Adult III – 5 Aug 12 – Notes on Exodus 12-13
Chapter 12
v43-49 Regulations for Passover.

· No foreigner could eat it: To share in the Passover, one had to make themselves part of the people of Israel. Receiving the covenant of circumcision and taking Passover were all part of the same package.

· It must be eaten in one household: Passover was commemorated on a family level. It was celebrated by each household.

· You could not break its bones: This looks forward to the ultimate Passover Lamb, Jesus Christ, who had not one bone broken even in His crucifixion (Psa_22:17, Joh_19:31-36).

· All the congregation of Israel kept it: You couldn't be part of God's people and not partake of Passover.

v50-51 Departure from Egypt: the Exodus begins.

When Israel left Egypt, it was a nation born in a day. 
It was as if the 430 years were a time in gestation when the baby grew large. 
The plagues were like labor pains before birth and now the nation is born.
Chapter 13
v1-2 The firstborn belongs to God.
A male of a woman who had never given birth.  First born male born after a female did not count. All creatures, man and beast, are the Lord's by creation; but these firstborn were his in a peculiar manner, and which he reserved to himself, to his own use and service; and the people of Israel were under great obligation to devote them to him, since he had spared all their firstborn.
v3-7 The feast of Unleavened Bread.
The purity of the feast of Unleavened Bread followed upon the blood-deliverance of Passover. This illustrates the principle that we can only walk in purity before the Lord after the blood-deliverance at the cross.  The days of Unleavened Bread were not joyless. The time began and ended with a feast.
v8-10 Remember to tell your children why you do these things.
This unleavened bread is eaten because of the quick and speedy deliverance of Israel out of Egypt, so that they had not time to leaven their dough.

Not the ordinance of the phylacteries, but the ordinance of unleavened bread:
v11-16  How and why to give the firstborn to the Lord.
· This law was only to take effect when in the Promised Land. By then the need for a reminder of the work of deliverance from Egypt would be all the more necessary.
· If the firstborn was unacceptable to sacrifice (an unclean animal or a human) a substitute was offered to redeem the firstborn from God. If the firstborn was an animal the substitute was a clean animal. If the firstborn was a human, the substitute was money.
v17-18 God leads them out in a less expected route, by the wilderness.
The coastal route (the Via Maris, known as "the way of the sea") was the shortest and most common way to go. Still, it was also the road where Egypt's military outposts were. God knew the people of Israel were not ready to face this yet (lest perhaps the people change their minds when they see war, and return to Egypt), so He led them a different way. But the dangers of the way were too great, even though they could not see them. The same is true of our walk with God; a way that seems right to us may turn out to be full of danger we can't even think of.
1 Corinthians 10:13   No temptation has overtaken you that is not common to man. God is faithful, and he will not let you be tempted beyond your ability, but with the temptation he will also provide the way of escape, that you may be able to endure it.
v19-20 The promise to Joseph fulfilled.
Genesis 50:25-26  Then Joseph made the sons of Israel swear, saying, "God will surely visit you, and you shall carry up my bones from here." 26  So Joseph died, being 110 years old. They embalmed him, and he was put in a coffin in Egypt.

v21-22  Israel led by the cloud by day and the fire by night.
What more can we ask for than this? God showed His presence to Israel in a dramatic way, by giving them "24-hour-a-day" assurance
Chapter 13
v1-4 God draws Pharaoh to come out against Israel.
· God set an ambush for Pharaoh
· Change in Pharaoh's heart was only temporary, even after the death of his first born

· God told Moses to lead Israel in a way that looked confused.
v5-9  Pharaoh decides to bring the children of Israel back.
· This shows how we are often quick to forget what God has done and what He has shown us.
· Pharaoh was well equipped with the best military resources
· Israelites were still traveling in boldness, going out defiantly, without fear, proudly, triumphantly, 
(10-12) The response of the children of Israel.
(13-14) Moses responds with great courage.
(15-18) God's instructions to Moses: stop praying and start doing.
(19-20) God neutralizes the Egyptian army with the fire.
(21-22) The waters of the Red Sea are parted, and the children of Israel cross over safely on dry ground.
