Adult III – 1 Jul 12 – Notes on Exodus 7-8
v28-30 - Moses' feeling may be similar to that of Isaiah in Isaiah 6:1-8. Isaiah knew that he was a sinner in God's presence, and sensed that the "center" of his sin was in his lips - as in speaking and communicating in a way that didn't glorify God.
Chapter 7

v1-7 -
v1 – “I have made thee a god to Pharaoh” - by authority, as a magistrate (life & death) Exodus 5:2
In the same way, God will make us "as God" to people we encounter who are rejecting God. If they harden their hearts or reject us, we shouldn't take it personally.  Pastors are “as God”.

“Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet” -  by speaking on behalf of Moses

Just as Moses was not to act on his own initiative but to wait for God's direction, Aaron was not to act on his own initiative, but to wait for Moses' direction.
v3 – “I will harden Pharaoh's heart”

v4 – “bring forth mine armies”
v5 – Purpose:  “Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD”

v7 - Moses is 80 and Aaron is 83 - God is going against the conventional customs of that day by making the younger brother more prominent.
V8-13
Do you see what is going on?...v1
Moses as a god directs Aaron (his prophet)
Pharaoh as a god directs the magicians (his prophets)

Although they produce their snakes, their performance is obviously inferior to Moses’.

John 10:32  Jesus answered them, Many good works have I shewed you from my Father; for which of those works do ye stone me? 33  The Jews answered him, saying, For a good work we stone thee not; but for blasphemy; and because that thou, being a man, makest thyself God. 34  Jesus answered them, Is it not written in your law, I said, Ye are gods? 35  If he called them gods, unto whom the word of God came, and the scripture cannot be broken; 36  Say ye of him, whom the Father hath sanctified, and sent into the world, Thou blasphemest; because I said, I am the Son of God?
Psalm 82:6  I have said, Ye are gods; and all of you are children of the most High.
It starts with obedience:  It started with a stick (Moses’ rod); God said to take it, then departing for Egypt with his family, then circumcision of his son, then appearing before the Hebrews, then appearing before Pharaoh, and then again 10x…

Symbology:  Snake was the only animal in the Bible that god cursed.  Later in Numbers 21:6–9 Moses held up a brass serpent, Nehushtan on a pole and people would look to it to be healed.  Jesus was the personification of the cursed snake that swallowed up the sins of the world.  In John 3:14–15, Jesus makes direct comparison between the raising up of the Son of Man and the act of Moses in raising up the serpent as a sign, using it as a symbol associated with salvation: "As Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life".

v14-25

This is the first of the plagues. There are nine in total (the tenth is the slaying of the firstborn), and they are grouped together in threes. In this structure of threes, the first two plagues only come after warning and a call to repentance; the third plague in each set comes without warning.
The Egyptian god Khnum was said to be the guardian of the Nile, and this showed he was unable to protected his territory.
The Egyptians counted on the Nile goddess Hapi and the powerful Osiris to protect the Nile. 
Hapi - name means Running One, probably referring to the current of the Nile. Some of the titles of Hapi were, Lord of the Fishes and Birds of the Marshes and Lord of the River Bringing Vegetation.  Hapi was the deification of the annual flooding of the Nile River.

Osiris was considered a merciful judge of the dead in the afterlife and also the underworld agency that granted all life, including sprouting vegetation and the fertile flooding of the Nile River.
Whatever the Egyptians did…Nothing resulted from their clamor and prayers that their gods would purify the Nile. 
Man can only live 3 days without water ( survival standard: 3 minutes w/o air, 3 days w/o water, 3 weeks w/o food.)  They were w/o river or pond water for 7 days…

Chapter 8

v1-7
The announcement of the plague was an act of mercy. It not only proved to Pharaoh that the coming of the frogs was no coincidence, but it also gave him a chance to repent and submit.
Egyptians worshiped the frog in the form of Heqt, whose statue bore the head of a frog. This god was symbolic of good crops and blessings in the afterlife.  Egyptians noticed that, when the Nile reached a certain level and overflowed, frogs abounded. Their presence was an omen of bountiful crops and control of the insect population. A low Nile with few frogs meant a lack of silt, poor crops and many insects. Heqt, god of the frogs, supposedly controlled the frog population. When the second plague produced too many frogs, it appeared to the Egyptians that the god who governed them had lost control.
God shows just how ridiculous it is to worship a frog-god as He says, "If you want to worship frogs, I'll give you all the frogs you want!" being sacred animals, they might not be destroyed or injured.
For all their occult powers, all the magicians can do is make more frogs! This increases the problem instead of solving it, yet it gives Pharaoh an excuse to further harden his heart.
V8-15

- The only thing they proved was that calling up frogs was not an exclusive miracle that only YHWH could perform. Supposedly, this would diminish the exclusiveness of the LORD. 

- What they were not able to do was to make the plague cease, which was what Pharaoh desired. 
- Pharaoh was more interested in the practical than in the theological aspect of the matter. He just wanted to get rid of the frogs. 
- Moses agreed to entreat the Lord for him as he desired, but leaves it with him to fix the time for doing it; and this he did, that it might appear that the removal of the frogs, as well as the bringing of them, would not be owing to chance or to any natural

- When Moses prays, God answers - and all the frogs die! The understated description "the land stank" gives a hint at how nauseating it was.

- He hardened his heart: Even when Pharaoh's plea was granted, his heart did not change - he hardened his heart - yet Pharaoh did just as God said he would.

- Do we not do the same thing? “God, if only you will do this…then I’ll… but we don’t.”
v16-19 

First third of the plagues – no warning to Pharoah
- ?? H. k = gnats / lice (KJV) / mosquitoes / ticks

- The magicians were unable to perform this miracle and said “This is the finger of God”.
Just because there is a miracle or unexplainable event does not mean it is “of God”.  
There are also occult spiritual forces at work in this fallen world.
The third and fourth plagues featured another favorite god of the Egyptians, Khepra, the scarab (dung beetle). The cult of the beetles, was an important part of the ancient Egyptian religion. The dung beetle became the emblem of resurrection and continual existence . . .” 
v20-24
There is no record of a specific reply from Pharaoh to this request; maybe he just ignored Moses.
Nothing in the scripture said the 3rd plague ceased before the 4th started… it may have just intensified

H. arob = swarm = a collection of noxious beasts  

Translated:  swarms of flies/clouds of flies/mixture of flies/full of files/filled with insects/dog-fly/

It has also been suggested based on the etymology of the word that it was a kind of beetle. These creatures ‘inflict very painful bites with their jaws; gnaw and destroy clothes, household furniture, leather articles of every kind, and either consume or render unavailable all eatables.’ They sometimes drive persons out of their houses; and they also devastate the fields. Beetles were sacred to Ra, the sun-god.  Khepra, was ordinarily represented as a man with a beetle for his head. As with the frogs, so with the beetles, that being sacred animals, they could not be destroyed or injured.
Goshen was set apart by God.  As near as Goshen was to the place where Pharaoh lived, and to bound and limit such sort of creatures as flies, which move swiftly from place to place, and particularly to keep the land of Goshen clear of them was a miracle of itself; when it was a country that abounded with cattle, whose dung is apt to breed flies:
v25-27  Pharaoh tries to compromise with Moses
- Pharaoh suggests a compromise, allowing Israel a holiday for their God, but demanding they stay within the land of Egypt to worship. God does not compromise; he strikes no bargain with his perfect will.
- Their sacrifices will be an abomination to the Egyptians.
v28-32 Pharaoh's false repentance.
- This is a clear promise, and one that Pharaoh did not live up to
- As we continue in progressive sin, God can allow our hearts to harden. 

- We first do evil as far as we dared, and then dare to do evil which we would once have shocked us.
