Adult III – 18 Nov 12 – Notes on Exodus 20
Chapter 20
v1-17
These are commonly called the Ten Commandments or the Decalogue, 
v17 – (10) Thou shalt not covet: All the first nine commands focus more on things we do; the tenth deals straight with the heart and its desires.
· Covet = to strongly desire
· Luke 12:15  And he (Jesus) said to them, Take heed, and beware of covetousness: for a man's life consists not in the abundance of the things which he possesses.
· Hebrews 13:5  Let your conversation be without covetousness; and be content with such things as ye have: for he hath said, I will never leave thee, nor forsake thee.
· This last commandment is closely connected with the first commandment against idolatry.

· Written human laws do not prohibit us to covet as much as we want as long as our thoughts are not converted into acts of stealing. However God lays a claim to our thoughts and intentions, not only to our behavior.

· Sin came into the world because Satan succeeded in making man covet the fruit of the tree.

· Covetousness makes life sour and dims our light but Praise and gratitude in adversity makes God’s light shine in the darkness.

· Philippians 3:4-6  4If anyone else thinks he has reason for confidence in the flesh, I have more: 5circumcised on the eighth day, of the people of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as to the law, a Pharisee;  6as to zeal, a persecutor of the church; as to righteousness under the law, blameless.

· Romans 7:7  What shall we say then? Is the law sin? God forbid. Nay, I had not known sin, but by the law: for I had not known lust, except the law had said, Thou shalt not covet.
James 2:10  For whoever shall keep the whole law, and yet stumble in one point, he is guilty of all.
David Broke All Ten

In reality, David had broken all of the Ten Commandments when he sinned with Bathsheba. How had he broken them all? In two ways; first by his actions he broke them all. And secondly, by God's standards he broke them all.

1. "No other gods..."-David allowed his lust to be the god to which he bowed in obedience.

2. "Not take the Name..."-David took the Holy Name of God in vain as he said he was God's man and lived like the devil.

3. "Not make a graven image..."-David engraved the image of naked Bathsheba as she bathed so deeply on his lustful soul, that he forgot even the God he loved for that moment of sin.

4. "Remember the Sabbath..."-David didn't keep the Sabbath or any other day holy for God once he allowed lust to rule.

5. "Honor thy father and mother..."-David dishonored them and all his family as he sank into such wicked and premeditated sin.

6. "Not kill..."-David sent the murder request to Joab, so it was not his sword but the arrows of others that David used--but it was his desire that Uriah be killed.

7. "Not commit adultery..."-that was the clearest of all David's law breaking.

8. "Not steal..."-David stole the wife of his neighbor and trusted friend Uriah as Nathan clearly pointed out in the story of the lamb.

9. "Not lie..."-David's false response was a lie when the messenger came with the news of Uriah's death; and even more, every day David lived in sin was a lie that he deceptively covered.

10. "Not covet..."-David broke this law as he so coveted his neighbors wife that he would steal her and kill her husband to share in sexual sin with her.

John 14:15  If you love me, keep my commandments.

John 15:10  If you keep my commandments, you shall abide in my love; even as I have kept my Father's commandments, and abide in his love.

v18-21 –The reaction of the people to God’s revelation
v18-19 - There is a positive and a negative side in the reaction of the people to the hearing God’s voice. 

· There is always a holy fear when a creature meets his Creator. 

· Their trembling with fear indicates that their relationship with God was marred by sin. 

· They felt condemned in the sight of God. 

· Isaiah felt undone before God (Isaiah 6:1-5) and 

· John fell as a dead man before the Lord (Revelation 1:17)

· Man's desire for a mediator - someone to act as a go-between with us a God 
· 1 Timothy 2:5-6 5For there is one God, and one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus; 6Who gave himself a ransom for all, to be testified in due time.

· Sick people want the pastor to visit and pray for them.
v20 - for God is come to prove (test) you… that you sin not
v21 - people stood afar off (also v18) but Moses drew close

· There is no moment in history where God showed Himself so openly to so many people.

· The people not only did not recognize God’s love for them but they fled in fear from the One Who loved them. How deeply hurt must God have felt!

· The Word of God had not taken a hold of them. 

· The only thing that will effectively keep us from sinning is the Word of God in our hearts.

· Moses approached the darkness because he knew that God was there. He was testing his faith.

v22-26 - God’s Instructions to Moses Regarding the Way He Should Be Worshipped
v23

(ASV)  Ye shall not make other gods with me; gods of silver, or gods of gold, ye shall not make unto you.
v24-25 - This concept of natural earthen and stone altars seems to suggest the plainness and simplicity in which God would be worshipped,
· Already hints at the sacrificial system to make atonement for sins and to make freewill offerings.

· Later in describing the construction of the tabernacle, it differs in that God ordered images of heavenly beings inside the Holy Place and inside the Holy of Holies and hand fashioned altars to be built for the tabernacle.
v26 – Priests are not to show an uncovered (unatoned) person

