Adult III – 23 Dec 12 – Notes on Christmas Scripture
1.  Challenge of Joseph’s two fathers:

Matthew 1:16  And Jacob begat Joseph the husband of Mary, of whom was born Jesus, who is called Christ.
Luke 3:23  And Jesus himself began to be about thirty years of age, being (as was supposed) the son of Joseph, which was the son of Heli,
Jeremiah 22:24-30 – blood curse on Jeconiah

Daughters of Zelophehad:

Numbers 27:1-11 – Case raised before Moses
Numbers 36 – Must marry within their own tribe
Joshua 17:1-6 – Land given
How could Jesus and John the Baptist be cousins when Jesus was of Judah and John was of Levi?
Luke 1:5  There was in the days of Herod, the king of Judaea, a certain priest named Zacharias, of the course of Abia: and his wife was of the daughters of Aaron, and her name was Elisabeth.
Luke 1:36  And, behold, thy cousin Elisabeth, she hath also conceived a son in her old age: and this is the sixth month with her, who was called barren.
Note:  It is significant that Elizabeth was a relative, a cousin of Mary (Luke 1:36), but this does not mean that Mary also belonged to the tribe of Levi, for "Male descent alone determined the tribe, and Mary may have been related to Elizabeth on her mother's side."
2. Challenge to Prophecy of a Virgin Birth:
Matthew1:18-25

Mat 1:23  Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being interpreted is, God with us.
Gr. Parthenos = a virgin (a) a marriageable maiden (b) a woman who has never had sexual intercourse with a man (c) one's marriageable daughter

Isa 7:14  Therefore the Lord himself shall give you a sign; Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bear a son, and shall call his name Immanuel. 

Isa 7:15  Butter and honey shall he eat, that he may know to refuse the evil, and choose the good.

24x Translations:   7x young woman\lady\damsel   KJV — virgin 4, maid 2, damsels 1
Heb. Almah = virgin, young woman (a) of marriageable age (b) maid or newly married

"There is no instance where it can be proved that 'almâ designates a young woman who is not a virgin. The fact of virginity is obvious in Gen 24:43 where 'almâ is used of one who was being sought as a bride for Isaac." (R. Laird Harris, et al. Theological Wordbook of the Old Testament, p. 672.)
The translation process of the Septuagint can be broken down into several distinct stages, during which the social milieu of the translators shifted from Hellenistic Judaism to Early Christianity. The translation began in the 3rd century BCE and was completed by 132 BCE, initially in Alexandria, but in time elsewhere as well.  247 BC - 117 BC
3. How did the Wise Men know to look for a Star?

Read Matthew 2:1-12 - Wise men

Star of Jacob Prophesied:
Number 24:13-17 – Prophecy of Star after 3 pronouncements of blessings
How do we know the Wise Men had the Jewish scripture?
Josephus - Book 11:Chapter 1:Section 2

Isa_44:28  That saith of Cyrus, He is my shepherd, and shall perform all my pleasure: even saying to Jerusalem, Thou shalt be built; and to the temple, Thy foundation shall be laid. 

Isa_45:1  Thus saith the LORD to his anointed, to Cyrus, whose right hand I have holden, to subdue nations before him; and I will loose the loins of kings, to open before him the two leaved gates; and the gates shall not be shut; 
Daniel was still a significant figure during the time of Cyrus:

Dan_1:21  And Daniel continued even unto the first year of king Cyrus. 

Dan_6:28  So this Daniel prospered in the reign of Darius, and in the reign of Cyrus the Persian. 

Dan_10:1  In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a thing was revealed unto Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar; and the thing was true, but the time appointed was long: and he understood the thing, and had understanding of the vision.
Daniel was over the wise men of Babylon:

Dan 2:48  Then the king made Daniel a great man, and gave him many great gifts, and made him ruler over the whole province of Babylon, and chief of the governors over all the wise men of Babylon.

Dan_5:11  There is a man in thy kingdom, in whom is the spirit of the holy gods; and in the days of thy father light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom of the gods, was found in him; whom the king Nebuchadnezzar thy father, the king, I say, thy father, made master of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers;
Wise Men may not have had book of Micah:

Micah 5:2  But thou, Bethlehem Ephratah, though thou be little among the thousands of Judah, yet out of thee shall he come forth unto me that is to be ruler in Israel; whose goings forth have been from of old, from everlasting.
Ruth 4:11  And all the people that were in the gate, and the elders, said, We are witnesses. The LORD make the woman that is come into thine house like Rachel and like Leah, which two did build the house of Israel: and do thou worthily in Ephratah, and be famous in Bethlehem:
