out" to all directions. In sacrifice, atoning blood was applied to each horn.
1 Kings 1:50-53. Adonijah, fleeing to the horns of the Altar, is dismissed by Solomon.

Probably the altar of burnt offering which had been erected on Mount Zion, where Abiathar, one of his partisans, presided as high priest. The horns or projections at the four corners of the altar, to which the sacrifices were bound, and which were tipped with the blood of the victim, were symbols of grace and salvation to the sinner. Hence the altar was regarded as a sanctuary (Exodus 21:14), but not to murderers, rebels, or deliberate perpetrators. Adonijah, having acted in opposition to the will of the reigning king, was guilty of rebellion, and stood self-condemned. Solomon spared his life on the express condition of his good behavior - living in strict privacy, leading a quiet, peaceable life, and meddling with the affairs of neither the court nor the kingdom.

1 Kings 2:28 Then tidings came to Joab: for Joab had turned after Adonijah, though he turned not after Absalom. And Joab fled to the tabernacle of the LORD, and caught hold on the horns of the altar.
B. The courtyard and the gate.

v9-15  - The hangings for the perimeter of the courtyard.

Fillets =  silver rods between the pillars

v16  -  The gate to the courtyard.
v17-19  -  Other details regarding the courtyard.
v20-21  - The oil for the lamps on the lampstand.
Holy Spirit continuously burning…

John 1:14  - tabernacle among us
Luke 24:27  And beginning at Moses and all the prophets, he expounded unto them in all the scriptures the things concerning himself.
1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:
Exodus 28 - Garments for Priests
v1-4 -  The purpose of the garments. What to make and who must make it.
That he may minister to Me: Three times in these first four verses, this command is repeated. Priests - under the old or new covenants (us) - have their (our) first ministry to God Himself.
v5-14 - The ephod.

v5 - The ephod was essentially an ornate apron-like garment,
v8 - Curious girdle =  Rare (of workmanship, etc.) highly detailed, intricate, or subtle
Ouches = settings for the stones
v15-30 - The breastplate.
The use of the discerning tools of Urim and Thummim is described on a few occasions (Num_27:21, 1Sa_28:6, Ezr_2:63, and Neh_7:65) and their use may be implied in other passages (Jdg_1:1; 20:18, 23).

The names Urim and Thummim mean "Lights and Perfections, a pair of stones, one light and another dark, and each stone indicated a "yes" or "no" from God. 

Exodus 28:30 And you shall put in the breastplate of judgment the Urim and the Thummim; and they shall be on Aaron's heart, when he goes in before the LORD: and Aaron shall bear the judgment of the children of Israel on his heart before the LORD continually.
It was not enough for the High Priest to have a heart for God; he must also bear the people’s burden (having them on his shoulders). He must also love the people - that is, bear them on his heart.  – as does Jesus Christ our High Priest…

v31-35  - The robe.
v32 – Habergeon - A coat of mail covering the neck and breast or corselet/body armor
v34-35 – Bells of gold between them all around: On its hem, between the pomegranates were bells, so the priest could be heard while ministering before God - if he were to die, the bells would stop ringing and he could be pulled out of the Most Holy Place.
The bells of the holy robe typify the sound of the gospel of Christ in the world, giving notice of his presence before the Heavenly Father on our behalf.
v36-39 -  The turban and its engraving.
Holiness - is essential for anyone who will appear before God. Hebrews 12:14 reinforces this principle: Pursue peace with all people, and holiness, without which no one will see the Lord.
v40-43 - Garments for the sons of Aaron.
All of the priests were to wear undergarments, so it would be impossible for their nakedness to be exposed while ministering.

A Contrast between Jesus' clothing when He accomplished His great priestly work and the garments of the High Priest.

1. Jesus wore no beautiful ephod - only a purple robe for mocking.

2. Jesus had no precious gems were on His shoulders, only a cross that we deserved.

3. Jesus had no breastplate with "Israel on His heart," yet He died of a broken heart for Israel - and all of mankind.

4. As the High Priest, Jesus had a seamless robe that was not torn, but it was stripped away at the cross.

5. Jesus heard no delicate sound of bells proving that the High Priest was alive, only the sound of pounding nails insuring our High Priest's death.

6. Jesus wore no fine linen turban, rather a painful crown of thorns.

7. Jesus had no headplate reading Holiness to the Lord, but a life and death showing nothing but holiness to the Lord!

8. Jesus had no linen trousers to hide His nakedness, rather He bore our sins on the cross in a naked shame.
