Adult III – 2 Sep 12 – Notes on Exodus 17-18
Chapter 17  

v1-4  
The congregation of Israel contends with Moses.

v5-6  
God tells Moses how water will be provided.

v7  
Moses names the place as a rebuke to the children of Israel.

· Blamed Moses again & v4 were ready to stone him (They are still getting manna…)
· Often we misunderstand the nature of our problems. 

· The Israelites thought that the problem was a lack of water. 

· Wrong. There was an abundance of water under the rock, but they were not aware of it. 

· The real problem was that they doubted the presence of the Lord and doubted Moses’ leadership
· The great miracle during the forty years Israel wandered in the desert is that there were only two times they were out of water. God must have continually provided a water supply large enough to keep about two million people alive. Often, the greatest miracles are hidden in what we take for granted.
· God was testing them… Psa 81:7 You called in trouble, and I delivered you; I answered you in the secret place of thunder: I proved/tested you at the waters of Meribah

· v5 “take with you of the elders” – establish a support base
· We read in v7, “they tempted/tested the LORD saying, ‘Is the LORD among us or not?’

· v7  And he called the name of the place Massah/temptation, and Meribah/contention
· Deu 6:16 You shall not tempt the LORD your God, as you tempted him in Massah.
· Mal 3:10 Bring you all the tithes into the storehouse, that there may be meat in my house, and prove/test me now herewith, said the LORD of hosts, if I will not open you the windows of heaven, and pour you out a blessing, that there shall not be room enough to receive it.
· Sin robs us of the reality that God is always available to those who sincerely call on Him.
· Jesus expressed the essence of sin on the cross when He cried: ‘My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?’ when He was made sin and carried away the sin of the world.

Q:  God purposely brought the people into difficult circumstances to try them and to change their character.…  So what do you do when you find yourself in a bad situation as a result of your obedience to the Lord?
A:  Ask:  How is God using this situation to His glory?

v8-12  - Israel suffers an unprovoked attack
· This is the first mention of the man Joshua. We find him doing what he did thruout scripture… he served the Lord and Moses faithfully.
· The name Joshua, or Jehoshua, means “Yahweh/Jehovah saves,” or “Yahweh/ Jehovah is salvation.”

· It is probable that Amalek had heard of their coming out, of Egypt with great riches and being an unarmed, undisciplined people, though numerous, thought to take advantage of them and relieve them of their wealth
· In his early days Moses thought the only way to win a battle was to fight (Exo_2:11-15). Now Moses let Joshua fight while he did the more important work: pray for the victory.
· The Jewish tradition is that Hur was the husband of Miriam.

V13-16  -  Never ending battle with Amalek
Deu 25:17 Remember what Amalek did to you by the way, when you were come forth out of Egypt;

Deu 25:18 How he met you by the way, and smote the hindmost of you, even all that were feeble behind you, when you were faint and weary; and he feared not God.

Deu 25:19 Therefore it shall be, when the LORD your God has given you rest from all your enemies round about, in the land which the LORD your God gives you for an inheritance to possess it, that you shall blot out the remembrance of Amalek from under heaven; you shall not forget it.

· As an act of worship Moses built an altar and praised the name of Yahweh/Jehovah-Nissi (The-Lord-is-My-Banner). The Lord my Refuge.  The LORD Gives Me Victory. The Lord, my exaltation. The LORD is My Flag.
· Nissi describes a flag or a banner. The idea is that God is victorious in battle and the flag of his victory is lifted high. The same word is used of the serpent on the pole in Num_21:8, and in other passages:

· Psalm 60:4: You have given a banner to those who fear You, that it may be displayed because of the truth.

· Isaiah 11:10: And in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; for the Gentiles shall seek Him, and His resting place shall be glorious.

· Israel later disobeyed this command to constantly war against Amalek in the days of Saul. This was the primary act of disobedience that cost Saul the throne (1Sa_15:2-9 [spared Agag and the best of the cattle]  and 1Sa_28:18).
Chapter 18
v1-6  Moses meets with Jethro, his father-in-law, in the desert of Midian.
· In chapter 2 the change of name from Reuel to Jethro does not necessarily mean that we are dealing with two different persons. But the word chothen, which is translated with father-in-law has a rather extended meaning. It simply means a “relative by marriage.”
· v1 “Moses' father in law, heard of all that God had done for Moses, and for Israel his people” The word probably traveled fast around the surrounding nations about the 10 plagues, the Red Sea, manna, meat and water.  If that is true that the rumor was also spread via the grapevine about Amalek’s challenge to Israel’s God.
· Jethro must have known the desert and its hazards just as well as Moses. He realized that, humanly speaking, it was impossible for a people of more than two million to cross this desert and stay alive. There was no food and the water supply would have been barely enough for a small group of people. The fact that God provided for this nation in a supernatural way must have filled him with awe

v7-12  Jethro glorifies God when Moses reports what the Lord has done.
· v11 “Now I know that the Lord is greater than all the gods: It is possible Jethro knew this before, because he was the priest of Midian (Exo_18:1). But when he heard of God's great works over the gods of Egypt, it brought this truth to Jethro more clearly than before.
· We can be effective when we give our testimony… God uses people who have been saved from their sin to bring the Gospel of salvation to others and to encourage the saved.
· The first sacrifice to God (minus the Passover Lamb) that is actually described in the book of Exodus is brought by one who is outside the covenant God made with Israel. This indicates that salvation through the blood of the sacrifice was not limited to Israel alone.
v13-27  Moses settles disputes, Jethro advises to delegate, Moses follows Jethro's suggestions
· Why didn’t God tell Moses that he was trying to do too much? There are things in life that God wants us to find out for ourselves and learn from others.
· It is not unspiritual to take our physical limitations into account.
· Moses argued that the people needed him to find out what the will of God. Jethro’s answer contains the suggestion that not all matters in life need a divine revelation.

· It seems that God does not speak to over tired people.

· Moses must delegate, even as in Acts 6:2-4, the apostles insisted they needed to delegate so they would not leave the word of God and serve tables.
· v19 Pray, v20 teach the law, v21 select Godly men:
· Men of ability: able men

· Men of godliness: such as fear God

· Men of God's Word: men of truth

· Men of honor: hating covetousness

· Paul gave similar counsel to Timothy in 2 Timothy 2:2: And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses, commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also.
· Delegation of authority is the exercise of leadership, but it does not mean that you abandon your responsibility.
· Jethro’s proposal is interesting from a mathematical viewpoint. The divisions of 1000, 100, 50 and 10 indicates that the metric system was known at that time. The break-up into small groups of ten suggests family units with individual heads. If we stick to the number of 600,000 men for the army, there could be as many judges as 78,000. 
