Adult III – 19 Aug 12 – Notes on Exodus 15-16
Chapter 14
Hebrews 11:29 By faith they passed through the Red sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians assaying to do were drowned.

v23-29  God troubles the Egyptian army
· God could have performed this miracle just as easily without Moses' cooperation. Yet, God delights in using human agents to take part in His miraculous works.
· This was God's vindication of Moses. Israel previously accused him of evil intentions. Thru this work thru Moses God showed the whole nation that Moses was their chosen leader.

v30-31  Summary: another act of redemption on Israel's behalf.
· Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore: This was confirmation to Israel that their deliverance from Egypt was real and complete. An oppressed people are slow to believe they are free while their tyrant still lives. God wanted Israel to know that their oppressors were dead.

Chapter 15  - Song of Moses
Victory Song is very much like the other praise psalms — the resolve to praise, the power of God, the victory over the enemies, the incomparability of God in his redemption, and the fear of the people.
 v1-5   First stanza: The Lord is a man of war.
Praising the Lord for what he has done…

 v6-10   Second stanza: You have overthrown those who rose against You.
Using anthropomorphism describing something about God by using a human figure of speech
Praising the power of the Lord.
 v11-13   Third stanza: Who is like You, O Lord, among the gods?
If the people of Egypt still did not know who the Lord was, the people of Israel did. 

They knew the Lord was not like any of the false gods of Egypt or Canaan.
 v14-19   Fourth and fifth stanza: The people will hear and be afraid.
Some forty years later Rahab the prostitute from Jericho told the Israeli spies: For we have heard how the Lord dried up the water of the Red Sea for you when you came out of Egypt (Jos_2:10).
v18 - The Lord shall reign forever and ever: After such a great victory we can sense that Israel really believed this, and they were really ready to let the Lord reign over them. This state of victory and surrender did not last very long.
v1 & 19 - the horse and his rider has he thrown into the sea.

Rev 6:1-8 – the Four Horsemen of the Apocalypse with 4 beasts sending them forth

V20-21   Miriam, Moses' sister, leads the women in worship
We also see that Miriam had some kind of prophetic gift. Later she used her leadership position in an unwise and ungodly way - to challenge the authority of Moses (Numbers 12).
The whole hymn is like the testimony of a person who recently received salvation in surrendering his life to Christ and is expressing the joy of the newly born Christian.
Why is this song important?

Rev 15:1 And I saw another sign in heaven, great and marvelous, seven angels having the seven last plagues; for in them is filled up the wrath of God.

Rev 15:2 And I saw as it were a sea of glass mingled with fire: and them that had gotten the victory over the beast, and over his image, and over his mark, and over the number of his name, stand on the sea of glass, having the harps of God.

Rev 15:3 And they sing the song of Moses the servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, Great and marvelous are your works, Lord God Almighty; just and true are your ways, you King of saints.

Rev 15:4 Who shall not fear you, O Lord, and glorify your name? for you only are holy: for all nations shall come and worship before you; for your judgments are made manifest.

 v22-25a   Three days into the wilderness and Bitter waters made sweet at Marah.
Exodus 15:22 So Moses brought (H. naca =to pull out, pull up, tent stakes) Israel from the Red sea
- May have wanted to stay & collect the spoils of Pharaoh’s army

Here they face the hard reality of daily life. The myth that life with the Lord is an endless string of joys and victories is shattered. They must have had some reserves of drinking water, but at the end of a three-day trek into the barren land this runs out and the water they had was probably only sufficient for the people.
The Rule of Three in Survival - you cannot survive for more than:

3 minutes without air 
3 hours without shelter

3 days without water  
3 weeks without food.

People begin to grumble again and direct it to Moses…

Moses shows - The important factor in our life is not what people think of us, but what God thinks.

How did the tree work? 

In the book, A Way Through the Wilderness by Jamie Buckingham, 

Buckingham thinks the chemicals in the sap of the broken limb drew the mineral content down to the bottom of the pools, and left only good water on top. He further speculates that even though the waters were now drinkable, there was still a significant magnesium and calcium content in the water. The laxative effect of this would clean out the digestive systems of the children of Israel, cleansing them of common Egyptian ailments such as amoebic dysentery and bilharzia, a weakening disease common among Egyptian peasants. In addition, calcium and magnesium together form the basis of a drug called dolomite - used by some athletes as a performance enhancer in hot weather conditions. At Marah, God provided the right medicine to both clean out their systems, and prepare them for a long, hot march to Sinai.

v25b-26  The testing of Israel.
v25b - there he made for them a statute and an ordinance, and there he proved (tested) them,
v26 - Many of God's laws to Israel had a direct impact of hygiene and health. Practices such as circumcision, quarantine, washing in running water, and eating kosher made a real medical difference in keeping Israel free from disease.
HIV, STDs, children out of wedlock

“for I am the LORD that heals you” – Jehovah-Rapha

v27 – A time of rest…

In Judaism, the palm represents peace and plenty. 

70 = spiritual & worldly completeness

12 = all of Israel

Chapter 16  

v1-3  The murmuring of the nation against Moses and Aaron.
Nothing to eat?  They had all of the cattle that they brought out of Egypt…

Again accusing Moses and Aaron of an evil intent – to starve them to death.

· 14:11 – Kill them at the hands of the Egyptian Army in desert because no graves in Egypt.
· 15:24 – No water to drink

Their hearts are still in Egypt.  Israel had a selective remembrance of the past, recalling the good things to eat. They did see the future the right way and they twisted the past to support their complaining.
v4-5  God announces to Moses the coming of bread from heaven.
The blessing of bread from heaven came with the responsibility of obedience. 
This responsibility would test Israel and measure their obedience.
Six days to work and rest on the seventh…
v6-8  Moses tells the people about God's coming provision.
The people thought they were murmuring against Moses and Aaron. 
Really, they murmured against the Lord.
Why not pray first instead of murmuring?
v9-14  God provides quail for meat and bread from heaven.
· The quails mentioned here "migrate regularly between south Europe and Arabia across the Sinai Peninsula. They are small, bullet-headed birds, with a strong but low flight, usually roosting on the ground or in the low bushes at nightfall. When exhausted, they would be unable to . . . take off again. The birds are good eating, and were a favorite delicacy of the Egyptians."
· Jewish legends tell us what this bread from heaven tasted like. "One only had to desire a certain dish, and no sooner had he thought of it, than manna had the flavor of the dish desired. The same food had a different taste to everyone who partook of it, according to his age; to the little children, it tasted like milk, to the strong youths like bread, to the old men like honey, to the sick like barley steeped in oil and honey." But they also wrote that manna was bitter in the mouth of Gentiles.
v15  The people call the bread from heaven manna.
v16-19  Instructions on the gathering of bread from heaven.
v20-21  Some of the people fail God's test.
v22-30  God provides double on the day before the Sabbath.
v31-36  God commands some bread from heaven be set aside as a testimony to His provision.

