Adult III – 11 Dec 11 – Notes on Ephesians 1:15-23

Prayer Changes Things and People

-  Loud prayer for a skateboard of a little boy upstairs, grandpa on the porch 

I. The Character of Paul’s Prayer (1:15, 16)
Although Paul had a lot of responsibilities as a missionary, he was never too busy to pray.

    A. Informed (1:15) - knew them personally (3 yr there) & heard of their faith and love
Q: What is the relationship between faith and love? 
Faith and love do not earn us merit with God but they are evidence of the indwelling of the Holy Spirit and of our being children of God.
John 13:35 By this shall all men know that ye are my disciples, if ye have love one to another.
          Wednesday Night Bible Study 6:30pm - Title:  The Question Nobody is Asking - How's your faith?

    B. Intercessory (1:16)  - not a self-center Give-Me prayer
Q: To whom did Paul give thanks?  Why not thank the Ephesians?

1 Timothy 2:1-2  1I exhort therefore, that, first of all, supplications, prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks, be made for all men; 2For kings, and for all that are in authority; that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and honesty.

II. The Content of Paul’s Prayer (1:17-23)
Does "God of our Lord Jesus Christ" sound strange?
Mat 27:46  … My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me?
John 20:17  Jesus saith unto her, Touch me not; for I am not yet ascended to my Father: but go to my brethren, and say unto them, I ascend unto my Father, and your Father; and to my God, and your God.
    A. He made a specific request (1:17)
“That . . God . . may give unto you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him” (v. 17).

· These saints already had an indwelling of the Holy Spirit and they had a knowledge of Christ, but this knowledge was not perfect; and a larger measure of it was desirable: 
·  spirit of wisdom - was to implant spiritual wisdom in the hearts of men, and instructs them in the Gospel, the hidden wisdom of God, leads them into all truths
· spirit of revelation - was to reveal Christ and the things of Christ, at first and afterwards reveal Him and His righteousness, and other benefits of His more largely 
· In the knowledge of Him: Our Christian life must be centered around this purpose - to know God as He is in truth, as revealed by His Word; and to correct our false, idolatrous ideas of who God is.
    B. He mentioned specific results (1:18)
        1. Immediate result: enlightenment
"eyes of your understanding"  - Understanding-3 = mind-9, imagination-1 = heart (ASV/ESV/NET)
The better we know God, the better we love Him, the clearer we discern His thoughts, and the more fully and gladly we obey Him.

        2. Ultimate result: knowledge
            a. To know the hope of His calling (1:18b)
Knowing what God has planned for us gives us a steadfast hope in a hopeless world.

1 John 3:2  Beloved, now are we the sons of God, and it doth not yet appear what we shall be: but we know that, when he shall appear, we shall be like him; for we shall see him as he is.
Human hope & change versus God's promise of spiritual hope & change

            b. To know the riches of His inheritance (1:18c)
Knowing we are part of God’s wealth gives us worth and purpose.

1 Peter 2:9  But ye are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, an holy nation, a peculiar people; that ye should show forth the praises of him who hath called you out of darkness into his marvelous light:
Q:  Why should we as Christians avoid belittling ourselves? His treasure v5:2 & His glory v3:21
            c. To know the greatness of His power (1:19-23)
Knowing God’s power gives us confidence in prayer!

· Exceeding greatness

· Seating Jesus at His right hand

· Rule over everything

· Head of the church/Church is Christ's body

Comic strip - Case Study
