Adult III – 13 May 12 – Notes on Ruth 3
Love's request:  Ruth's tender appeal
Primary Information for Starters…

· Boaz, a kinsman-redeemer, pays the price to bring Ruth, a Moabite, into the

family of God.
Practical Advice for Study…

· Pay attention closely to the transition in Naomi’s life…

• From emptiness to fullness (1).

• From despair to hope (2-3).

• From barrenness to inheritance (4).

· Even in the darkness of God’s people, He shines the light of His covenant.

Chapter  1.  Love's resolve:  Ruth's noble choice 
Chapter  2.  Love's response:  Ruth's lowly service 
Chapter  3.  Love's request:  Ruth's tender appeal 
Chapter  4.  Love's reward:  Ruth's marital joys 
Ruth 2:23 “So she kept fast by the maidens of Boaz to glean unto the end of barley harvest and of wheat harvest; and dwelt with her mother in law.”   About a 3 month time period
-  Ruth and Boaz got to know each other over a long period of time and Naomi was observing.
-  Ruth had never demanded her rights as a widow from a kinsman.
v1-2
v1 “My daughter” = H. bath = close relationship (Ruth was respectful and submissive to Naomi.)

“seek rest for thee” = marriage – in order to perpetuate the family name

Naomi was old had resolved widowhood but she was resolved to get young Ruth well married.  However, Ruth’s modesty did not allow her to seek marriage for herself.

v2 “our kindred?” = goel = kinsman redeemer = was responsible to safeguard the persons, the property, and the posterity of the family.
Boaz was overseeing the winnowing… celebration that the harvest was over…  guarding the harvest (time of Judges) from raiders
v3-5 
Ruth 3:3  Wash thyself therefore, and anoint thee, and put thy raiment upon thee, and get thee down to the floor: but make not thyself known unto the man, until he shall have done eating and drinking.

v3 Preparation for a special event: 
Wash (for a special occasion)… 

Anoint (not sweet smelling but olive oil, no longer mourning)… 2 Samuel 14:2

Dress up (not in widows attire but as a bride)… 
“make not thyself known unto the man” but position yourself to observe what is going on…

“until he shall have done eating and drinking” - Naomi has experience in these matters!!!

Ruth 3:4  And it shall be, when he lies down, that thou shalt mark the place where he shall lie, and thou shalt go in, and uncover his feet, and lay thee down; and he will tell thee what thou shalt do. 
Don't lose sight of the larger picture: Ruth is coming to claim the right of a widowed relative to ask Boaz to take her as a wife.

Ruth 3:5  And she said unto her, All that thou sayest unto me I will do.  
= respectful & submissive to Naomi; she has trust in her mother-in-law
-----------------------
Ruth 3:6  And she went down unto the floor, and did according to all that her mother in law bade her. 

Ruth 3:7  And when Boaz had eaten and drunk, and his heart was merry, he went to lie down at the end of the heap of corn: and she came softly, and uncovered his feet, and laid her down. 

Ruth 3:8  And it came to pass at midnight, that the man was afraid, and turned himself: and, behold, a woman lay at his feet. 

Ruth 3:9  And he said, Who art thou? And she answered, I am Ruth thine handmaid: spread therefore thy skirt over thine handmaid; for thou art a near kinsman. 
Who art thou = H. amar amar = speak speak

near kinsman = goel =first time used in 2:20 also v12 & 13
-----------------------
Ruth 3:10  And he said, Blessed be thou of the LORD, my daughter: for thou hast showed more kindness in the latter end than at the beginning, inasmuch as thou followed not young men, whether poor or rich. 

Ruth 3:11  And now, my daughter, fear not; I will do to thee all that thou require: for all the city of my people doth know that thou art a virtuous woman. 
My daughter = H. bath = same address used as Naomi
-----------------------
Ruth 3:12  And now it is true that I am thy near kinsman: howbeit there is a kinsman nearer than I. 

Ruth 3:13  Tarry this night, and it shall be in the morning, that if he will perform unto thee the part of a kinsman, well; let him do the kinsman's part: but if he will not do the part of a kinsman to thee, then will I do the part of a kinsman to thee, as the LORD liveth: lie down until the morning. 

Ruth 3:14  And she lay at his feet until the morning: and she rose up before one could know another. And he said, Let it not be known that a woman came into the floor. 
as the LORD liveth = an oath
-----------------------
Ruth 3:15  Also he said, Bring the vail that thou hast upon thee, and hold it. And when she held it, he measured six measures of barley, and laid it on her: and she went into the city. 

Ruth 3:16  And when she came to her mother in law, she said, Who art thou, my daughter? And she told her all that the man had done to her. 
Who art thou = H. amar = speak 
-----------------------
Ruth 3:17  And she said, These six measures of barley gave he me; for he said to me, Go not empty unto thy mother in law. 

Ruth 3:18  Then said she, Sit still, my daughter, until thou know how the matter will fall: for the man will not be in rest, until he have finished the thing this day.
-----------------------
Temple Pillars:

Jachin = "God will establish" - Right pillar of temple

Boaz = “in strength” – Left pillar of temple

God will establish in strength

1 Kings 7:21  And he set up the pillars at the porch of the temple: and he set up the right pillar, and called the name thereof Jachin; and he set up the left pillar, and called the name thereof Boaz. 

2 Chronicles 3:17  And he set up the pillars before the temple, one on the right hand, and the other on the left; and called the name of that on the right hand Jachin, and the name of that on the left Boaz.

