Adult III – 11 Mar 12 – Notes on Ephesians 4:17-32
Walk This Way
Theme:  God expects us to live righteously.

I was a shoe shine boy for 6 years, 10-16.  You can often tell where a person has walked by their shoes, how they have become worn or what has clung to them.
I. The Wrong Way to Walk (Ephesians 4:17-21)

- Do not walk like the pagans

A. Down a dark road (4:17-19)

Walk = Gr. pe-rē-pä-te'-ō = 1) to regulate one's life  2) to conduct one's self

Eph 4:17  This I say therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should not walk from now on as other nations walk, in the vanity of their mind, 

Eph 4:18  having the understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God through the ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness (hardness) of their heart. 

Eph 4:19  For they, being past feeling, have given themselves up to lust, to work all uncleanness with greediness.
Q: What Evidence have you seen that unbelievers know that they are headed nowhere in life?
uncaring, hopelessness v19: being past feeling
There is a tendency for Christians to show the world that we really aren't so different after all.
Become like the world = Adultery, Divorce, Abortion, 
This is usually a misguided effort to gain the world's "respect" or approval.  (accepting same sex marriage, ordaining homosexual leaders, [Karen’s email], 501(c)(3) = nonprofit,  )

Rom 1:21  Because, knowing God, they did not glorify Him as God, neither were thankful. But they became vain in their imaginations, and their foolish heart was darkened. (Satan & demons know God)
1Th 5:4  But you, brothers, are not in darkness, that the Day should overtake you like a thief. 

1Th 5:5  You are all the sons of light and the sons of the day. We are not of the night, or of darkness.
Q:  What drives an unbeliever whose conscience has been numbed by repeated sinning?

Greediness – this world is all there is, so get all you can
Being never satisfied in their lusts and uncleanness, leads unbelievers down a dark road to death.
B. Away from the light (4:20-21)

Eph 4:20  But you have not so learned Christ, 

Eph 4:21  if  (since) indeed you have heard Him and were taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus.
Q: What replaces Greediness in the life of a believer?  Love
Believers and unbelievers lifestyle should be as different as Day and Night, Light and Darkness.

Gospel Truth is the light for the world - Lights out walking thru the house – stumped toe
II. The right Way to Walk (4:22-32)

A. Uprightly (4:22-29)

Eph 4:22  For you ought to put off the old man (according to your way of living before) who is corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,  (See Handout)

Eph 4:23  and be renewed in the spirit of your mind. 

Eph 4:24  And you should put on the new man, who according to God was created in righteousness and true holiness. 

Eph 4:25  Therefore putting away lying, let each man speak truth with his neighbor, for we are members of one another. 

Eph 4:26  Be angry, and do not sin. Do not let the sun go down upon your wrath, 

Eph 4:27  neither give place to the Devil. 

Eph 4:28  Let him who stole steal no more, but rather let him labor, working with his hands the thing which is good, so that he may have something to give to him who needs. 

Eph 4:29  Let not any filthy word go out of your mouth, but if any is good to building up in respect of need, that it may give grace to the ones hearing.
1. Put off the old man (4:22)

Q: What deceitful promises excite the lusts of the “old man”? 

(See Handout) Money, Sex & Friends, Power, Fame/Recognition
Should discard old sinful interests, ambitions, attitudes, and actions that characterized his unregenerate life.

2. Renew your mind (4:23)  - How?
Joh 17:14  I have given them Your Word, and the world has hated them because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

Joh 17:15  I do not pray for You to take them out of the world, but for You to keep them from the evil. 

Joh 17:16  They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. 

Joh 17:17  Sanctify them through Your truth. Your Word is truth.
3. Put on the new man (4:24) - righteousness and true holiness. 
2Co_5:17  Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.

4. Demonstrate the new life (4:25-29)

(See Handout – Characteristic Actions of the New Man)

Honesty: What lies do church members tell one another?  Pray for you
Anger:   Mat 21:12  And Jesus went into the temple of God and cast out all those who sold and bought in the temple, and overthrew the tables of the money-changers, and the seats of those who sold doves.
Labor:  to provide for others, honest day’s work for an honest day’s pay,

Speech:  speak words that profit those who hear them
B. Cautiously (4:30)

Eph 4:30  And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom you are sealed (marked) until the day of redemption.
"Although the word 'grieve' is a painful one, yet there is honey in the rock; for it is an inexpressibly delightful thought, that he who rules heaven and earth, and is the creator of all things, and the infinite and ever blessed God, condescends to enter into such infinite relationships with his people that his divine mind may be affected by their actions. What a marvel that Deity should be said to grieve over the faults of beings so utterly insignificant as we are!" (Spurgeon)
C. Gently (4:31-32)

Eph 4:31  Let all bitterness and wrath and anger and tumult and evil speaking be put away from you, with all malice. 

Eph 4:32  And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, even as God for Christ's sake has forgiven you.

The Christian walk excludes trampling on others.
