Adult III – 30 Dec 12 – Notes on Exodus 23-25
Chapter 23
v27-30  How God will help Israel take possession of the land
· Fear

· Hornets

· Gradually to possession so as not to leave the land desolate
v31-33  Boundaries of Israel's inheritance.
· And I will set thy bounds,.... The bounds of the land of Canaan, which in process of time it should reach unto, though not at once, not until the times of David and Solomon, 2Sa_8:1 
· from the Red sea even unto the sea of the Philistines: the Red sea was the boundary eastward, as the sea of the Philistines, or the Mediterranean sea, was the boundary westward: 

· and from the desert unto the river; the desert of Shur or Arabia, towards Egypt, was the boundary southward, as the river Euphrates was the boundary northward,

Exodus 24 - The Covenant Is Made

v1-8  The "signing" of the Mosaic covenant.
· God spoke Exodus chapters 20:22 through 23:33 to Moses alone. Now others were to come up on the mountain with Moses.

· Nadab, and Abihu – 1st & 2nd sons of Aaron 
· When the people heard the law of God they responded with complete agreement. They verbally agreed to obey the Lord. - over-confident
· The nation confirms their solemn covenant with God.
1. God's word was important enough that it was not be left up to human recollection and the creative nature of memory. It had to be written down.
2. The covenant is only made in the context of sacrifice. Sacrifice admits our own sin and failing before God, and addressing that need through the death of a substitute.

3. There must be a response to God's word.  He force it upon them. They must freely agree and respond.

4. The covenant is made with the application of blood.  – foreshadowing of the atonement
Zechariah 9:9  Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion; shout, O daughter of Jerusalem: behold, thy King cometh unto thee: he is just, and having salvation; lowly, and riding upon an ass, and upon a colt the foal of an ass. 

Zechariah 9:11  As for thee also, by the blood of thy covenant I have sent forth thy prisoners out of the pit wherein is no water.

v9-11 The elders of Israel meet with God.
· They saw a heavenly vision of God, after the pattern of Isaiah 6 or Ezekiel 1.  The blue of the sapphire may suggest that the elders saw the sea of glass before the throne of God (Rev_4:6).

· v11 – Experience of the elders
· laid not his hand – not close but;  
· they saw God - God allowed the elders of Israel to see this vision to impress on them the reality of God's presence. After this experience they would be more likely to trust God when He spoke through Moses.

· did eat and drink – sense of fellowship, ie did not sit at the head table
v12-18  Moses goes up on the mountain to meet with God and to receive the tablets of the Ten Commandments.
· Moses also brought with him his assistant Joshua. This same Joshua became the leader God used to bring Israel into the Promised Land, but he began as Moses' assistant:

· first, helping Moses in battle (Exodus 17:8-16) with the Amalekites 
· then by assisting him here in spiritual things.
· Moses believed that Aaron and Hur could supervise the camp of Israel. They already proved themselves as men capable of assisting Moses in prayer (Exodus 17:10-13).
· Josephus (The Antiquities of the Jews, Book 3, Chapter 2, Section 4) identifies Hur as the husband of Miriam.
· The radiant presence of God on Sinai lingered for forty days while Moses was on the mount. Though the people could not see God, and could not see Moses, God left them reminders of His glory and presence, to help them trust what they could not see.

Exodus 25 - Supplies and Directions for the Tabernacle
v1-2 God tells Moses to ask for an offering.
· God is a rich God and can use any method of providing He wants. But He usually uses the willing hearts of His people as the way to support His work.

· This is because God wants to develop giving hearts within us. When we become givers we become more like God, who is the greatest giver: 
· For God so loved the world, He gave His only begotten Son (John 3:16).
· God only wanted contributions from those who gave willingly. This idea is echoed in 2Co_9:7: So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
v3-7  The specific materials to be gathered.
· These materials were used in building the tabernacle that God commanded Moses to build. Each of these materials has a symbolic or a spiritual representation relevant to the building.

· In the proportion of the finished tabernacle, the present day value of these materials total more than $13 million. – now more…
v8-9 The purpose and pattern of the tabernacle.
· The purpose of the tabernacle was to be the dwelling place of God; it was the specific place where men would come and meet God. 
· The pattern of the tabernacle was a copy and shadow of the heavenly things 
· Hebrews 8:5  …as Moses was admonished of God when he was about to make the tabernacle: for, See, saith he, that thou make all things according to the pattern shewed to thee in the mount 
· Therefore, it had to be made according to exact dimensions, being somewhat of a "scale model" of the area around God's throne in heaven.
v10-15  The basic structure of the Ark of the Covenant.
· The Ark of the Covenant was essentially a box. It was made of acacia wood, overlaid with gold, 45 inches long; 27 inches wide; and 27 inches high. (cubit = 18 inches)
· The Ark didn't have "handles" and was not to be carried by lifting it directly in one's hands. Instead, it was to be carried by inserting gold-overlaid wood poles into gold rings at each corner of the Ark.

· The poles were to remain inserted in the rings, and to be the only proper source of contact with the Ark. Apart from touching the poles, it was forbidden to touch the Ark of the Covenant.

v16  The contents of the Ark.
· God told Moses to build the Ark of the Covenant to hold the law even before the law was given.
· Later, God would instruct Israel to put other things in the Ark as well - the golden pot that had the manna, Aaron's rod that budded, and the tablets of the covenant (Heb_9:4).
v17-22  The mercy seat.
· It was as if God, looking down from His dwelling place between the cherubim, saw the law in the Ark - and knew we were guilty of breaking His law. But atoning blood of sacrifice was sprinkled on the mercy seat, so that God saw the blood covering the breaking of His law - and forgiveness could be offered.
v23-30   Instructions for the table of showbread.
Lev 24:5-9, showbread was made of fine flower, and twelve cakes of showbread - one for each tribe of Israel - set on the table, sprinkled lightly with frankincense. Once a week, the bread was replaced and only priests could eat the old bread.

V31-40   Instructions for building the lampstand.
The seven lamps in the tabernacle and temple, which were trimmed by the priests, and always kept burning, and are symbolic of the Holy Spirit, and his gifts; and these being signified by the number "seven", denote the fullness and perfection of the gifts of the Spirit; and being said to be "before the throne", show that there is always a sufficiency of them for the supply of the churches in all ages, to fit and qualify proper persons to minister the word, and administer ordinances; and these being called "lamps of burning fire", point at the light the Spirit of God in his gifts communicates to the churches; and that warmth and heat, comfort and refreshment; conveyed to them, through the preaching of the Gospel, and the dispensation of the ordinances of it, under his illuminating and quickening influences.
Rev 4:5  … and there were seven lamps of fire burning before the throne, which are the seven Spirits of God.
