Adult III – 11 Dec 11 – Notes on Ephesians 1:6-14:  Sharing a Fabulous Inheritance
Inheritance
- Positive:  Give children a head start

- Negative:  Not appreciate the value of money
Heavenly inheritance is different in that it corrupted or corrupting.
  I.  Why God Blessed Us (Ephesians 1:6)

Eph 1:6  To the praise of the glory of his grace, wherein he hath made us accepted in the Beloved.
- predestined us " to the praise and glory of his grace"
- We were:

· Condemned & unprofitable sinners

· Plucked out of our degradation & deprivation

· God had no need of sons; he has the one perfect son
· Yet He adopted us in to God's family as privileged children

- How would you act if strange person walked into your house?  Accompanied by your child?

Work of the Father (predestined) WHEREIN (bridge) the work of the Son (redemption)

 II.  How God Blessed Us (Ephesians 1:7-14)


A. Redemption (1:7-10)

Heb 9:22 And almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.



1. Its means (1:7b)

- In whom we have redemption through his blood,.... Redemption supposes captivity and slavery, and is a deliverance out of it;
1 John 1:7  But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.
Mat 26:28  For this is my blood of the new testament, which is shed for many for the remission of sins.
Denying the blood of Christ is not Biblical Christianity


2. Its meaning (1:7c)

(by) the forgiveness of sins; of all sins, original and actual, past, present, and to come; and this is through the blood of Christ, which was shed for the same: 
· Read 1 Peter 1:18-22

· Important? Planed before the foundation of the world
· Sufficient sacrifice? - Christ was sinless therefore a perfect substitute sacrifice

· How personal?  Christ was manifest…in human form… for you

· Result of redemption? - v22 pure in God's sight



3. Its measure (1:7d-10)

- according to the riches of his grace;
· His forgiveness pours out, not meager amounts, opens His storehouse of grace
· v8 - "abounded toward us"

· v9 mystery = a truth not clearly disclosed in the OT

· v9 revealed the mystery at an opportune time - "according to his good pleasure which he hath purposed in himself:"

· v10 - "he might gather together in one all things in Christ," - the fall corrupted the communion
· Read Isaiah 11: 1- 10

B.  Inheritance (1:11-14)



1. For the Jews (1:12, 14)
- Jews were the first to trust Christ
Rom_1:16  For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ: for it is the power of God unto salvation to every one that believeth; to the Jew first, and also to the Greek.

Rom_2:10  But glory, honor, and peace, to every man that worketh good, to the Jew first, and also to the Gentile:



2. For the Gentiles (1:13, 14)
ye were sealed with that holy Spirit of promise, Eph 1:14  Which is the earnest of our inheritance
earnest = arrabōn = money which in purchases is given as a pledge or down payment that the full amount will subsequently be paid
