Adult III – 24 Jun 12 – Notes on Exodus 5-6
Chapter 5

v1-3  Moses asks Pharaoh to let the children of Israel go to the wilderness to worship.
An inscription by a Pharaoh on an ancient Egyptian temple gives us the idea of what Pharaoh thought of himself: "I am that which was, and is, and shall be, and no man has lifted my veil." The Pharaoh was more than a man; he considered himself a god, and the Egyptians agreed.
v2 And Pharaoh said, Who is the LORD, that I should obey his voice to let Israel go?
Pharaoh did not have the right heart, but he did ask the right question. Moses asked Who am I? (Exodus 3:11). The core question isn't who is Moses, or who is Pharaoh, but who is God.

v4-5  
v4  - “get you unto your burdens.”  There may have been Israelite leaders with them
v5  - “the people of the land now are many”  They have too much free time to make babies
6-9  Pharaoh increases the burden of the Israelites.
Straw has an acidic content that makes the bricks stronger. The use of straw in making bricks in Egypt during this period is confirmed by archaeology.  Also, different size bricks are found.
v10-14  The Egyptian taskmasters carry out Pharaoh's orders.
v10 – “Thus saith Pharaoh” – ie, the General said…
v15-19  Pharaoh rebukes the children of Israel, increasing their burdens.
v16 – “the fault is in thine own people.” Now they are convinced that the order came from Pharoah
v20-23  The people cry out against Moses.
If we preach salvation to people as the end of all their troubles, we mislead them and sin against the Lord. Life becomes harder after conversion, not easier. Unless we understand this, we will give up.
v23 – “neither hast thou delivered thy people at all.”

Moses expected that God would have made a beginning as soon as he had delivered his message to Pharaoh; that his mind would have been disposed in favor of the people, and he would have made their bondage lighter and easier, if he did not dismiss them at once; but, instead of that, more work was laid upon them, and their burdens were heavier: now this was a stumbling and a temptation to Moses, to wish he had never been sent.
Chapter 6

v1-5 - God comforts Moses and confirms His promise.

v1 – “with a strong hand shall he let them go”

v3 – “by my name JEHOVAH was I not known to them.” – the self-existent one

v6-8 – God's promise of the seven "I wills" to Israel.
These promises are equally relevant in their spiritual application to believers:

· I will bring you out

· I will rescue you from their bondage

· I will redeem you

· I will take you as My people

· I will be your God

· I will bring you into the Land

· I will give it to you as a heritage

v8 - For the first time plainly stated, Moses is to tell Israel what God ultimately promised - to not only deliver them from the bondage of Egypt, but to give them the land promised to the patriarchs.
v9 - One would have thought that this would have revived their spirits, comforted their hearts, and encouraged their faith and hope of deliverance:
v10-13 – God tells Moses to stick with His plan.
v12 - “me, who am of uncircumcised lips?” God may have never corrected Moses’ speech problem
v14-19 - The genealogies of Jacob's first three children: Reuben, Simeon, and Levi
v20-27 - How Moses and Aaron descended from Amram, a son of Kohath.
v28-30 - Moses' feeling may be similar to that of Isaiah in Isaiah 6:1-8. Isaiah knew that he was a sinner in God's presence, and sensed that the "center" of his sin was in his lips - as in speaking and communicating in a way that didn't glorify God.
Chapter 7

v1-7 -
v1 – “I have made thee a god to Pharaoh” - by authority, as a magistrate (life & death) Exodus 5:2
In the same way, God will make us "as God" to people we encounter who are rejecting God. If they harden their hearts or reject us, we shouldn't take it personally.  Pastors are “as God”.

“Aaron thy brother shall be thy prophet” -  by speaking on behalf of Moses

Just as Moses was not to act on his own initiative but to wait for God's direction, Aaron was not to act on his own initiative, but to wait for Moses' direction.
v3 – “I will harden Pharaoh's heart”

v4 – “bring forth mine armies”
v5 – Purpose:  “Egyptians shall know that I am the LORD”

Moses is 80 and Aaron is 83

