Adult III – 3 Jun 12 – Notes on Exodus 2-3
Chapter 2
v11-15

Moses is aware that he is Hebrew and not Egyptian…

There must have been affection for Pharaoh’s daughter who had saved his life. But that had been forty years before. If the princess was still alive when Moses turned forty, she would have been in her late sixties or early seventies. Moses identity crisis may have occurred at the moment of her death. 

Acts 7:23-25  And when he was full forty years old, it came into his heart to visit his brethren the children of Israel. 24  And seeing one of them suffer wrong, he defended him, and avenged him that was oppressed, and smote the Egyptian: 25  For he supposed his brethren would have understood how that God by his hand would deliver them: but they understood not.
The issue here was not that Moses was misunderstood by his compatriots; Moses misunderstood God. He was right about the fact that God had called him, but he launched himself into this “call” without taking time to find out prayerfully and patiently how and when this call should be worked out in practice. Waiting for God is one of the most essential features of the life of a Christian. It is also the hardest thing one can do.
v14  And he said, Who made thee a prince and a judge over us?
The Israelites were not ready to be saved…they were not calling out to God…

Luke 12:13-14  And one of the company said unto him, Master, speak to my brother, that he divide the inheritance with me. 14  And he said unto him, Man, who made me a judge or a divider over you?
Moses is the author of his 1st forty years and what he is saying is… I was a murderer…

v15 dwelt in the land of Midian:
Gen 23:1-2  And Sarah was an hundred and seven and twenty years old (127): these were the years of the life of Sarah. 2  And Sarah died in Kirjatharba; the same is Hebron in the land of Canaan: and Abraham came to mourn for Sarah, and to weep for her.
Gen 25:1-2  Then again Abraham took a wife, and her name was Keturah. 2  And she bare him Zimran, and Jokshan, and Medan, and Midian, and Ishbak, and Shuah.
v15 and he sat down by a well.  = 50s/60s-country store/gas station  = now-Internet café/WiFi at McDonalds

v16-20
v16  priest of Midian = of the order of Melchizedek?? = a priest of the true God
God led Moses to this specific family at this specific time.
v17  Moses stood up and helped them = again helping the less fortunate – days ago was a prince in Pharoah’s court, was a military leader, probably spoke with some sense of authority at this injustice

v18  Reuel their father = The Targum of Jonathan has it, their father's (Jethro’s) father 
v21-22
By taking a wife and having a son, Moses was content with where God put him, even though Midian was very different from Egypt.  But these were not "waiting" time for Moses. They were instead, working years; he had never worked this hard in his life! God trained him, shaping him for his future calling, but Moses was certainly not "on the shelf."
Gershom = "foreigner" or “expulsion”

v23-25

Moses may have forgotten about the situation in Egypt but God had not…
 v24 And God heard their groaning, = Now is the right time…

Chapter 3
v1  Jethro = father-in-law…  tended sheep = symbolic of the shepherd he was to become
Acts 7:30  And when forty years were expired, there appeared to him in the wilderness of mount Sina an angel of the Lord in a flame of fire in a bush.

This is all that we know of Moses’s second 40 years until God called him…may have written Genesis there.
One Talmudic tradition suggests Moses was the author of Job since the land of Uz (1:1) was adjacent to Midian where Moses lived for 40 years, and he could have obtained a record of the story there.
v2 – summary of v3-6

the angel of the Lord = (messenger, representative) of (Jehovah = "the existing One")
fire = consuming and refining
Pillar of fire by night over the tabernacle
Sacrifices on the altar – sins being consumed

Pentacost  Acts 2:3  And there appeared unto them cloven tongues like as of fire, and it sat upon each of them.
Revelation has references to fire thruout
Numbers 31:23  Every thing that may abide the fire, ye shall make it go through the fire, and it shall be clean: nevertheless it shall be purified with the water of separation: and all that abideth not the fire ye shall make go through the water.
Deu_4:24  For the LORD thy God is a consuming fire, even a jealous God.
Heb_12:29  For our God is a consuming fire.
v3-6 

curiosity – bush not being consumed

called Moses – shocked??

holy ground – put off your shoes

v5 Who is God?

Mark 12:23-27  In the resurrection therefore, when they shall rise, whose wife shall she be of them? for the seven had her to wife. 24  And Jesus answering said unto them, Do ye not therefore err, because ye know not the scriptures, neither the power of God? 25  For when they shall rise from the dead, they neither marry, nor are given in marriage; but are as the angels which are in heaven. 26  And as touching the dead, that they rise: have ye not read in the book of Moses, how in the bush God spake unto him, saying, I am the God of Abraham, and the God of Isaac, and the God of Jacob? 27  He is not the God of the dead, but the God of the living: ye therefore do greatly err.

v6 Moses hid his face – knowing he was a sinner (murderer)

v7-10  God explains His general plan to Moses, and Moses' place in the plan.
(11-12) Moses' answer, and God's reply to that answer.
(13-14) The revelation of God's name to Moses.
(15-18) God tells Moses what to say to the elders of Israel.
(19-22) God tells Moses how it will go with the Egyptians.

