Adult III – 1Apr 12 – Notes on Ephesians 5:18-33
Spirit Controlled Relationships
Theme:  Spirit controlled believers build loving relationships.
I. Responsibility to Be Filled with the Spirit (5:18-21)

A. Controlled by the Spirit (5:18)
Assign/allow more of yourself to His control.
Gen 9:20 And Noah began to be an farmer, and he planted a vineyard:

Gen 9:21 And he drank of the wine, and was drunken; and he was uncovered within his tent.
asōtia = “excess” = an abandoned man, one that cannot be saved

John Trapp writes of drinking "all the three outs" - "That is, ale out of the pot, money out of the purse, and wit out of the head."
Proverbs 23:29-35 on wine
plēroō = “filled” = abound, filled to the brim , different than “indwelling”
B. Results of Spirit-control (5:19-21)
1. Joy (5:19)  - singing
2. Thanksgiving (5:20)
v20 – “Giving thanks always for all things” - A complaining heart and the Holy Spirit just don't go together.  
3. Mutual submission (5:21) – 
Submission = to be under or lower in rank/to yield to one's admonition or advice / opposite= mutiny

Q: How did Christ submit to his disciples?  Read John 13:3-17 (Washing the disciples feet)
Did He lose any of his authority by submitting/serving them.

It is a wise leader that submits to an experienced advisor.

See Chart in Handout

II. The Spirit-controlled Marriage (5:22-33)
"The danger is that we should think of marriage amongst Christians as essentially the same as it is with everybody else, the only difference being that these two people happen to be Christians whereas the others are not. Now if that is still our conception of marriage then we have considered this great paragraph entirely in vain. Christian marriage, the Christian view of marriage, is something that is essentially different from all views." (D. Martyn Lloyd-Jones)

A. The Spirit-controlled wife (5:22-24)
• The wife is of equal value to the husband.

• The wife’s submission shows her devotion to God.
Q: What makes it difficult for a wife to submit to her husband?

Q: Why does submitting to Christ first make submitting to her husband attainable for a wife?

Wives are summoned to submit to their own husbands.  Some men want to assume leadership over all women that they come into contact with.  The Bible does not give them this authority.

B. The Spirit-controlled husband (5:25-33)
• The husband’s love is to be self-sacrificing.

v25 Love = agape = divine love produced in the heart of every believer (Rom 5:5)
Story of Philip Bliss 1838-1876, 6x hymns 493 - It Is Well with my Soul – Horatio G. Spafford

• The husband is responsible to nourish and cherish his wife.
v27-30 – Christ’s purpose in loving the church was to sanctify it and help it grow.
Q: What can a husband do to lovingly help his wife grow spiritually?

• The husband is to leave his parents and cleave unto his wife.
Gen 2:23 And Adam said, This is now bone of my bones, and flesh of my flesh: she shall be called Woman, because she was taken out of Man.
Gen 2:24 Therefore shall a man leave his father and his mother, and shall join to his wife: and they shall be one flesh.

Gen 2:25 And they were both naked, the man and his wife, and were not ashamed.
Mat 19:3 The Pharisees also came to him, tempting him, and saying to him, Is it lawful for a man to put away his wife for every cause?

Mat 19:4 And he answered and said to them, Have you not read, that he which made them at the beginning made them male and female,

Mat 19:5 And said, For this cause shall a man leave father and mother, and shall join to his wife: and they two shall be one flesh?

Mat 19:6 Why they are no more two, but one flesh. What therefore God has joined together, let not man put asunder.
Q:  How does deeply depending on one’s parent’s end up hurting a person’s relationship with his or her spouse?

It is easy to believe that was just talking about marriage in Mat 19… but could he also be talking about the Christ-to-Church relationship?

