Adult III – 8 Jul 12 – Notes on Exodus 8-10
- When Moses prays, God answers - and all the frogs die! The understated description "the land stank" gives a hint at how nauseating it was.

- He hardened his heart: Even when Pharaoh's plea was granted, his heart did not change - he hardened his heart - yet Pharaoh did just as God said he would.

- Do we not do the same thing? “God, if only you will do this…then I’ll… but we don’t.”
v16-19 

First third of the plagues – no warning to Pharoah
- ?? H. ken = gnats / lice (KJV) / mosquitoes / ticks

- The magicians were unable to perform this miracle and said “This is the finger of God”.
- Lice made priests & sacrifices ritually “unclean”, prohibiting them from worship. Gnats…see below.
Just because there is a miracle or unexplainable event does not mean it is “of God”.  
There are also occult spiritual forces at work in this fallen world.
v20-24
There is no record of a specific reply from Pharaoh to this request; maybe he just ignored Moses.
Nothing in the scripture said the 3rd plague ceased before the 4th started… it may have just intensified

H. arob = swarm = a collection of noxious beasts  

Translated:  swarms of flies/clouds of flies/mixture of flies/full of files/filled with insects/dog-fly/
It has also been suggested based on the etymology of the word that it was a kind of beetle. These creatures ‘inflict very painful bites with their jaws; gnaw and destroy clothes, household furniture, leather articles of every kind, and either consume or render unavailable all eatables.’ They sometimes drive persons out of their houses; and they also devastate the fields. Beetles were sacred to Ra, the sun-god.  Khepra, was ordinarily represented as a man with a beetle for his head. As with the frogs, so with the beetles, that being sacred animals, they could not be destroyed or injured.
The third and fourth plagues featured another favorite god of the Egyptians, Khepra, the scarab (dung beetle). The cult of the beetles, was an important part of the ancient Egyptian religion. The dung beetle became the emblem of resurrection and continual existence . . .” 
This is set as a confrontation between the true God, Yahweh, and the false gods of that land. It would remove any doubt in the Israelites’ minds as to who was the true God and which was the  true religion. God had in mind not only to take His people from Egypt, but to discourage worship of the supposedly powerful Egyptian gods.
Goshen was set apart by God.  As near as Goshen was to the place where Pharaoh lived, and to bound and limit such sort of creatures as flies, which move swiftly from place to place, and particularly to keep the land of Goshen clear of them was a miracle of itself; when it was a country that abounded with cattle, whose dung is apt to breed flies:
Often times God’s children suffer with those who are judged but we CAN be set apart… 
The difference may be if we set ourselves apart by sanctification.

v25-27  Pharaoh tries to compromise with Moses
- Pharaoh suggests a compromise, allowing Israel a holiday for their God, but demanding they stay within the land of Egypt to worship. God does not compromise; he strikes no bargain with his perfect will. Neither should we…   - Their sacrifices would be an abomination to the Egyptians.
v28-32 Pharaoh's false repentance.
- This is a clear promise, and one that Pharaoh did not live up to
- As we continue in progressive sin, God can allow our hearts to harden. 

- We first do evil as far as we dare, and then dare to do evil which we would once have shocked us.
Sickness vs evil…

Chapter 9 
v1-7  
In mercy, God told Moses to give another warning, so that Pharaoh would have opportunity to repent; but Pharaoh ignores it.

KJV — pestilence 47, plagues 1, murrain 1
The Egyptians considered cattle to be under the control of Apis, the bull god, and Hathor, the cowlike mother goddess. Apis was a live bull kept in a temple in Memphis. More than a sacred animal, Apis was the tangible, living, breathing expression of a primary god that served as an intermediary between humans and the all-powerful god Osiris. Thru Apis, Egyptians could talk to the god, and even ask questions. The movements of Apis, the bull god, were interpreted as oracles and were thought to reflect the response of the god. The bull was considered sacred. When the bull in the temple died, it was mummified and buried with great pomp.
Again Goshen was set apart by God. Pharaoh checked on them… but his heart was still hardened.

v8-12
Second third in series of plagues, unannounced and directed to personal physical pain…
- With the plague of boils, no doubt, the Egyptians thought they could cure by resorting to their god of medicine, Imhotep, a legendary Egyptian physician who came to be worshiped. 
- They also revered Thoth, the god of magic and healing. But again in this case the boils did not go away. Even worse, the court magicians who besought these gods were themselves covered with the boils.
Beginning of the curses: Ex. 5:1–9, 7:8–13

1. 1 Plague of water turned to blood: Ex. 7:14–25

2. 2 Plague of frogs: Ex. 7:25–8:11

3. 3 Plague of lice or gnats: Ex. 8:12–15

4. 1 Plague of swarms of flies or beetles: Ex. 8:20–32

5. 2 Plague of pestilence causing death of the cattle: Ex. 9:1–7

6. 3 Plague of boils: Ex. 9:8–12

7. 1 Plague of hail: Ex. 9:13–35

8. 2 Plague of locusts: Ex. 10:1–20

9. 3 Plague of darkness: Ex. 10:21–29

10. Death of the firstborn: Ex. 11:1–12:36  

