Adult III – 27 May 12 – Notes on Exodus 1-2
Moses wrote the first 5 books of the Bible, the Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy). The word Pentateuch comes from Greek penta- + teukhos tool (in Late Greek: scroll)]
The name of the book is taken from the Septuagint.  A literal translation would be “the getting out of...” or “departure.” In Hebrew the book takes its title from the opening words: “These are the names ...” (Ve-elleh Shemoth).
The title Exodus is, in a certain sense, misleading in that it gives the impression that the deliverance of Israel from Egypt would be the main event in the book. The great happening is the encounter with God.  

In Genesis we see how God moves away from man when man falls into sin. In Exodus we see how God moves back to earth and draws man to Himself. God pitched His tent on earth to live among people who lived in tents. 
In Exodus we find for the first time the Immanuel concept: “God with us.” And that is the principal truth expressed in the book of Exodus that God came down to earth to dwell with man.
Foreshadowing of John 1:14 And the Word was made flesh, and dwelt among us, (and we beheld his glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father,) full of grace and truth.
Chapter  1
v1:1-7 (v5 =70 souls  >  v7 = increased abundantly)

There is a 215-430 year gap between Genesis and Exodus from the death of Joseph to the birth of Moses.

200 years = 5-6% per year growth

400 years = 2.5% per year growth

Gen 47:27  And Israel dwelt in the land of Egypt, in the country of Goshen; and they had possessions therein, and grew, and multiplied exceedingly.
v8-14

Initially, life in Egypt was too good to leave and go back to the uncertainty of a nomadic existence in Canaan. Goshen felt like home. When conditions worsened, leaving Goshen was no longer an option.  God’s hand was in all of this, but few people would have recognized that fact.
The Egyptians had a proud sense of racial superiority towards all other people and therefore were segregated from the Israelites. God is at work building the nation of Israel in Egypt which would have been much more difficult in Canaan because of the tendency to intermarry with Canaanites.
Some estimate the slavery lasted 134-284 years, working on building cities, ie public works.

We are given no details of the policy that was instituted to reduce the population growth through slave labor. It could be that the men were confined to barracks for extended periods of time and thus were separated from their wives. Whatever the policy, it had the opposite result. The population increased in proportion to the persecution.
Growth in the face of affliction has always been the story of God's people, throughout all ages - the more they are afflicted, the more they grow. As the ancient Christian writer Tertullian said, "The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the Church."
We should not forget that the real issue was, of course, not Israel’s position in Egypt but a

demonic effort to hinder God’s revelation in this world and to make the coming of the Messiah impossible.
v14 – “made their lives bitter with hard bondage”
Isaiah 54:17  No weapon that is formed against thee shall prosper; and every tongue that shall rise against thee in judgment thou shalt condemn. This is the heritage of the servants of the LORD, and their righteousness is of me, saith the LORD.
v15-22  

Shiphrah = “fair beauty”
Puah = “splendid”

Not the only midwives but probably leaders of the midwife union…told secretly
v17 – “But the midwives feared God”

· The acted on the same principle as did the persecuted apostles in Acts 4:19

· Though generally we are called to obey the government and honor civic rulers (Romans 13:1-5), we are never called to put government in the place of God.
· Makes one think of  Herod trying to kill all the males at the time of Jesus birth and the wise men going back by a different route

v21 – God rewarded the midwives - “made them houses” or gave them families

v22 - The Nile was Egypt’s sacred river, and the land owed its life to its inundations. Throwing Hebrew children into the river, therefore, was a religious act. By appealing to the nation the way he did, Pharaoh appealed to their religious piety. One could not withhold sacrifices to the river and remain a good Egyptian.
· Tried harsh slavery, covertly killing the male babies at birth, and then overtly killing the male children.
Chapter 2

v1-10

· Look at God’s providence: just when Pharaoh's cruelty rose to this height, the deliverer was born.

· It seems that his mother (Jochebed v6:20) took the initiative and that her husband (Amram) may have been absent because of his forced labor assignment.
· Basket was like Noah’s ark upon the waters

V4-10

God’s engineered plan is starting to be revealed

V11-15

Acts 7:17-44 Stephen’s summary of the story of Moses and Exodus = where we get 40 years in Egypt
Josephus, Antiquities of the Jews Book 2, Ch. 10 & 11 – Ethiopians raided Egypt. Moses lead an Army in retailiation. Went by land instead of up the Nile.  Overcame a land infested with snakes by taking baskets containing Ibis, a log legged & long beaked bird that feeds on snakes and they killed the snakes. He overcame the Ethiopians until coming to the city of Saba (Sheba), a walled, royal city of Ethiopia, an island city surrounded by the Nile an 2 other rivers.
Now when the Egyptian army had once tasted of this prosperous success, by the means of Moses, they did not slacken their diligence, insomuch that the Ethiopians were in danger of being reduced to slavery, and all sorts of destruction; and at length they retired to Saba, which was a royal city of Ethiopia,… The place was to be besieged with very great difficulty, since it was both encompassed by the Nile quite round, and the other rivers, Astapus and Astaboras, made it a very difficult thing for such as attempted to pass over them; for the city was situate in a retired place, and was inhabited after the manner of an island, being encompassed with a strong wall, and having the rivers to guard them from their enemies, and having great ramparts between the wall and the rivers, insomuch, that when the waters come with the greatest violence, it can never be drowned; which ramparts make it next to impossible for even such as are gotten over the rivers to take the city. However, while Moses was uneasy at the army's lying idle, (for the enemies dare not come to a battle,) this accident happened: - Tharbis was the daughter of the king of the Ethiopians: she happened to see Moses as he led the army near the walls, and fought with great courage; and admiring the subtility of his undertakings, and believing him to be the author of the Egyptians' success, when they had before despaired of recovering their liberty, and to be the occasion of the great danger the Ethiopians were in, when they had before boasted of their great achievements, she fell deeply in love with him; and upon the prevalency of that passion, sent to him the most faithful of all her servants to discourse with him about their marriage. He thereupon accepted the offer, on condition she would procure the delivering up of the city; and gave her the assurance of an oath to take her to his wife; and that when he had once taken possession of the city, he would not break his oath to her. No sooner was the agreement made, but it took effect immediately; and when Moses had cut off the Ethiopians, he gave thanks to God, and consummated his marriage, and led the Egyptians back to their own land.
HOW MOSES FLED OUT OF EGYPT INTO MIDIAN. 

1. Now the Egyptians, after they had been preserved by Moses, entertained a hatred to him, and were very eager in compassing their designs against him, as suspecting that he would take occasion, from his good success, to raise a sedition, and bring innovations into Egypt; and told the king he ought to be slain. The king had also some intentions of himself to the same purpose, and this as well out of envy at his glorious expedition at the head of his army, as out of fear of being brought low by him and being instigated by the sacred scribes, he was ready to undertake to kill Moses: but when he had learned beforehand what plots there were against him, he went away privately; and because the public roads were watched, he took his flight through the deserts, and where his enemies could not suspect he would travel; and, though he was destitute of food, he went on, and despised that difficulty courageously; and when he came to the city Midian…
V16-25

