Adult III – 22 Jan 12 – Notes on Ephesians 3:14-21

Paul's Brief Big Prayer

I. The Continuation of Paul’s Prayer (3:14, 15)

A. With retrospect (3:14a) - same 3 words "For this cause…"
- "For this cause…" -  for the church and perseverance of the saints (Jews & Gentiles)
Paul knew God's purpose is to bring all men together to be in fellowship with Him.

B. With reverence (3:14b-15)  "…I bow my knees…"
Q:  What did Paul indicate about his heart by bowing his knees to God?

Solomon prayed on his knees (1Ki_8:54). Ezra prayed on his knees (Ezr_9:5). The Psalmist called us to kneel (Psa_95:6). Daniel prayed on his knees (Dan_6:10). People came to Jesus kneeling (Mat_17:14, Mat_20:20, and Mar_1:40). Stephen prayed on his knees (Act_7:60). Peter prayed on his knees (Act_9:40). Paul prayed on his knees (Act_20:36), and other early Christians prayed on their knees (Act_21:5). Most importantly, Jesus prayed on His knees (Luk_22:41). But the Bible has enough prayer not on the knees to show us that it isn't required, but it also has enough prayer on the knees to show us that it is good.

- Not teaching universal Fatherhood of God
- source of all heavenly and earthly creations
- family = obedient heavenly beings and saints who have gone on and earthly saints of the church who are the children of God

John 8:37-44  44Ye are of your father the devil, and the lusts of your father ye will do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and abode not in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaketh a lie, he speaketh of his own: for he is a liar, and the father of it.

II. The Content of Paul’s Prayer (3:16-19)

A. The Spirit’s power (3:16)
· Strengthened by the Holy Spirit as a result of prayer, believers live according to God’s will and walk in His ways. - measured in comparison to the wealth of God's glory
Q:  "inner man"  On what do most prayer requests focus at a typical church prayer meeting?
Romans 8:16  The Spirit itself beareth witness with our spirit, that we are the children of God:
Read:  1 Corinthians 2:9-16 

1Co 2:9  9But as it is written, Eye hath not seen, nor ear heard, neither have entered into the heart of man, the things which God hath prepared for them that love him. 10But God hath revealed them unto us by his Spirit: for the Spirit searcheth all things, yea, the deep things of God.
John 4:24  God is a Spirit: and they that worship him must worship him in spirit and in truth.

B. The Son’s companionship and love (3:17-19a)
· Paul prayed that the Ephesian believers would pursue the life of faith so that Christ would feel at home in their hearts.
· The soil that produces spiritual fruit is divine love.

It is possible to be in someone's home but not "fell at home", not feel welcomed.
Q: What keeps us from experiencing close fellowship with the Lord?
(sin, pride, self-sufficiency, bitterness, etc)

John 14:23  Jesus answered and said unto him, If a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father will love him, and we will come unto him, and make our abode with him.
v18: Paul believed that God's love was tangible and could be measured…
· God's love is broad enough to include every person.

· God's love is long enough to last through all eternity.

· God's love is deep enough to reach the worst sinner.

· God's love is high enough to take us to heaven.

C. The Father’s fullness (3:19b) - Last petition of Paul
· Paul wanted the Ephesians—and us—to reflect God’s moral character.

- full of food for their souls; with spiritual peace, joy, and comfort; with knowledge of divine things of Christ, of the Gospel, and of the will of God; and with all the fruits or righteousness, of good works springing from grace; of complete holiness, perfection of knowledge, fulness of joy and peace, total conformity to God and Christ, and everlasting communion with them.
John Wesley - Moving on to perfection
III. The Conclusion to Paul’s Prayer (3:20, 21)  
Doxology…a hymn, verse, or form of words in Christian liturgy glorifying God

A. Confidence in God’s power (3:20)
· The omnipotent God is present in us, energizing us to be what He wants us to be and to do what He wants us to do.

- God is more than able to grant Paul's petitions

B. Concern for God’s glory (3:21)
· Our praise of God must never end because there is no end to the reasons to praise Him.

