Adult III – 16 Sep 12 – Notes on Exodus 19
At Sinai Chapters 19-40
Chapter 19
v3-6 - God declares His great plan for the nation of Israel.
v3 - house of Jacob/children of Israel = remind them that they went from low to high
v4 - bore you on eagles' wings = how He cared for them/ nesher =  eagle 26, vulture, griffon-vulture

v5 – conditional covenant = 
· obey my voice indeed = shama qowl shama = really hear my voice

· Deu 6:4  Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God is one LORD: 

· Deu 6:5  And thou shalt love the LORD thy God with all thine heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy might.
· keep my covenant = shamar (keep, guard, observe) beryith (covenant, alliance, pledge)
· peculiar treasure = cĕgullah = personal property, special, jewel

· Not that God was enriched by them, as a man is by his treasure, but he was pleased to value and esteem them as a man doth his treasure; they were precious in his sight. He took them under his special care and protection, as a treasure that is kept under lock and key. He distinguished them from, and dignified them above all people, as a people devoted to him, and to his service.
v6 – a kingdom of priests, and an holy nation
· All believers are, through Christ, made to our God kings and priests, Rev_1:5-6 
· Rev 1:5  And from Jesus Christ, who is the faithful witness, and the first begotten of the dead, and the prince of the kings of the earth. Unto him that loved us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, 

· Rev 1:6  And hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father; to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. Amen.

· a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, 1Peter 2:9-10.
· 1Pe 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should shew forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvellous light: 

· 1Pe 2:10  Which in time past were not a people, but are now the people of God: which had not obtained mercy, but now have obtained mercy.

· God intended for Israel to be a kingdom of priests, where every believer could come before God themselves, and everyone could represent God to the nations.
· God intended for Israel to be a holy nation, a nation and people set apart from the rest of the world,  fit for His purposes.
v7-9  The people agree to obey the covenant.
- The covenant was greater than the law itself. The covenant God would make with Israel involved law, sacrifice, and the choice to obey and be blessed or to disobey and be cursed.
- The people will later be challenged to receive the covenant again, after they heard its terms, and they received it again (Exodus 24:1-8).

- Easy to agree hard to do…. ie. cosign car/student loan, marriage

- The same people who pledged obedience here, said a few weeks later “Come, make us gods who will go before us” (ch.32:1).

v9  I come to you in a thick cloud, that the people may hear when I speak with you, and believe you for ever – to have real evidence that God speaks directly to Moses

v10-15 God commands that His holy presence on Sinai be respected.
· God was going to appear to Israel in spectacular fashion; and before this could happen, the people had to prepare themselves
· v10 wash their clothes = atonement
· In setting these boundaries and providing the death penalty for breaching them, God showed Israel that obedience is important.
· Homosexuality & Abortion are hot topic items where obedience is more important than feelings.

· whosoever toucheth the mount shall be surely put to death:
· stoned or shot thru = immediate execution by the people-from a distance

· "Be ready two days from now. Don't disqualify yourselves by having sexual intercourse with a woman."

v16-25 God's terrifying presence on Mount Sinai.
· Thunderings and lightnings, a thick cloud and trumpet: These are signs and symbols of the power and glory of the presence of God. The whole environment must have seemed terrifying to the people.
· Moses led the people right up to the barrier at the very foot of Mount Sinai, where they could see, smell, hear, and virtually taste the fire which engulfed the mountain - as well as feel the earth shake under their feet
· v22  “priests” = kohen – first born, the elders of the people, or the heads of the various units that had been formed in the previous chapter…?   Is it that they felt that they did not have to comply with the ritual cleansing?
· God came in a special presence to Mount Sinai, ready to meet with Moses as a representative of Israel. Moses knew God not only in terms of this awesome power, but also in terms of His gracious kindness.

· Holiness is serious business. Every person who enters full-time Christian service runs the danger of becoming a “professional Christian.”  Prayer becomes routine and the edge of spirituality dulls. We may not always be conscious of the Lord’s presence with us, and that does not really matter. But if we start taking the Lord’s presence for granted in our daily life, we lose the fear of holiness and we are on dangerous ground. If sin creeps in, and our conscience no longer warns us or condemn us, we act as if we can do as we please, because we feel that the Lord does not see it or that He doesn’t mind.

