Adult III – 4 Nov 12 
A Loving Heart Spends Without Counting the Cost
Luke 10:25-37
Lesson Aim:  Challenge us to take the time to look around at those in need.
Luke 10:25 And, behold, a certain lawyer (teacher of the Mosaic law) stood up, and tempted (test, thoroughly) him, saying, Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?
· Same question asked by the rich young ruler in Mark_10:17 / Matt_19:16 

· Seeking eternal life by their own works: 
Luke 10:26 He said to him, What is written in the law? how read you?
- A scholar of the law/scribe should know what the law says
Luke 10:27 And he answering said, You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your strength, and with all your mind; and your neighbor as yourself. 

- Deu_6:5 / Lev_19:18   Jesus said in Mat 22:36-40
Luke 10:28 And he said to him, You have answered right: this do, and you shall live.

Luke 10:29 But he, willing to justify himself, said to Jesus, And who is my neighbor? 

-  Lawyer thought he could love God but to love neighbor depends on who is his neighbor = relationship
Luke 10:30 And Jesus answering said, A certain man went down from Jerusalem to Jericho, and fell among thieves, which stripped him of his raiment, and wounded him, and departed, leaving him half dead.

Luke 10:31 And by chance there came down a certain priest that way: and when he saw him, he passed by on the other side.

Luke 10:32 And likewise a Levite, when he was at the place, came and looked on him, and passed by on the other side.

Think of all the excuses that they could have used: 

· "This road is too dangerous for me to stop and help the man."

· "He might be a decoy for an ambush."

· "I've got to get to the temple and perform my service for the Lord."

· "I've got to get home and see my family."

· "Someone really should help that man."

· "If I'm going to serve at the temple I can't get my clothes bloody."

· "I don't know first aid."

· "It's a hopeless case."

· "I'm only one person; the job is too big."

· "I can pray for him."

· "He brought it on himself, he should have never been alone on such a dangerous road."

· "He never asked for help"

· “He would probably not stop to help me either.”

But all of these are simply excuses. "I never knew a man refuse to help the poor who failed to give at least one admirable excuse." (Spurgeon)

Luke 10:33 But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was: and when he saw him, he had compassion on him,
Luke 10:34 And went to him, and bound up his wounds, pouring in oil and wine, and set him on his own beast, and brought him to an inn, and took care of him.

Luke 10:35 And on the morrow when he departed, he took out two pence, and gave them to the host, and said to him, Take care of him; and whatever you spend more, when I come again, I will repay you.

Luke 10:36 Which now of these three, think you, was neighbor to him that fell among the thieves?

Luke 10:37 And he said, He that showed mercy on him. Then said Jesus to him, Go, and do you likewise.

"Let it never be forgotten that what the law demands of us, the gospel really produces in us." (Spurgeon)
