Adult III – 22 Apr 12 – Notes on Ephesians 6:10-24
The Fight is On and On and On
Theme:  The Lord enables the believer to withstand Satan’s assaults.
I. Be Strong (6:10)

• Through the Lord’s strength we can resist the Devil.

• Strengthening from the Lord is needed continuously.
v10 
“Finally” – from now on

“brethren…” – first time addressed this way…  fellow soldiers

“be strong”… - passive – The Lord provides His strength for our daily battles.
II. Be Armed (6:11-17)


A. The purpose of the armor (6:11-13)
• All believers are automatically enlisted in God’s army.

• The armor helps us to withstand Satan’s forces.
The armor will do no man good if it is left at home or neglected. Something that is not mentioned in this scripture is the upkeep of the armor. The soldier had to maintain his sword, shield and armor. Armor in disrepair can fail and if the sword is not sharp it is not very effective.
v11 “against the wiles” (not power which God restrains) = cunning arts, deceit, craft, trickery (Eve)

Acts 19:13-18 – Jewish exorcists attempting to cast out evil spirits in the name of Jesus

v12 “wrestle” = a contest between two -> hand-to-hand combat

- Satan & his demons and spirits still have access to heaven - Job & 1 Kings 22:19-23 = lying spirit

2 Co 10:3-4  For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war after the flesh: 4(For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)
v13 “whole armor” – every piece is important

v13/14 “to stand” – before a judge, to keep intact (family/kingdom), to stand immovable, to be of a steadfast mind, not to waiver
B. The description of the armor (6:14-17)
Paul wrote this while in the custody of Roman soldiers. It was easy for him to look at the equipment of his guards and see how God has equipped the believer. The order in which the pieces of armor are described is the order in which the soldier would put them on.


v14 “Stand therefore” - do it
v14 Belt (Truth) – to which other equipment is attached, inspired inerrant Word of God
v14 Breastplate (Righteousness) – protect against Devils fiery darts & Devine wrath
Isa 59:17-18  For he (the Lord as the Redeemer) put on righteousness as a breastplate, and an helmet of salvation upon his head; and he put on the garments of vengeance for clothing, and was clad with zeal as a cloak. 18 According to their deeds, accordingly he will repay, fury to his adversaries, recompence to his enemies; to the islands he will repay recompence.

v15 Sandals (Gospel of peace, ie doctrine of reconciliation with God) what a journey we have to go; what a race to run. Our feet must be shod so that our footsteps don’t slip and we can walk thru the Valley of the Shadow of Death without fear.
v16 Shield (of Faith) shield was not just an individual defensive shield but also a cooperate defense in a chariot charge
v17 Hemet (Salvation) - the salvation he will work out for his people will be very conspicuous; it will be seen by all, as the helmet on the head; and he will have the glory of it, on whose head are many crowns. Paul knew that the mind of a Christian is where Satan first likes to attack. Ideas come in through the eyes, ears, nose, and mouth and the first place where they are processed is the brain then to the heart.  Satan tries to convince every Christian at one time or another that we are too bad to be saved; that the last sin that we committed was the last straw and that we have exceeded the limit of God's grace. Doctrine of Salvation.
v17 Sword (Word of God) – only offensive weapon
III. Be a Prayer Warrior (6:18-20)

• Prayer should be unceasing.

• Prayer should be directed by the Spirit.

• Prayer should be attentive.

• Prayer should be for all believers.
IV. The Salutation (6:21-24)

A. A personal word (6:21-22)
B. The benediction (6:23-24)
